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NEWS SUMMARY 


TiIE FORMATION of a London Society of Private Architects 
is announced ina letter from the Society’s first chairman. p. 906 


EIGHT CONTRACTORS invited to tender for a Civic Centre 
for Wood Green B.C. have been asked by the Council to certify 
when doing so that they have not disclosed the price or discussed 
details with any other party. p. 919 


IX CONSIDERING AFRICAN HOUSING we think a little 
‘oo much of what ought to be done for people and not enough 
of what people can do for themselves, said Mr. C. Y. Carstairs, 
following a talk on Africa at the AA. p. 920 


ARCHITECTURAL WATER-COLOURS at the Royal Academy 
Summer Exhibition are reviewed. p. 923 


THE BUILDER has a strong, if indirect concern in the methods 
by which new houses for private customers are financed, states 
an article on “* Money for Private Building.” p. 925 


DEVELOPMENTS IN BUILDING METHODS and practice 
in Western Germany are the subject of a recent report by the 
Federation of Master Builders. p. 928 


THE GENERAL LEVEL OF STEEL PRICES at the end of 
1954 was 3 per cent. higher than at the end of 1953, according 
to the annual report of the Iron and Steel Board. p. 929 


NINETY PER CENT. of the accidents on building sites are 
caused by the machinery not being in first-class order, according 
to a speaker at the recent Industrial Safety Conference. p. 935 





ARCHITECTS AND BUILDERS 


‘(HE British Architects’ Conference, which opens at 

Harrogate on June 8, will hear a_ stimulating 
discussion opened by Sir Thomas Bennett and Mr. Wood- 
bine Parish on the Organisation of the Building Industry 
and the Architect’s Responsibilities. The Royal Institute 
deserve congratulation on selecting a subject which, per- 
haps more than any other at the present time, needs 
examination and action directed principally towards the 
more realistic education of architects and builders, to 
enable them to co-ordinate the works and processes implicit 
in the putting up of buildings. 

The time is propitious for such examination. The 
Board of Architectural Education has before it the 
McMorran committee’s report on the training of the Asso- 
ciate RIBA which, in addition to making recommendations 
which should result in improving the standard of architec- 
tural education for students in unrecognised schools, points 
ways and means of strengthening the practical side of all 
students’ training; while last week, the founding of a Board 
of Building Education was announced by the Institute of 
Builders, in which the National Federation’s active 
collaboration has been secured. 

Many will think that the work of these two Boards 
should be closely linked. Neither the young architect nor 
the building student studying building management should 
work in a vacuum, without knowledge of or contact with 
his opposite number with whom, in course of time, he will 
engage in the complicated process of putting up buildings. 


We do not wish to anticipate the discussion on the Con- 
ference paper except to say that the suggestion which it is 
understood Mr. Woodbine Parish will make of a Study 
Group to discuss the relationship of client, architect and 
builder, is one which we hope may be endorsed, and that 
the Group, when formed, will consider, as one of its heads 
of discussion, the practicability of some measure of joint 
training for embryo architects and building executives. 


THE RIBA COUNCIL 


(THE RIBA have now published the recommendations 

of the Committee which was appointed in May of last 
year to review the Constitution of the Council and the 
classes of membership to the Institute. The recommenda- 
tions of the Committee, which have been accepted by the 
Council who promise action to put them into effect, were 
summarised in our last issue. 

Admission to the Institute as a Licentiate is to be discon- 
tinued at the end of this year. Registered Architects who 
are not members of the RIBA will, therefore, be unable 
to join it unless they do so within the next seven months. 
No one will quarrel with this; non-members have had a 
long time to weigh the advantages which may derive from 
membership. 

The Committee have recommended that qualification for 
the Fellowship be considerably broadened, but that 
admission should take place only by examination. This, 
too, is sound; many salaried architects, who are at present 
unable to become Fellows, have already achieved more 
than many Fellows in private practice can hope to do. 
Whether the proposed Fellowship examination will prove 
successful is, however, open to some question. Like all 
examinations it will be imperfect, but no more so than 
the present system. 

The most important recommendation of the Committee 
is that which is concerned with the Constitution of the 
Council itself. The present Council is composed of 72 mem- 
bers, 33 of whom are elected by general ballot and a further 
32 are elected or appointed by Allied or other societies. Of 
the remainder, three (a vice-president and two honorary 
officers) are appointed by the Council, two are ex-officio 
members from the Board of Architectural Education and 
the RIBA Registration Council, and two are appointed by 
the Salaried and Official Architects’ Committee. 

Some veiled doubts are expressed as to whether the 
members appointed by Allied Societies are selected 
democratically, and this matter has been referred to the 
Allied Societies’ Conference. The main recommendations 
of the Committee concern those elected by general ballot. 
At present they consist of the President and two past- 
Presidents and 30 members made up of 18 Fellows, nine 
Associates and three Licentiates. One-third of these are 
elected annually to serve a three-year term. The large 
proportion of Fellows has been a main source of dissatisfac- 
tion, and the Committee has recognised that there are 
grounds for adjusting the numbers in order that each class 
of membership should consider itself properly represented. 
{t proposed that each year a single list shall be voted for, 
and that the three Fellows, three Associates and one Licen- 
tiate with the highest number of votes shall be appointed 
automatically, and that of the remaining candidates the 
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three with the highest number of votes shall fili the other 
vacancies. This again seems reasonable although in prac- 
tice there may be considerable disaffection if, for instance, 
a Licentiate or a Fellow with a comparatively small 
number of votes is appointed to the Council when Asso- 
ciates on the same list who have received more votes are 
unsuccessful. It is important that the system should make 
justice apparent. 

A strange inconsistency in the report is the statement 
that although the Committee consider it inadvisable for 
chairmen of standing committees to be made ex-officio 
members of the Council, they see no reason to make any 
change in respect of the two members of the Council 
appointed by the Salaried and Official Architects’ Com- 
mittee. A glance at the present membership of the Coun- 
cil or at the nominations for the imminent ballot will show 
that there are many salaried and official architects on the 
Council, and there would seem no justification whatso- 
ever for inflating their substantial representation in this 
manner, particularly in view of the earlier recom- 
mendations. 

The report, in short, proves good intent, but the adop- 
tion of its recommendations may in time disclose but 
little deep thought. It is most unfortunate that the terms 
of reference were not extended to cover the constitution 
of the Board of Architectural Education, the strange 
unbalance of which we have previously discussed in these 
columns. Can this matter now be placed on the Coun- 
cil’s agenda? 


FIRE RESEARCH, 1954 


ALTHOUGH a very large proportion of the work of the 

Joint Fire Research Organisation of the Department 
of Scientific and Industrial Research and the Fire Offices’ 
Committee is of ultimate interest to architects, the Annual 
Reports * of the Fire Research Board and the Director of 
Fire Research for 1954 deal so broadly with this work, and 
in such scientific terms, that it is little likely to appeal to 
architects seeking immediate practical guidance. Never- 
theless, all architects would do well to be aware of the kind 
of research that is going on and the nature of the results 
obtained. 

The Board notes that Civil Defence against fire is of 
prime importance, that the Research Station needs more 
permanent buildings so that more adequate tests can be 
carried out, and that there is need to extend the technique 
of using scale models so as to reduce the number of “ costly 
and time-consuming” major standard fire tests. The 
Report of the Director reveals that much progress has 
already been made in the use of models and that electricity 
is being employed in various novel ways for measuring 
both fire intensity and fire resistance. 

In fire-exposure between buildings, for example, much 
data have been amassed by using one-tenth scale-model 
rooms and measuring with a new electrical device the rises 
in temperature due to radiant heat falling upon them. A 
graph has been prepared showing the minimum separation 
necessary between buildings in relation to their height, 
breadth, and ratio of window. opening to total wall surface. 

It has been found that fires resulting from an atomic 
explosion can be reduced in number by painting window 
glass with proprietary paints to reduce the amount of 
radiant heat entering rooms. On combustible building 
boards the “ Surface Spread of Flame Test ” (BS 476) has 
revealed that “ two coats of most flat oil paints, distempers 
and oil-bound water paints raise the classification of build- 
ing boards to Class 2, but the proprietary plastic emulsion 
paints so far examined make no difference to the grading 
of even the most flammable boards.” 

To supplement the tests on prestressed concrete beams 
a new furnace is to be built capable of testing beams of up 
to 24 ft. span. Other tests have revealed the effect of 
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water/cement and cement/aggregate ratio, age, loading, 
and cooling on the crushing strengh of heated concrete. 

The growing use of non-traditional construction has 
necessitated a recasting of by-laws and in turn a recon- 
sideration of the standard tests for fire resistance. A new 
roof test takes account both of roof pitch and of wind 
effects, and has shown that whereas a slated roof in still air 
might survive fire for two hours the same roof in an 
18-m.p.h. wind could fail in half an hour due to flames from 
burning brands being drawn into the roof as a result of 
pressure differences. Data have also been obtained on the 
safe spacing of felted roofs. 

An electrical analogue is being used to estimate the 
potential fire resistance of, for example, a walling material 
without the need for a series of expensive furnace tesis. 

Other tests have shown that a horizontal projection, 
as well as a three-foot vertical separation, is effective ia 
preventing passage of fire from one room to another 
through superimposed window openings, and that ventila- 
tion, as distinct from “ fire load,” has a great effect on thie 
maximum temperature reached in a building fire. 

The Report contains also a list of other reports published 
during the year, analyses of the fires attended by fire 
brigades and their supposed causes and methods of extinc- 
tion, and other material indicating the very wide embrace 
of the term “ fire research.” It seems that with the tech- 
niques now being evolved we may look for a far greater 
mass of precise information on fire problems in the near 
future than it has hitherto been possible to obtain. 





‘ * Fire Research, 1954. Published for DSIR by the Stationery Office. Price 
3s. net. 
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THIS PHOTOGRAPH OF THE COLSTON HALL, 
BRISTOL (J. Nelson Meredith, FRIBA, City Architect) by 
Desmond Tripp, is being exhibited at the Institute of British 
Photographers’ exhibition at the RBA Gallery, Suffolk-street, 
Pall Mall, SW1, until June 7. (See note on facing page.) 
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Notes of the Week 


A NEW MUSEUM 


RECENTLY the Museum of English 

Rural Life was formally opened by 
Sir Keith Murray at Whiteknights Park, 
Reading, writes Basil Marriott. Appro- 
priately tented and scented by trampled 
grass, a distinguished “ platform” was 
ensconced in a Cotswold wain under the 
chairmanship of Viscount Templewood, 
Chancellor of Reading University, which 
has organised the collection over several 
years. 

On public view is necessarily only that 
part of a considerable assembly of objects 
and their documentation which can be 
contained in a Victorian house, with 
overspill into outbuildings and part of an 
ex-Service camp whose squalor is itself 
apt comment on the contemporary pas- 
toral scene. But it is a workmanlike and 
tasieful improvisation, and though over- 
due in view of the pace at which such 
national “ roots ” are rotting, the result is 
excellent and less suggestive of Piccadilly 
Peasantry or Banstead Bucolics than 
might be feared. 

Naturally agriculture is predominant: 
the writer cannot speak expertly of this 
in spite of a Cornish boyhood, chronic 
pedestrianism and periodic nostalgie de 
la boue, but there is a wealth of other 
interest which is of course authentic and 
not of the “olde hoax” type. There 
may even be a danger in this: as a hunt- 
ting-ground for the connoisseur of “ pop- 
art’ (a phrase for which I am indebted 
to an expert but disillusioned devotee) 
and others whose sophisticated taste out- 
runs their technology, here is new in- 
spiration for crafty revivals. But there 
are others, and though architecture 
proper is slightly represented—brick- 
making, masonry and thatching, for 
instance—no one concerned with design 
in any field can fail to respond to the 
combination of highly functional, if 
rule-of-thumb, considerations with an 
aesthetic which cannot have been wholly 
unconscious, even if our delight in it is 
partly nostalgic. 

A visit is a must, and details here may 
be welcome: Opening hours: Summer 
(May 1 to October 31), 10.30 a.m. to 5 
p.m., Tuesdays to Saturdays; Sundays, 
2.30 to 5 p.m. (N.B.—not Mondays.) 
Winter (November 1 to April 30), Wed- 
nesdays and Saturdays only, 2.30 to 5 
p.m. 


JOHN PIPER 


A sHow of John Piper’s recent work is 
at the Leicester Galleries until June 9. 
He is, of course, one of our most archi- 
tectural painters, and though architects 
have sometimes criticised his treatment 
of tone and texture of materials (though 
it is wrong, I think, to say that he lacks 
feeling for them), he has had enormous 
influence on architectural presentation. 
Indeed, at one time the number of “ pic- 
colo” Pipers in any architectural school 
exhibition, not to mention the upper 
crust of advertising and graphic art 
generally, must have been a rueful spec- 
tacle to their putative father. This sin- 
cerest form of flattery, however, suggests 
Merely that Piper is fairly easy to 
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COMING EVENTS 
MONDAY, JUNE 6 
RICS.—AGM, 12, Great George-st., SW1. 5 p.m. 
TUESDAY, JUNE 7 
NATIONAL HOUSING AND TOWN PLANNING COUNCIL.— 
Annual regional housing and planning conference. 
Municipal Buildings, SW18. 10.30 a.m. 
NATIONAL FEDERATION OF BUILDING TRADES 
EmpPLoyYers.—Half-yearly meeting. West Cliff Theatre, 
Clacton-on-Sea. 10.15 a.m. 


WEDNESDAY, JUNE 8 


BRITISH ARCHITECTS’ CONFERENCE.—At Majestic 
Hotel, Harrogate. See np. 911 for details. 

LMBA (CENTRAL AREA No. 1).—Lunch and annual 
Brains Trust. Derry and Tom’s Restaurant, Kensing- 
ton High-street, W2. 7 p.m. 

REINFORCED CONCRETE ASSOCIATION.—Luncheon, 
Dorchester Hotel, Wl. 1 p.m. 


INSTITUTE OF CLERKS OF WoRKS OF GREAT 
BRITAIN INCORPORATED.—** Modern Party Wall 
Problems,’’ by Mr. E. R. Fisher, DCM, MlIStructE, 
65, Portland-place, Wl. 6.30 p.m. 


THURSDAY, JUNE 9 
SYDNEY KING AND AssociATEs.—Exhibition of con- 
temporary stained glass. 23, Cromwell-road, SW7. 
Continuing oven until June 15. Daily 9.30 a.m.- 
5.30 p.m. 
FRIDAY, JUNE 10 
INSTITUTION OF SANITARY ENGINEERS.—AGM. 
ton Hall, Caxton-street, SW1. 
June 11. 


] Cax- 
5 p.m, Continuing on 








imitate; his talent and “ handwriting ” 
remain supreme in their own genre. This 
show is a welcome reminder of it, and 
though the inclement weather on which 
George VI commiserated with him in 
connection with his Windsor studies is 
still with us, it is at least topical, and 
warrantable architectural “good theatre.” 
I did detect a calmer note of objective, 
and even understatement and a cooler 
palette, particularly in the gouaches. 

Also at the Leicester is a roomful of 
assorted contemporaries, and one of 
watercolours by Miss Chien-Ying Chang, 
which will charm those who feel less sad- 
dened than I about Westernised Chinese 
art. 
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PHOTOGRAPHIC EXHIBITION 

THE ANNUAL EXHIBITION of professional 
photography presented by the Institute 
of British Photographers is now being 
held at the RBA Gallery, Suffolk-street, 
SW1, and will remain open until June 7. 
This year it consists of about 1,000 prints 
and transparencies selected by a panel of 
46 judges. The exhibition displays the 
many uses of photography in industry, 
commerce and pleasure, and much of the 
work shown has already played its part 
in industry and research. The many por- 
traits of well-known people include some 
colour photographs of Queen Mary and 
the Queen Mother, and a small but inter- 
esting group of photographs are exhi- 
bited which were taken, not to order, but 
for the personal pleasure of the photo- 
grapher. 

Awards for outstanding photographs 
in a variety of categories are offered 
annually by the Institute, and this year 
nine of these have been presented. The 
award of merit in the architectural 
and scenic category was received by 
Leslie J. Cooper for his study entitled 
“Blackpool Illuminations.” Other photo- 
graphers who are exhibiting works of 
architectural interest include Colin West- 
wood, Sydney Newbery, and W. Robson, 
though it is felt that architecture could 
have received a more _ proportionate 
representation. However, the difficulties 
involved in the selection of suitable 
exhibits from submissions covering such 
a vast field of subjects must be borne in 
mind, though it is hoped that future years 
will show an increased sympathy towards 
studies of the Fine Art. The standard of 
the work on display is excellent, and it 
is probable that the assessors prefer to be 
selective rather than comprehensive in 
their choice—and quite rightly so. 








MUNICIPAL OFFICES, LEEDS. Seen above is a model of new Municipal Offices 

proposed as a separate block between Leeds Civic Hall and the proposed Inner 

Ring-road. The view is as seen from the back of the Civic Hall. Plans are being 

submitted shortly to the Leeds finance and Parliamentary committee for consideration. 
The City Architect is Mr. R. A. H. Livett, OBE, ARIBA. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


LONDON ARCHITECTS’ SOCIETY 
To the Editor of The Builder 


~IR,—Following an encouraging re- 

sponse to a letter sent out to a num- 
ber of private practising architects in the 
London area, it was decided to hold a 
meeting to ascertain whether there was 
need for a London Society of Private 
Architects to deal with the problems 
which to-day face that section of the 
profession. 

Accordingly a meeting was held on 
May 2 last at the National Liberal Club, 
and after prolonged discussions, which 
included a discussion on the terms of the 
letter circulated by the RIBA to all its 
members, it was decided formally to put 
a motion to the meeting as to whether a 
London Society should be formed. This 
was done and the motion was carried 
unanimously. Accordingly the London 
Society of Private Practising Architects 
has now been formed and Mr. S. H. 
Statham elected as Chairman. 

All architects who are principals in 
private practice who would like to join 
the Society should contact Mr. David 
Steven, at 21, Brunswick-square, WC1. 

S. H. StatHAM [ARIBA] 


21, Brunswick-square, London, WC1. 


ARE ARCHITECTS’ FEES 
TOO HIGH ? 


To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—I enclose a list of cases where 
over the last few years I have had, 
for one reason or another, to reduce my 
fees. No doubt the architect practising 
in a rural district encounters more of this 
sort of thing than his brother-architects 
in the cities but one sometimes wonders 
whether, in fact, architect’s fees are too 
high. 
I ought to say that in all cases very 


reasonable fees have been charged, 
based on the RIBA Scale. The list is as 
follows : — 


Retired Bank Manager. He asked what the 
fees would be for plans only for a bungalow. 
He said that he could only afford fees for plans. 
As I do not care to do plans only I quoted a 
one fee to cover all services. He accepted 
this. 


Proprietress of Jersey Shop. Introduced by 
above and of course a reduced fee had again 
to be accepted. 

Wealthy Industrialist I. Plans for alterations 
and additions. After job completed satisfac- 
torily he refused to pay the proper fee. I put 
the matter in the hands of my solicitors and 
accepted a reduced fee to avoid going to Court. 

Wealthy Industrialist II. Alterations to an old 
house requiring special artistic treatment and 
knowledge as to dealing with such work. After 
job completed he refused to pay proper fee. 
Much reduced fee accepted to. avoid going to 
Court. Note that both in this case and in No. 
3 above both clients were perfectly satisfied 
with the work. 

Wealthy Country Gentleman. After getting 
plans got rid of architect and paid a reduced 
fee. This was in order to save the cost of fees 
for carrying out the work to a finish. 


Contractor. No longer able to get plans done 
by the Surveyor of a local Council, asked me 
if I would do his plans in future. I agreed to 
do so at 14 per cent for plans only, plus prints. 
He appeared to agree. Is now said to be “ do- 
ing his own plans.” 

Retired Bank Official. He asked for “ some- 
thing to be knocked off”’ the fees (RIBA Scale) 
and I accepted reduced fee in order to avoid ill- 
feeling, but under protest. 


THE BUILDER 


Wealthy Auctioneer. a eg to paying 
proper fees. Compelled to take a reduced fee. 


Prosperous Local Trader. Delighted with 
bungalow but pleaded for a reduction of fees. 
Took reduced fee to ‘** keep the peace.” 


Well-to-do Industrialist. Got all prelimi- 
nary information possible from me. I wrote 
him several letters re sewers, electricity supply, 
water supply, etc., etc. He then wrote to say 
that “it would bring the cost to more than 
he wished to spend to have an architect’s 
supervision ” and that he was getting the builder 
to get plans from his (the builder’s) architect. 


Local Resident. Was told fees on giving 
instructions re preparing plans, etc., for 
adding a storey to cottage and repairing and 
modernising same. When estimate came in he 
abandoned the project. Proper fees should have 
been £40. I reduced these to £25. He paid 
first instalment by dirty postal order for Ss. and 
promised to pay the rest gradually. Now sends 
£1 at a time over longish periods. 

There is, of course, always the 
remedy of going to law to get one’s rights 
but it is hardly necessary to recount the 
objections to this course, though there are 
some cases where it is essential to have 
recourse to this unpleasant action. 

In no case quoted was the client dis- 
satisfied with the work done. 

It would certainly be interesting to 
know if other architects are having 
trouble at the present time about getting 
proper fees. No doubt it is an old com- 
plaint but apparently it is getting worse 
in modern times. I do not suppose it 
affects the “ big fish” at the top of the 
profession. 

KENNETH GLOVER [FRIBA] 


Northumberland. 


RIBA AND OTHER PROFESSIONAL 
BODIES 


To the Editor of The Builder 


SIR,—As the President of the- Institute 

of Registered Architects has given 
publicity (in your issue of May 20) to his 
letter to the Secretary of the RIBA, it is 
presumed that public comment is not 
unwelcome. No doubt the Secretary 
RIBA will reply, in suitably dignified 
terms, to the effect that “If the cap fits 
..., but the onlooker is left wondering 
why any member of the largest should 
want to become a member of the “ second 
largest architectural body.” 

Hitherto some of us have been under 
the impression that the second body and 
others like it were founded to cater for 
those who could not or would not bother 
to pass qualifying examinations, yet 
placed such value on having “letters 
after their names,” which might impress 
those uninformed on such matters, that 
they were prepared to pay an annual sub- 
scription to qualify for this alphabetical 
receipt. 

However, the confession of the Presi- 
dent of No. 2 that he is at a complete 
loss to understand what is pretty obvious 
makes one question what can No. 2 do 
that No. 1 cannot? 


LEONARD C. Howitt [FRIBA] 
Cheshire. 


INSTITUTES — ASSOCIATIONS — 
ALLIED SOCIETIES : WHAT NEXT ? 
To the Editor of The Builder 

IR,—As an architect who lived 
through the many years of discussion 
and argument leading up to the intro- 
duction of registration, and has there- 


June 3 1955 








** Let’s incorporate another 


Fellow—that blonde type 
with pearl earrings |” 











after served as a member of the Archi- 
tects’ Registration Council of the United 
Kingdom, it is with growing alarm and 
despondency that I learn of the present 
unrest within the architectural pro- 
fession, and I feel sure that my many 
colleagues, who have similarly worked to 
maintain high standards and principles 
in architectural practice, view with equal 
concern this destructive element origi- 
nating, not from without, but from within 
the profession itself, 

I cannot be opposed in principle to the 
right of individuals to band together in 
order to discuss matters of common 
interest, or to introduce such machinery 
and to form such bodies as they consider 
necessary to represent their interests; I 
am opposed, however, to any monopoly 
or dictatorship within the profession, as 
I feel that this would lead to the ulti- 
mate and complete destruction of the 
architect as we have known him over 
many years. 

In keeping with the basic principles 
of democracy by which our national 
heritage has been maintained throughout 
the centuries, it is essential that there 
should be within bodies representing the 
profession a “ healthy opposition.” Sug- 
gestions, however, for forming yet 
further societies within the profession are 
another matter, for it is my considered 
opinion, and that of a number of my 
colleagues, that we have already reached 
saturation point as far as the number of 
professional organisations representing 
the interests of architects is concerned. 
The setting up of yet further satellites 
can only have one outcome—and that is 
the disintegration of the profession. 

I do not maintain that the existing repre- 
sentative bodies are blameless, as I feel that 
they have in themselves created individual 
pockets and loyalties. In spite of the vary- 
ing interests represented on the Architects’ 
Registration Council, the professional 
organisations have failed to get together and 
find a solution to the many problems which 
have arisen in the last ten years, which un- 
resolved problems have created the present 
unrest and discontent within all sections of 
the profession. 

Surely it should be possible for the exist- 
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ing organisations represented on the Archi- 
tects’ Registration Council—namely the 
Royal Institute of British Architects, the In- 
corporated Association of Architects and 
Surveyors, and the Faculty of Architects, 
with the addition of the Institute of 
Registered Architects (which in the main 
represents the interests of a large proportion 
of the “unattached” architects) to get 
together, sink their differences, forget the 
personalities of the past, and possibly under 
the chairmanship of the President of the 
Royal Institute, as the senior architectural 
body, to hold joint discussions with the one 
purpose of furthering the interests of 
architecture and of those engaged in its 
practice? 

I feel that it is not too late for this 
courageous step to be taken. Having met 
representatives of these professional organi- 
sations within the structure of the Archi- 
tects’ Registration Council and seen the way 
in which they can work amicably together 
in a common cause, I feel sure that we have 
in this suggested joint conference the solu- 
tion to all the problems which face the 
architect of to-day. Let us not further divide 
our ranks, but let us with good will try to 
come together and work together in resolv- 
ing those crucial problems which afflict 
architecture and its practitioners to-day, 
irrespective of the professional body to which 
any individual architect belongs. 

A. P. LAMBERT. 

9 Holland-avenue, Sutton, Surrey. 


PRODUCTIVITY IN THE BUILDING 
INDUSTRY 


To the Editor of The Builder 


SIR.—As an industrial consultant I see 

something of the progress which is 
being made towards the improvement of 
industrial productivity. We are told 
officially that output per man in industry 
as a whole has gone up by about 30 per 
cent. since before the war. In the build- 
ing industry I understand there is con- 
siderable doubt whether output per man 
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is even now at its 1939 level. Certainly 
nothing I have read in the reports of the 
Girdwood Committee, the Building Re- 
search Station and other bodies suggests 
otherwise. (See also The Economist for 
May 7 last.) 

Against this background I am surprised 
to find only 34 lines in your issue of May 
20 on the subject of the Ministry of 
Education’s Building Bulletin No. 12. 
Here is a document—* Site Labour 
Studies in School Building” — which 
seems to me to bring out very starkly not 
only the enormous variations in efficiency 
between one building job and another 
but also a potential for increasing the 
output per man by two or three hundred 
per cent., and gives a realistic approach 
to the problems of management and 
technique. 

I know very well that in building the 
“assembly line” has to be moved from 
job to job; that no two jobs are alike; 
that site and weather conditions influence 
the rate of production; and that the prob- 
lems of management are complicated by 
the traditional relationship between 
client, designer and builder. Neverthe- 
less, the lesson which emerges so clearly 
from the Ministry of Education Building 
Bulletin is that something—and something 
spectacular—can be achieved in the way 
of increasing output per man on sites 
where reasonable managerial and techni- 
cal control is in operation. 

Forward planning, budgetary control, 
production control and so on, are after 
all only the methodical and organised 
application of commonsense to  pro- 
duction problems. In a works such as 
Fords of Dagenham, it is easy to see how 
essential they are and to demonstrate 
their results in the maintenance of a high 
rate of output at low cost. The same 
principles obviously apply to every in- 
dustrial problem. In building the tech- 
niques may have to be modified and the 
details of the procedures adjusted, but the 
problems are essentially the same. The 








THE FIRST STAGE OF THIS FACTORY in Kirkstall-road, Leeds, for John 
Thompson (Triumph Stoker) Ltd., was completed in 1953. The factory area at 
the back is to be extended. The architects are Messrs. Shapley and Davison, F/ARIBA. 
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Ministry of Education in this Building 
Bulletin indicated in a clearly understand- 
able way the points at which forward 
planning and other managerial tech- 
niques can radically affect the efficiency 
of the building operation. 

As a leading newspaper of an industry 
employing over a million men you would, 
I am sure, make a valuable contribution 
toward the national well-being by en- 
couraging analysis and discussion of this 


subject. 
E. L. G. Rossins. 
3, Bentley-way, Stanmore, Middx. 


*.* This Bulletin is at present under review, and 
the resulting article will shortly be published.—Eb. 


A LONDON SOCIETY OF 
PRIVATE ARCHITECTS 


Aims and Objects 


A LETTER from Mr. S. H. Statham, 
*™ ARIBA, in the Correspondence 
columns this week announces the forma- 
tion of a London Society of Private 
Architects. 

Mr. Statham, who is a partner in the 
firm of Sydney Clough, Son and Partners, 
of 39, Devonshire-street, W1, has given 
some further details to a representative of 
The Builder. The new body, he said, 
was not a renegade or “anti-RIBA” 
society. It was founded for the purpose 
of representing a section of architects in 
private practice in any negotiations with 
trade union bodies that might be 
necessary, and was not just another 
Institute to run parallel with the RIBA. 
“The domination of the RIBA by official 
architects, however unbiased the latter 
may be, is bound to make for a situation 
where things become easier and life more 
simple for the official salaried architect,” 
said Mr. Statham, who added that many 
small architectural firms from many parts 
of the country had written to say that 
the increase in officialdom was affecting 
them, and to lend support. 

The number of London private offices 
had been calculated at from 550-600, 
said Mr. Statham; of those 100-120 had 
already expressed interest to join. The 
subscriptions would be nominal, for the 
Society’s principal aim would be to pro- 
vide a common meeting ground for 
London private architects who, unlike 
members of the provincial Allied 
Societies, had no place to meet. 

The attitude of the RIBA to the new 
society was friendly, said Mr. Statham, 
but in view of the domination of the 
official architects, could not be expected 
to be encouraging. 


THE USE OF STONE 


In a statement issued by the British Stone 
Federation, 70, Victoria-street, SW1, dealing 
with the use of stone in the rebuilding of 
the City, it is pointed out that although the 
stone industry is taking all possible steps to 
meet the needs of architects and contractors 
it must be borne in mind that it takes some 
time to organise the production of stone and 
architects planning its use would do well to 
seek the earliest co-operation of their 
masonry contractors, who will be glad to 
offer suggestions on the economical use of 
stone. 
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Tewit Well on the Stray to be 
paved and walled in, naming 
it after the lapwing, which in 
Yorkshire is called a “tewit.” 
This spring, like St. John’s 
Well on the Stray, discovered 
in 1631, had chalybeate (i.e., 
iron) properties. The first 
sulphur well, in Low Harro- 
gate, was found c. 1656, 
Then a saline spring was dis- 
covered, and to-day more 
than 80 wells are known. 


“A TREELESS WASTE” 


{ At the end of the sixteenth 
century, the site of Harrogate 
was uninhabited; it was a 
desolate tract of waste land 


em te ee 


| 





York: Bootham Bar and the Minster. 


Harrogate and Thereabouts 


By MartIN S. Briccs, FRIBA 


HARROGATE is a very pleasant place 

to live in, and an admirable centre for 
a holiday or a conference, to say nothing 
of its prime function as a_ watering- 
place. It is attractively laid out, and 
is surrounded by charming country; but 
some of the claims made for it may mis- 
lead visitors. Certainly it stands high 
and is very bracing; but it is not a “ moor- 
land town,” and the only occasion when 
members of the RIBA Conference will 
realise “the wild magic of the moor- 
lands” will be on the long whole-day 
“Tour No. 5” through Wensleydale and 
Wharfedale. The other excursions, 
though pleasant enough, take visitors 
through scenery which is less spectacular, 
while the tours to Leeds and Wakefield 
will provide a glimpse of the grimmer 
industrial aspect of the West Riding. To 
understand that part of Yorkshire 


properly, one has to go further south- 
west into the stark, smoky valleys round 
Bradford, Halifax and Huddersfield—the 
country which the Bronté sisters and their 
Bentley, 


modern counterpart, Phyllis 


have immortalised. 








Yorkshire comprises three administra- 
tive counties, the “ Ridings,” with an in- 
credible variety of landscape and regional 
architecture: chalk hills, brick and pan- 
tile houses, huge churches of magnesian 
limestone in the East Riding; similar 
architecture in the fertile Plain of York; 
great expanse of mountain and heather, 
with stone houses, in the dales of the north 
and west. The extensive industrial area 
south of the river Aire, between Leeds, 
Sheffield and the Pennines, is scarred with 
collieries and “mills.” Harrogate itself 
is unique—only 15 miles north of Leeds, 
yet untouched by the grime of industry 
that has made the fortunes of many of its 
residents who “commute ” daily to their 
offices or factories in Leeds or Bradford. 

Unlike most of the towns where pre- 
vious RIBA Conferences have been held, 
it has hardly any history and no really 
ancient buildings. The earliest known 
reference to its springs occurs in the time 
of King John. Their virtues were first 
properly recognised in 1571 by a local 
landowner, William Slingsby, who had 
visited Continental spas. He caused the 





-<: forming part of the treeless 

: “Forest of Knaresborough.” 
The fashionable invalids who 
first came to drink the waters 
there, as a result of a remark- 
ably enterprising publicity 
campaign conducted by doc- 
tors and others in the seven- 
teenth century, had to find 
lodgings in neighbouring 
farmhouses and cottages, or 
even in tents brought for the purpose. 
The oldest inn, the ‘“‘ Queen’s Head,” on 
the site of the later “‘Queen’s Hotel,” 
was built in 1687; the first church c. 1749. 
One of the earliest descriptions of Harro- 
gate was written by Thomas Baskerville 
in 1677-8. He complained of the impor- 
tunity of the female attendants at the 
wells, and remarked unkindly that their 
complexions had been ruined by drinking 
sulphur-water. 


Another writer, in 1731, describes the 
primitive accommodation of his lodgings 
and the rigour of the climate: “One 
might expect there would be no occasion 
for a fire at midsummer; but the climate 
is so backward that an ash tree before 
my window is just beginning to put forth 
its leaves; and I am fain to have my bed 
warmed every night.”’ A generation later, 
Tobias Smollett wrote that “Harrogate 
is a wild common, bare, bleak, without 
tree or shrub, or the least sign of culti- 
vation”; and the Rev. Sydney Smith, 
early in the nineteenth century, was even 
more scathing: ‘“‘ Harrogate is the most 
heaven-forsaken country under the sun. 
When I saw it there were only nine mangy 
fir trees there, and even they all leaned 
away from it.” (What a contrast with 
1955, when the Corporation’s brochures 





Otley: the bridge and Chevin. 
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Sketch map of the country round Harrogate. The only roads shown are those traversed by RIBA Conference excursions and are 
numbered in accordance with the Conference programme. 


describe it, without undue hyperbole, as 
“Britain’s Floral Resort!’’) 


At any rate, somebody must have been 
active in Harrogate long before 1800, for 
in 1770 an Act of Parliament guaranteed 
the protection of the 200-odd acres of 
open common known as “ The Stray ’"— 
the feature which, above everything else, 
constitutes the chief and unique attrac- 
tion of the town. The population at the 
end of the eighteenth century was prob- 
ably between 200 and 300. It reached 
nearly 1,500 in 1812, and about 3,000 in 
1830. The beautiful pinewood on Harlow 
Moor was planted in 1796, the adjoining 
Observatory Tower was erected in 1829, 
the Royal Bath Hospital in 1824, and the 
Royal Pump Room in 1842. Of the older 
buildings, Mansfield House in Church- 
Square is said to have been planned as 
a theatre in 1788; Wedderburn House 
was built by Alexander Wedderburn, 


Lord Loughborough, in 1786; Nos. 1-4 
West Park form a Regency terrace; and 
Nos. 35-39, Swan-road were originally 
an inn in the eighteenth century. In 1830 
there were nine good inns or hotels, and 
brisk rivalry existed between the 
“Granby Arms” and the “Green 
Dragon,” who exchanged hospitality at 
a charge of 4s. per head for gentlemen 
who danced. 


Harrogate was therefore a small but 
fashionable watering-place a century ago, 
when my grandfather used to drive his 
young family over from his house near 
Wakefield, some 25 miles away (“ RIBA 
Tour No. 2”) for their annual summer 
holiday at an hotel on the Stray. The 
railway did not reach Harrogate till 1862. 
The Victoria Baths were built in 1871, 
the Royal Baths in 1897, and the Kursaal 
in 1903. The small private school in 
Park View that I began to attend as a 


weekly boarder in 1894 then faced open 
meadows, though close to the railway 
station. Those have since been built 
over; but, thanks to the Stray, the general 
layout of the town has not altered much 
during the past 60 years, despite the rapid 
growth of population from 16,316 in 
1891 to 51,290 in 1953. 


GROWTH OF AMENITIES 


Apart from the erection of many hotels 
and other buildings of all kinds, there has 
been a notable development of municipal 
amenities, especially public gardens. Of 
these, the chief is the lay-out of the old 
Bogs Field (where there are no fewer than 
36 mineral springs): and the adjeining 
Valley Gardens—one of the most beauti- 
ful examples of landscape-gardening and 
rock-gardening in England, bordered on 
the west by the pinewoods of Harlew 
Moor. It is, then, for its lay-out and for 
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Oakwell Hall, Birstall (the original of Fieldhead in “ Shirley ’’). 


its public gardens, rather than for its 
architectural interest, that Harrogate is 
so attractive; and perhaps, after all, the 
high-flown title of “ Britain’s Floral 
Resort” has been fairly earned. 

The places visited on the RIBA Con- 
ference excursions may be grouped under 
three heads: the cities of Leeds, Wake- 
field and York; the country districts east 
and north of Harrogate; and _ the 
ambitious tour of Wensleydale and 
Upper Wharfedale. The visit to York 
will presumably include the Treasurer’s 
House, the Guildhall, the three other old 
halls of medieval craft-guilds, and the 
Assembly Rooms, besides the buildings 
mentioned in the Conference programme; 
but York provides such an architectural 
feast that any attempt to summarise it 
here would be an impertinence. More- 
over, recent books on the city’s archi- 
tecture, and the success of the York 
Summer School, have brought York into 
the limelight that it deserves. 

The small cathedral at Wakefield shows 
Sir Gilbert Scott at his best as a restorer, 
and the interior should be seen. St. 
John’s-square is a pleasant Georgian 
backwater; the Town Hail (1880) is an 
interesting example of T. E. Collcutt’s 
early work; Heath Old Hall (c. 1564) is 
finely placed; and Heath House was built 
by James Paine in 1744-5. 

As for Leeds, that great and grimy city 
has much to its credit, and its former 
lamentable pre-eminence in the matter of 
back-to-back houses has happily been re- 
placed by a vigorous rehousing policy. 
It was the first English town to install 
traffic-lights and automatic télephones, its 
flats at Quarry Hill constituted a land- 
mark in modern housing, it was a pioneer 
of the Garchey system of refuse-disposal, 
it has the highest area of public parks 
per head among English cities, and 
possesses a really magnificent system of 
ring-roads. Its new University buildings, 
ingeniously contrived by Lanchester and 
Lodge in 1926 to enclose and conceal the 
characteristic “ Redbrick” blocks de- 
signed by Alfred Waterhouse in 1878, are 
still incomplete; and the skill of the plan- 
ning can only be realised by reference 
to the published competition-designs. It 
remains to be seen how the Portland 
stone facing will resist Leeds smoke. 
Architects should not fail to enter the 
noble circular Brotherton Library that 


forms the centre-piece of the 


University. 


A THREATENED CHURCH 


Of historical buildings, Leeds contains 
one gem in St. John’s Church, 1634, a 
unique example of belated Gothic with 
rich Carolean interior woodwork. Holy 
Trinity, Boar-lane, a pitch-black church 
designed by William Halfpenny (1722-7), 
has been “in the news” lately, because 
of a threat to demolish it as redundant. 
Adel Church, a tiny building on the road 
to Otley, is a fine Norman example; and 
Kirkstall Abbey is a forlorn ruin of a 
grand Cistercian foundation which 
formerly stood in pleasant rural sur- 
roundings and has been engulfed by 
industrialism. Temple Newsam, south of 
the city, still stands in a park, somewhat 
marred by open-cast coal-mining and by 
the prospect of collieries and sewage- 
farms. A noble specimen of Tudor and 
Jacobean architecture, it was acquired by 
the Corporation in 1922 as an art gallery, 
and contains a fine collection of pictures 
as well as its original furniture and hang- 
ings. Notable Leeds buildings of the 
Victorian period and since include the 
Parish Church by R. D. Cantrell (1839- 
41); the huge and pitch-black Town Hall 
by Cuthbert Brodrick (1853-8); the Gram- 
mar School by E. M. Barry (1858); Sir 
Gilbert Scott’s terribly unfunctional 


new 
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General Infirmary behind the Town Hall 
(1863-8); Headingley Church by J. L. 
Pearson, (1884); G. F. Bodley’s fine 
churches at Chapeltown and Holbeck; Sir 
Reginald Blomfield’s academic and rather 
disappointing street, The Headrow, begun 
in 1927; Eastwood and Greenslade’s re- 
markable Roman Catholic Cathedral of 
St. Ann (1902-4); Vincent Harris's 
Municipal Buildings (1933); and Curiis 
Green’s Queen’s Hotel (1938). 

Among smaller towns visited on the 
RIBA half-day excursions, Knares- 
borough, 4 miles from Harrogate, differs 
from it in every respect. It stands 
picturesquely on the river Nidd, where an 
excellently-designed stone railway viaduct 
helps to form a pleasant group with the 
ruined Norman castle. Ripon has a small 
cathedral with a Saxon crypt, a fine east 
window, and many other features of 
interest. It looms large in the sad history 
of church restoration, for, after Blore in 
1829 had inserted a flat ceiling over the 
nave and papier maché vaulting over the 
transept, Sir Gilbert Scott in 1862-70 
made a clean sweep of Blore’s work (and 
much else) internally; then redesigned and 
rebuilt the collapsing west front in a 
manner that few later critics have 
approved. Just outside Ripon are Foun- 
tains Abbey, too celebrated to need 
description here, and the beautiful 
Fountains Hall (1611), built with stone 
from the adjoining Abbey ruins. Not 
far away, but perhaps not included in 
“Tour No. 4,” stands Markenfield Hall 
(fourteenth-sixteenth centuries) one of the 
finest moated and fortified manor houses 
in England. Boroughbridge, a_ village 
rather than a small town, is important be- 
cause it stands on the Great North Road 
(formerly a Roman road) at the point 
where it crosses the river Ure. Close to 
the road and south-west of the village are 
three enormous monoliths, “ The Devil’s 
Arrows,” which may once have formed 
part of a prehistoric alignment. Half a 
mile south of Boroughbridge is Ald- 
borough, the Roman Isurium, one of the 
most notable fortified camps in Britain, 
covering 60 acres, and sited at the 
junction of several Roman roads. Here 
is a small museum and some excavations. 

The half-day excursions include visits 
to Harewood House (1759-71), a joint 
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Burnsall Grammar School, Wharfedale, built in 1602. 
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Te Nunnery Farm 
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work of John Carr and Robert Adam, 
though the latter designed the adjoining 
model village; and to Newby Hall (1705), 
wich has been loosely ascribed to Wren, 
w:thout any reliable evidence, and was 
subsequently altered by Robert Adam 
(c. 1767-85). The architects of the eigh- 
teenth-century mansions in Bramham 
Pork, between Wetherby and Aberford, 
and in Rudding Park, close to Harrogate, 
are unknown, but the gardens of the latter 
are said to, have been planned by Repton. 
Goldsborough Hall, three miles east of 
Knaresborough, a fine house of c. 1620, 
was for some years the home of the 
Piincess Royal. 


TOUR OF THE DALES 


The all-day tour of Wensleydale and 
Upper Wharfedale has been well arranged 
to show visitors the pick of the famous 
scenery of the Yorkshire dales. Of these, 
Swaledale lies north of my map and is 
not being visited, Wensleydale is in the 
valley of the river Ure, Nidderdale and 
Wharfedale need no explanation, and 
Airedale is attractive only above Skipton, 
the remainder of its length being 
industrialised. In Wensleydale, there are 
huge castles at Middleham and Bolton, 
and some picturesque houses at Askrigg, 
just beyond the limit of the tour. 
Aysgarth and Leyburn are pleasant stone- 
built villages mainly concerned with 
sheep. Crossing over the pass into 
Wharfedale, one sees the quaint old 
church of Hubberholme down by the 
river, with a unique rood-screen. As 
one drives down the valley, almost every 


A typial Dale village 
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building is of local 
stone and centuries 
old. At Linton is a 
remarkable group of 
eighteenth - century 
almshouses on a 
picturesque village 
green; and at Burn- 
sall, the old Gram- 
mar School, built in 
1602 by a native who 
became Lord Mayor 
of London. Two 
miles farther we see 
the charming village 
of Appletreewick 
Near it is visible Parce- 
vall Hall, the home of Sir William 
Milner, Bart, FRIBA; where he enter- 
tained the Chinese artist, Chiang Yee, 
while the latter was writing and illus- 
trating his delightful book, A Silent 
Traveller in the Yorkshire Dales. Then 
comes Bolton Abbey (strictly speaking, an 
Augustinian priory), mostly in ruins, but 
preserved in part as a parish church, and 
beautifully situated by the river. This 
locality was often painted by J. M. W. 
Turner, while staying at Farnley Hall, 
ear Otley. There is also a picturesque 
seventeenth-century rectory near _ the 
Abbey. Here the route crosses the river 
Wharfe, and returns to Harrogate via 
Blubberhouses. 


On the last morning of the Conference, 
car-owners might enjoy a drive to (i) 
Selby Abbey, Cawood Palace, and Bolton 
Percy Church, as shown on my map: or 
(ii} via Beckwithshaw, Leathley, Farnley 
Park—turning aside to see the medieval 
bridge at Otley —then along the north 
side of the Wharfe past Weston. Hall 
(Tudor), the charming hamlet of Ask- 
with, Denton Park (the house built by 
Carr of York, 1778), to Ilkley; returning 
past Guiseley Rectory (1601) and by the 
Roman road over Otley Chevin (fine view 
of Wharfedale) to Pool, then past 
Arthington Nunnery (1585) and Castley 
Hall (c. 1700) to Harrogate. A pilgrimage 
to the Bronté country round Haworth is 
rather far for a half-day, and involves 
several miles through industrial squalor. 


across the river. 





*.* Further details of the tours are given in 
‘* Conference Diary ’’ on this page. 
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THE CONFERENCE DIARY 


JROLLOWING is a summary of the 

arrangements for the British Archi- 
tects’ Conference to be held at Harrogate 
from June 8 to 11. 

The conference headquarters will be 
the Majestic Hotel, Ripon-road (tel.: 
Harrogate 2261). During the conference 
there will be an exhibition, in the Royal 
Hall, of work carried out in the area of 
the West Yorks Society of Architects, 
including work from recognised schools. 


PROGRAMME 


Wednesday, June 8.—Informal re- 
ception at Majestic Hotel at which mem- 
bers will be guests of the West Yorks 
Society of Architects. 9-11.30 p.m. 


Thursday, June 9.—Inaugural meeting 
at Royal Hall. Reception by Mayor of 
Harrogate. Address by Mr. C. H. Aslin, 
CBE, PRIBA, followed by papers on 
“The Organisation of the Building 
Industry and the Architect’s Responsi- 
bilities,” by Sir Thomas Bennett, FRIBA, 
and Mr. D. E. Woodbine Parish, past- 
president, LMBA. 9.45 a.m.-12.30 p.m. 
Garden Party at Harewood House and 
cricket match (Yorkshire v. The Rest), 
2.45-5.30 p.m. Coaches leave head- 
quarters at 2.15 p.m. Civic Reception 
and Dance, at Royal Hall, by invitation 
of Mayor and Corporation. 8.30 p.m.- 
midnight. 


Friday, June 10.— Thursday’s papers 
continued, by same authors. 10 a.m.- 
1 p.m. 

ALTERNATIVE HALF-DAY TOURS 

Tour No. 1 (2.15 p.m.).—Headquarters—Pannal— 
Harewood—Leeds (tour, arranged by the City Archi- 
tect, of rehousing schemes, flats, development areas) 
—tea at Temple Newsam—Wetherby—Spofforth— 
Headquarters at 5.30 p.m. 

Tour No. 2 (2.15 p.m.).—Headquarters—Knares- 
borough — Wetherby — Bardsey — Wakefield (tour 
arranged by the West Riding County Architect to the 
new County Architect’s offices—survey of architec- 
tural work)—(tea)—Aberford—Bramham—Boston Spa 
—Wetherby—Spofforth—Headquarters at 5.30 p.m. 

Tour No. 3 (2.15 p.m.).—Headquarters—Knares- 
borough — Ferrensby — Minskip — Boroughbridge — 
Skelton—Newby Hall (Adam interiors, works of art, 
gardens of high repute)—(tea)—Ripon—Wormald 
Green—Ripley—Headquarters at 5.30 p.m. 

Tour No. 4 (2.15 p.m.).—Headquarters—Ripley— 
Bishop Thornton Road—Fountains Abbey and Hall— 
Studley Royal—Ripon (tea)—Wormald Green—Head- 
quarters at 5.30 p.m. 


ALTERNATIVE WHOLE-DAY TOURS 

Tour No. 5 (10 a.m.).—Headquarters—Ripley— 
Sawley—Grantley—Masham—Middleham or Leyburn 
(lunch) — Wensley — Aysgarth—Buckden—Burnsall— 
Bolton Abbey — Blubberhouses — Headquarters at 
5.30 p.m. 

Tour No. 6 (0 a.m.). — Headquarters—Knares- 
borough—Green Hammerton—arrive York at about 
11 a.m. (Guides will be available to take parties on 
tours of York including the Minster. City Walls, 
Castle Museum, The Shambles, Castle Gate, etc. 


Lunch 1 p.m., tea 4 p.m.}—Acomb—Rufforth— 
Marston Moor—Wetherby—Spofforth—Headquarters 
at 5.30 p.m. 


Conference Dinner at Majestic Hotel. 
Guests will be received by PRIBA and 
president, West Yorks Society of Archi- 
tects, 7.45 p.m. 

Saturday, June 11.—Informal visits to 
places of interest. 


ITALIAN INDUSTRIAL DESIGN 


THE ITALIAN INSTITUTE is organising 
an exhibition entitled “Selected Examples 
of Italian Industrial Design,” which will 
be held at 39, Belgrave-square, SWI, 
from June 30 to July 30. It will be 
opened on June 29 by Sir Gordon 
Russell, Director, CoID. 
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Awarded MOHLG Housing Medal, 1955. 


House, Linton-lane, Wetherby 
HUBERT BENNETT, FRIBA, ARCHITECT 


HIS house, the client for which was Mrs. Hubert 
Bennett, has been built in old limestone wall- 
stones, and the roof covered with Yorkshire greystone 
slates taken from old cottages in Knaresborough. It 
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The front entrance. 


is of 1,500 sq. ft. area plus study and outbuildings. 
External walls are 7in. stone, 2in. cavity and 4 in. 
cement-sawdust blocks. Heating and hot water from 
a “‘ Janitor ” cokette boiler. ‘‘ Carda”’ windows with 
plate glass have been used. The house has just been 
awarded a Housing Medal by the Ministry of Housing 
and Local Government. Leonard Garbutt, builder. 
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Veterans’ Shelter, Cross 
Flatts Park, Leeds 


R. A. H. LIVETT, OBE, ARIBA, 
CITY ARCHITECT 


H. C. CONNELL, ARIBA, SECTION OFFICER 
G. BEANLAND, ARCHITECT-IN-CHARGE 


J. W. DUFTON & SONS, LTD., BUILDERS 


SE by Mr. Thos. Watson, 
of Durban, this small hall 
(approximately 20 ft. by 33 ft.) built in 
Cross Flatts Park for old age pen- 
sioners, in which they can rest, is 
constructed in 11 in. cavity walls with 
external facing bricks. The roof is 
felting on pre-cast concrete units to 
flat roof and felting on wood-wool 
slabs on trusses to pitched roof. Floors 
are 4 in. concrete on hardcore, finished 
with asphalt and granolithic. The cost 
was £2,502. Subcontractors (all of 
Leeds) were: Heating installations, 
Modern Heating Co. (Button), Ltd.; 
roofing, Roy Roofing, Ltd.; painting, 
Terry’s Decorators, Ltd.; asphalting, 
Northern Asphalt and _ Roofing 
Works Co., Ltd.; electric installa- 
tions, Allenby and Stockell, Ltd. 




















WINTON Fitzwilliam Infants’ 
School, South Yorkshire, has 
been designed for the West Riding 
County Council for 240 infants. 
The assembly hall is also used for 
dining 200 children. Foundations 
are of special cellular concrete 
design, as the site is subject to 
mining subsidence. The school was 
completed in 1952. 





Architects 
SHAPLEY & DAVISON, F/ARIBA 








Swinton Fitzwilliam Infants’ School, S. Yorks 
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Layout. Below: Brackenhurst Hostel. 


Moorfield House Estate Development, Leeds 


R. A. H. LIVETT, OBE, ARIBA, CITY ARCHITECT 


P. B. HASWELL, BArch, ARIBA, DEPUTY; E.L. MYERS, ARIBA, CHIEF ASSISTANT (Health and Welfare 


WEST & SONS (LEEDS), LTD., BUILDERS 











31955 @& June 3 1955 THE BUILDER 915 


T= development was planned on a site 

in a residential district of Leeds, and 
comprises a large house called ‘* Moorfield 
House ’”’ with extensive grounds. The 
house was purchased as a hostel, and the 
grounds have been developed into an 
estate with a bias towards the needs of old 
people. 

The development of Moorfield House 
estate (and existing house and grounds) 
centres around a large new hostel building 
for 52 old men and women, with a group 
of semi-detached dwellings comprising one- 
and two-bedroom flats for old persons, 
two- and three-bedroom dwellings for 
families; and a three-storey block of flats 
for single women. The existing ‘‘ Moor- 
field House,” which is at the top of the 
site has been converted into a hostel for 
34 old men (not illustrated). 

BRACKENHURST HOsTEL is planned for 
single and double bed-sitting-rooms with a 
central unit comprising a large dining- 
room, kitchen, and lounge with smaller 
quiet rooms and smoke rooms. Bath- Brackenhurst Hostel from south. 
rooms, utility rooms, lavatories and linen 
rooms are planned near the bed-sitting- 
rooms. Exclusive of the furnishings the 
cost was £46,000. Messrs. West and Son 
(Leeds), Ltd., were the builders; The 
Modern Heating (Button), Ltd., Leeds, 
did the heating installation, and Allenby 
and Stokell, Ltd., Leeds, electrical. 

FLATS FOR AGEING PERSONS are in blocks 
of four flats, two on each floor, with con- 
crete structural floors and staircases with 
appropriate finishes, each flat having one 
or two bedrooms. Back to back ranges 
are installed between living-room and 
kitchen, and provision made for a gas 
cooker. West and Sons (Leeds), Ltd., 
were again the builders, as also for the two 
and three-bedroomed family HOUsEs. 

FLATS FOR SINGLE WOMEN are provided 
in a three-storey block containing 12 
single-bedroomed flats with kitchenette 
and bathroom. The central staircase gives 
access to an open balcony on each floor 
from which the flats are approached. 
Electric fires are built-in in the living-rooms 
and hot water provided by gas water 
heaters. The contractors were Messrs. 
George Calverley and Sons, Leicester. Brackenhurst Hostel: The lounge. Below: Pian. 
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Houses, showing (behind telegraph pole) 3-bed house (type A3) and Plans : type A2 house (top) and type A3, 
(to right) 2-bed house (type A2). outbuilding additional. 













































2-person flats (type F2). 





CPub ae Gf ki 


| Soe 


i 





Plans of ageing persons’ flats (type F1). 
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MOORFIELD HOUSE ESTATE, LEEDS: Flats for single women. Ground-floor plan (1st and 2nd floors similar). 
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View of a model 
from north - east. 


TWO WEST RIDING SCHEMES are here illustrated. Above is Bardsey Primary School (W. G. Bird (Harrogate), 
Ltd., builders), below, a view from a slum street of the Calder College of Further Education, Todmorden (Alfred 
Robinson (Builders & Contractors), Ltd., builders). Hubert Bennett, FRIBA, West Riding County Architect. 
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POLICE HOUSING, CALIFORNIA DRIVE, HORBURY, NEAR WAKEFIELD 


oq HUBERT BENNETT, FRIBA, WEST 
___- RIDING COUNTY ARCHITECT 


HIRTY police constables’ houses 
at California-drive, Horbury, 
near Wakefield. Houses are of four 
types, of which semi-detached pairs 
are illustrated. The main contractors 
were Messrs. Henry Boot and Sons, 
Ltd., of Sheffield, subcontractors 
and suppliers being: 

Electrical, A. E. Sharpe ; thermo- 
plastic floor tiles, Limmer and Trini- 
dad Lake Asphalt Co., Ltd.; bitu- 
minous roofing felt, Ruberoid Co., 
me concrete Corton tiles, oat 
= Tile Co., Ltd.; facing bricks, Richar 
Bh w w& ‘al ti Thomas and Baldwins, Ltd.; iron- 
s mongery, Lockerbie and Wilkinson 

FLA imi E a fo i fh) ja (Birmingham), Ltd.; sitting room 
a B [| [| | | fireplace surrounds, John Mollett, 
Ltd.; paint, Sissons Bros. and Co., 
Ltd.; roadworks and road drainage. 
FRONT ELEVATION BACK ELEVATION C. and F. Construction Co.; and 


lawns and trees, J. H. Barraclough. 
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News of the Week 


1UA CONGRESS 


PROFESSOR BARTNING, the presi- 

dent of the Bund Deutscher Archi- 
tekten, representing architects in Western 
Germany, and Professor Hopp, president 
of the Bund Deutscher Architekten 
in der Deutschen Demokratischen 
Republik, representing - architects in 
Eastern Germany, met recently in Berlin 
for discussions with Monsieur Pierre 
Vago, the Secretary-General of the Inter- 
national Union of Architects. 

Up to the present only Western 
Germany had been represented on the 
Assembly and committees of the Inter- 
national Union, and the object of the 
meeting was to consider the setting up 
of a committee to represent architects in 
Eastern Germany. 

However, as a result of the meeting, it 
was agreed that for the purposes of the 
Internationgl Union architects through- 
out Germany should be represented by a 
single committee, and that at the Congress 
of the IUA at The Hague in July of this 
year German architects should be repre- 
sented by a single delegation of four, to 
include the presidents of both architec- 
tural societies. 

Efforts to set up a separate committee 
to represent East German architects have 
accordingly been discontinued. 


SOUTHERN RHODESIAN 
ARCHITECTS 


THE recognised organisation represent- 
ing architects in Southern Rhodesia is 
the Institute of Southern Rhodesian 
Architects (which is allied to the RIBA), 
with headquarters at Savoy House (4th 
floor), Inez-terrace, Salisbury, Southern 
Rhodesia. This reference should be 
added to the Directory of official bodies 
in the building industry in the Union of 
South Africa, the Federation and East 
Africa printed in the Central and South 
African number of The Builder which 
appeared on March 11 last, and replaces 
a reference incorrectly given. 


SALARIED ARCHITECTS 

Tue Association of Building Tech- 
nicians invites architects and architectural 
assistants to an open meeting at the 
Building Centre, Store-street, WC1, on 
June 16, at 6 p.m. when the “ Represen- 
tation of Salaried Architects” will be 
dise 
NO PRICE FIXING 


AN attempt to forestall prica fixing 
practice in the submission of tenders for 


a £300,000 civic centre at Wood Green, - 


Middlesex, is being made by the borough 
council. 

Eight contractors have been invited to 
send in tenders. - 

All have been asked to certify, when 
doing so, that they have not disclosed 
their proposed prices or discussed details 
with any other party. 


LMBA BRAINS TRUST 

Tue annual “ Brains Trust” held by 
LMBA Central Area No. 1 will take place 
at Derry and Tom’s Restaurant, Kensing- 
ton High-street, W8, on June 8. 

The panel of “ brains” will consist of 


~ Gloucester-place, 
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an architec-—Mr. A. R. F. Anderson, 
FRIBA, of Messrs. Anderson, Forster 
and Wilcox; a surveyor — Mr. M. H. 
Thackray, FRICS, of Messrs. Franklin 
and Andrews; the LMBA technical infor- 
mation officer—Mr. E. G. Dean, of the 
Ministry of Works; and a contractor— 
Mr. A. J. Chapman, JP, MIOB, of C. H. 
Gibson, Ltd. Mr. I. M. Leslie, OBE, JP, 
Hon. ARIBA, editor of The Builder, will 
again act as question master. 
Invitations to attend have also been ex- 
tended to the borough engineers and sur- 
veyors and district surveyors in the area. 


DIPLOMA PRESENTATION 


Proressor A. E. RICHARDSON, FRIBA, 
president of the Royal Academy, will pre- 
sent diplomas at the Central School of 
Arts and Crafts, Southampton Row, 
WCI, on June 16. An exhibition of work 
carried out at the School will also be 
arranged and will remain open until 
June 24. 


RICS ANNUAL MEETING 


THE annual general meeting of the 
Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors 
to receive the council’s report for the 
session 1954-55, and the results of the 
ballot for the election of the council for 
the ensuing session, will be held at the 
Institution on June 6, at 5 p.m. 


SURVEYORS’ CONFERENCE 


A CONFERENCE of quantity surveyor 
members of the Royal Institution of 
Chartered Surveyors will be held on June 
16. The programme of the conference 
will include a review of the quantity sur- 
veying profession during the last three 
years, presented by Mr. Alan W. Davson, 
FRICS, on behalf of the Quantity Sur- 
veyors’ Committee, and addresses on 
quantity surveying overseas, followed by 
a general discussion on this item and the 
paper presented by Mr. Davson. 


CONCRETE PROPOSALS 


AT the invitation of the Prestressed 
Concrete Development Group, Dr. Ing. 
F. Leonhardt is to deliver a lecture in 
London on “ Prestressed Concrete Struc- 
tures in Germany with Concentrated Ten- 
dons.” ‘The lecture will be given at the 
Institution of Civil Engineers at 6 p.m. on 
Tuesday, June 14. Admission by ticket 
only, obtainable from the Secretary, Pre- 
stressed Concrete Development Group, 
Cement and Concrete Association, 52, 
Grosvenor-gardens, London, SW1. 

The Prestressed Concrete Development 
Group has also issued further details of 
the International Federation of Prestress- 
ing, to be held in Amsterdam from August 
29 to September 2 next. Those wishing 
to attend the congress from this country 
should communicate with the Group’s 


Secretary at the above address. 


TWO ESTATES 


Mr. Hansiip FLETCHER, late of 
Portman-square, W, 
the artist, left £5,325 gross, £5,205 net 
(duty paid £156). He left his drawing of 
The. Broad, Oxford, to the Society for 
the Protection of Ancient Buildings; his 
copy of London Passed and Passing to 
the trustees of Dr. Johnson’s house; his 
bound volumes of the newspaper copies 


of his original drawings that have 
appeared in the Sunday Times since 1923, 
with the Demolition of Regent-street, 
Waterloo-place, and Changing Piccadilly, 
to the London Society. 

Mr. ARTHUR WELFoRD, ARIBA, of 
Woodbridge, Suffolk, left £80,852 gross, 
£75,990 net (duty paid £22,850). 


BIRMINGHAM FACTORY SCHEME 


A SCHEME for “ factory colonies” to 
house small firms displaced by re- 
development in Birmingham is being 
prepared by Messrs. W. S. Atkins and 
Partners, for the Midland area of the 
National Union of Manufacturers. Bir- 
mingham Corporation have offered four 
sites on 75-year leases. 

The consultants are preparing a report, 
taking as an example one site—at Dart- 
mouth-street, in a central redevelopment 
area. The report suggests building on the 
three-and-a-half-acre site nine three- 
storey or four-storey factory buildings, 
with steel or reinforced concrete frame- 
work and brick and glass sides. 

With three-storey buildings the total 
floor area would be 209,000 sq. ft.; with 
four storeys 273,000 sq. ft. Firms which 
will be disturbed by redevelopment in 
the next 10 years will be housed first. 


HOW CAN WE PLAN? 


Is town planning in fact possible, 
within the moral and legislative frame- 
work which we have set ourselves in this 
country? Sir William Holford, Profes- 
sor of Town Planning at University Col- 
lege, London, and until recently Con- 
sultant to the City of London on Town 
Planning, will examine this question in 
three Third Programme talks, on June 6, 
13 and 19, from the standpoint of archi- 
tectural design, local government and 
social activity. 


PROFESSIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Mr. Epwin R. CuaiLton, FRIBA, MTPI, Dist. TP, 
architect and town peame consultant, has changed 
A oe to 88, St. Aldate’s, Oxford (tel.: Oxford 

Messrs. WOODROFFE, BUCHANAN & COULTER, archi. 
tects and surveyors, have taken into partnership Mr. 
W. W. CHapman, OBE, TD, ARIBA. The firm will 


continue to | actise from 5, Bedford-row, WCl, and 


also at 41, High-street, Tring, Herts. 


Messrs. RAGLAN SQUIRE AND —, con- 
sultants, of London, Rangoon and Baghdad, have 
been commissioned ‘to prepare a town on 
scheme for the cities of Mosul and Nineveh, Iraq. 


Messrs. HAMMETT AND Norton, chartered  archi- 
tects, of 29, Sackville-st., Wi, announce that their 
new telephone number is ” Regent 1058-9-0. 


FROM “THE BUILDER” OF 1855 
Saturday, June 2, 1855 


Mopet DweELLING-Houses aT HaAmp- 
STEAD. — It is proposed to erect three 
model dwelling-houses at Hampstead, for 
the accommodation of 30 families, from 
the designs of Mr. Charles Lee, archi- 
tect, each family to have three rooms, 
with scullery, water-closet, and coal 
cellar. The following tenders have been 
delivered :— 

Locke and Nesham 

Myers 

Styche and Grey ............ 

Hopkins and Roberts 

Patrick and Sons 

The works will 
immediately. 
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“LOOKING AT AFRICA” 


Problems of African Housing 


- LOOKING AT AFRICA” was the 

title given to a talk which Mr. 
Peter Kenyon, MA, AMICE, and Mr. 
Ian Leslie, OBE, Hon. ARIBA, jointly 
gave to the Architectural Association on 
May 19. The President, Mr. Peter 
Shepheard, BArch, ARIBA, was in the 
chair. 

Mr. LEs.ig, after outlining the scope 
of the talk—in which it was proposed to 
say something about African housing 
which had struck Mr. Kenyon and him- 
self as important as being the point at 
which the depressive circle of bad accom- 
modation, unbalanced nutrition, poor 
health, low production and low earning 
capacity which enmesh the African in 
urban areas could best be broken—said 
that he and Mr. Kenyon would speak 
largely to slides. His own visit to Africa 
had begun by arriving at Cape Town in 
what he could best describe as the grape 
blue of dawn. It was an incredible sight 
to come in from the sea to find Table 
Mountain lying there, very lovely, with 
a shimmering necklace of light around it 
—unforgettable, and, for him, unfor- 
gotten. 

Cape Town was an old and settled 
place where a fairly good relationship 
had been worked out between the Euro- 
pean and coloured races. He did not see 
in his short visit many buildings of great 
architectural merit, but some good work 


was being done outside the city by young 
architects, especially in housing, where 
the architects were putting up a good 


“ 


show against the “spec.” builders. He 
showed slides of Professor Thornton 
White’s lovely house at Constantia. 
Thornton White was doing a tremendous 
job in South Africa; he really treated 
Africa as his parish and was busy all 
over the place; he had (said the speaker) 
been more responsible than anyone else 
for the improvement of architecture in 
South and Central Afvica. 

Showing a slide of the Claridge’s Hotel 
on Durban seafront (Beyuis and Crofton, 
architects), Mr. Leslie said that it showed 
a welcome departure from many of the 
buildings which he saw in Africa, nor- 
mally monumental, solid and inclined to 
be dull. The face of this building had 
been set back to form balconies, and this 
gave interest. There were other good 
buildings, of which one was Albany 
House, by Paton, Taylor and Partners. 


JOHANNESBURG AND PRETORIA 


Mr. Kenyon then showed slides of 
Pretoria and Johannesburg, among them 
views of the Chamber of Mines building 
(MacFadyen and Gardner), Johannes- 
burg, and the Union Building, Pretoria, 
a fine group of buildings, finely built and 
a great monument to the taste of Africa 
for this sort of building. Showing other 
slides of new buildings in Pretoria, Mr. 
Kenyon said that these might be in Eng- 
land or any other part of Europe. But 
Church Square showed the lovely dignity 
of Dutch influence. Showing a slide of 
a mule team, he said that the ox-span 
had greatly influenced the layout of 
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Architect’s house, Lourenco Marques, 
Portuguese East Africa. 


African towns, for Rhodes had laid 
down, in Bulawayo, that the city roads 
were to be wide enough to turn a span 
of oxen in. Showing a slide of a sign 
indicating the Tropic of Capricorn, he 
said that it was a nice idea that geo- 
graphy should be illustrated on the roads. 


Mr. LESLIE then showed some slides 
of game in the Kruger National Park, 
one of South Africa’s national play- 
grounds, which ran for about 300 miles 
up the side of Portuguese East Africa. 
Every conceivable wild African animal 
was there. He had gone on to Louren¢go 
Marques in Portuguese East Africa. The 
architecture there was very lively. Show- 
ing an architect’s house on pilotis, he 
said that as a man who liked to know 
what was the function of function, he 
was glad to find the reason for the stilts 
which made house-breaking that much 
more difficult. 


RHODE.-A 


Mr. KENYON then showed slides of 
Southern Rhodesia, including views of 
the ruins of Zimbabwe, said to be 3,000 
years old, one of the mysteries of Africa, 
with its vast fantastic buildings with cut 
stone. Other slides were of the Birchen- 
ough Bridge, African housing on a 
tobacco estate (built with bricks made by 
an itinerant bricklayer from the clay 
from anthills), African bachelor flatted 
quarters built by Salisbury municipality, 
and of Rhodes’ grave in the Matoppos 
near Bulawayo. He also showed a mag- 
nificent series of pictures of the Victoria 
Falls—in native parlance “The Smoke 
that Thunders.” 


Speaking of Salisbury, Mr. Les ir 
said that one of the more remarkable 
things about Rhodesia was that they 
should build high in their cities rather 
than low. The answer lay in the cost of 
services, roads, water and electric light, 
and so they found it cheaper to go up. 
Colour was used a good deal in building, 
and slides of an office block (by Pallett 
and Price) and Trafalgar Court (by 
Ross Mackenzie, van Heerden and Hart- 
ford) were shown as examples. 


Coming to Lusaka, the capital of 
Northern Rhodesia, Mr. Leslie said that 
the town was badly laid out, with the 
railway running slap through the middle. 
There were plans to move the railway to 
the west of the town and then there could 
be proper development. Much good 
architectural work was being done there 
by private architects and by the Public 
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Works Department under the Assistant 
Director (Buildings), Mr. Lloyd Spencer, 
and Mr. Cecil Agg. Colour was being 
well used in buildings. The Rennie 
Schools, Lusaka, reputed to have cost 
£1im., was one of the best finished build- 
ings he had seen anywhere. 


Mr. KENYON said that the whole of 
Northern Rhodesia was basically tied up 
with copper mining, and its wealth de- 
pended on the mines. In the towns one 
found a split between those parts de- 
veloped by the mining corporations with 
housing and recreational facilities for 
their own people, and the shops, banks 
and garages built by the municipality; 
on one side were well-kept gardens and 
streets with good lighting, and on the 
other the local authority was trying to 
provide the same facilities out of the 
rates. Showing slides of some of the 
mining buildings, Mr. Kenyon said that 
the mining interests, who had been there 
only about a year, had had electricity 
for about 11 months, a permanent water 
supply, and almost every amenity to 
make life bearable. But the municipal 
part of the town had not even started, 
and would be a long way behind. “It 
is one of the problems whether the 
various copper mining corporations 


‘should be allowed to pour millions into 


the city without giving Government 
grants to the municipality to follow them, 
and whether what is now happening is 
producing the sort of towns they should 
have,” said Mr. Kenyon. 


AFRICAN HOUSING 


The slides ended with some views of 
buildings.in Nairobi and Uganda, shown 
by Mr. Leslie, who then introduced the 
subject of African housing in Africa. 


Africa’s greatest present need, from 
which much else would spring, was for 
a stabilised urban community of Afri- 
cans who engage in industry, said Mr. 
LeEs.LieE. However convenient it might be 
for the large employers of labour to 
house men in bachelor houses or bar- 
racks, it was in the long run a wasteful 
procedure, as well as being anti-social. 
No young country, young in the indus- 
trial sense, that was, could afford the cost 
of supporting a native industrial popu- 
lation which had two homes, one in the 
town and the other on the reservation, 
when it could not afford to pay an 
economic rent for even one. 


No country could afford, either, to pro- 
voke the undoubted social unrest and 
evils which could and would spring over 
a long period from splitting the family. 
The more enlightened industrialist (and 
that was particularly true of Rhodesia) 
was finding that the socially-established 
African was more contented and would 
be a better worker, and so he was pro- 
viding family housing. 

Mr. KENYON said that he had been 
able to study economics of family hous- 
ing in Southern Rhodesia. There the 
employer paid the African’s rent and he 
paid it direct to the local authority, which 
was responsible for housing in Africa. 
He was only prepared to pay a rent at 
the same figure whether the African was 
married or not, and the problem, there- 
fore, was one for the local authority and, 
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in turn, the Government, to provide 
houses for African families. at the same 
cost as they built dormitories for 
bachelors. 


He thought they were solving this. In 
Salisbury it cost about. £66 to build ac- 
commodation for a bachelor, and the 
rent of that was £1 a month, which was 
just economic. It cost, however, £250 
to build a house for a family, and that 
worked out at about £2 a month, plus 
£1 a month for such things as rates, 
water, administration. However, pro- 
vided one agreed to the idea which was 
now becoming accepted of Africans 
taking in lodgers, this figure of £3 could 
be reduced. Two lodgers at £1 a month 
meant the householder only paid £1, so 
one got a householder and two lodgers 
housed in a family unit for the same 
price as three bachelors. 


“One thing, however, which applies to 
ali African housing does concern me,” 
added Mr. Kenyon, “and I notice that 
Sir Richard Costain spoke about this 
over there a little while ago—I refer to 
the very high cost of services such as 
roads, drains, etc., caused by the very 
low density of the housing, and also to 
the fact that their town planning may be 
the planners’ ideal—towns with no one 
living in the middle and all living on the 
outskirts in ‘ dormitory suburbs.’ ” 


Mr. LEs.LiE: “ Yes, that is quite cor- 
rect, and without wishing here to intro- 
duce the question of Apartheid, the prob- 
lem of these suburbs, combined with the 
separationism or racial segregation, does 
mean that the African has to live a long 
way from his place of work. I person- 
ally see very little objection to Whites 
and Africans living in separate colonies, 
as a preliminary perhaps to mixed zones 
based on common denominators of reli- 
gion, work, culture, interests and intel- 
lect; but I can see many housing ven- 
tures for Africans being jeopardised by 
the distances which their occupants have 
to travel daily to and from their places 
of work. Johannesburg is an extreme 
case; there the mine worker may have to 
travel 10 or 12 miles to his work by a 
combination of foot, bus and train— 
time-wasting, uncomfortable and expen- 
sive. There is need for the proper town 
planning of housing and industry.” 


[Editor's Note: We take in here some 


Architects’ offices, Lusaka, NR. 
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notes on structural systems which the 
time factor forced Mr. Kenyon to cut 
out of his talk: — 


“Now for a word on_ structural 
systems. They may seem crude and 
lacking in modern methods from our 
point of view, but I would remind you: 


1. Raw materials are few; softwood 
does not exist and hardwood is expen- 
sive. Bricks are ‘home-made’ and 
poor. Cement is the only really 
available material other than aggre- 
gate and corrugated iron and asbestos. 


2. Transport by road is non-existent 
and is not allowed anyway—even if 
the roads did exist! 


3. Transport by rail is poor and 
slow. 


4. Rhodesia is inland and overseas 
shipment is therefore expensive. 


Systems of construction must, there- 
fore, use something prefabricated (if that 
is the right word) on the site from basic- 
ally local materials: otherwise they must 
stick to the normal methods of construc- 
tion. The result is that on native housing 
the systems used are: 


1. Bricks. 


2. Interlocking blocks (concrete) 
which allow semi-trained Africans to 
build without too many mistakes. 


3. Some forms of pre-construction 
such as the Laing/ Roberts system of 
“slab” houses, poured on the 7m 
where they are required. 


I realise that much has been done on this 
problem, but I feel it is a real one to 
Africa, and the solving of it could affect 
much in African development. I hope 
that much more thought will go into this 
in the future.” ] 


Mr. LEsie: “ And finally, we want to 
make two main points. The first is that 
in a young industrial country like Africa, 
all social progress is at present limited 
by the ability of the European popula- 
tion to carry the African until he is 
equipped to help himself. Progress 
based on revenue or on the Africans’ 
ability to pay something approaching an 
economic rent for housing sometimes 
seems impossibly slow, and I hope there 
may be people here who can tell us more 
about the powers of the Colonial Deve- 
lopment Corporation to finance housing 
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and buildings for social purposes. In 
any case, the African’s development, and 
the economic development of Africa as 
a whole, depends on an improved stan- 
dard of family housing and the acquiring 
of simple skills, either technical or of 
good land husbandry, which will enable 
him to reach higher standards of health, 
nutrition and production, and so entitle 
him to higher wages than the average of 
20s. weekly which he now earns. 


“Political advancement and _ higher 
education are no doubt important, but it 
is worth while remembering, as some 
seem inclined to forget, that this 
great backward continent cannot talk 
herself out of her troubles, but can 
advance only by work. The African 
first needs help in establishing himself 
and his family when he answers the call 
of industry; that he is fully capable of 
profiting by that help and by instruction 
no one who has even looked at Africa 
can doubt.” 


Mr. Kenyon: “ And the second point 
is this. African housing programmes 
succeed or fail by the simple test of 
whether those that live in them can 
afford them. Where every extra pound 
spent is reflected directly in rent, it is 
essential that the fullest use be made of 
research and that the keenest brains in 
the building industry be applied to the 
problem of devising satisfactory and 
cheap constructional systems. Lack of 
continuity in house building programmes 
discourages architects, builders and 
manufacturers of structural systems and 
suitable materials from getting their 
teeth into problems. What every part of 
Africa needs is a long-term housing pro- 
gramme in which finance is not turned 
on and off as by a tap.” 


Discussion 


Mr. W. L. GoreELL BARNES, CMG (Asst. 
Under Secretary, Colonial Office), propos- 
ing a vote. of thanks, said they had listened 
to and looked at a very interesting series of 
slides and descriptions of African housing 
and building of all kinds in South Africa 
and the Rhodesias. He wished to take up 
particularly what the speakers had been 
saying about African housing for, in the 
African Division of the Colonial Office, 
they believed it to be of absolutely first- 
class importance, and the lecturers had 
brought out most of the problems which 
faced those who were trying to give guidance 
to Governments and Territories. There was 


African 4-room house, Kempala, Uganda. 
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nothing of what might be called wrong or 
wicked in the origins of the bachelor labour 
force, which were purely historical, but we 
were now coming to the time when, with 
an increase in population and the desire for 
a higher standard of living, the purely sub- 
sistence level in the reserves was not ade- 
quate. For a stable industry and a con- 
tented labour force, we had to get to the 
position of the worker being a family man 
in the town, and there being a division of 
labour between agriculture and the town. 
Family housing played a great part in this 
problem of transition where there was a 
need to move to a situation where there was 
a stable labour force with a family labour 
wage amounting approximately to two-and- 
a-half times the amount now being paid. 
“It is a great encouragement,” added the 
speaker, “to those of us who are profes- 
sionally or otherwise concerned with these 
problems to know that an Association such 
as this is prepared to take an interest in such 
matters.” 


Mr. W. E. Rice, CBE, seconded the vote. 


In the subsequent discussion, Mr. 
GRAHAM Lewis entered a plea that those 
who worked in Africa, especially on build- 
ing, should be carefully selected. “If you 
are going to live in Africa,” he said, “tyou 
have to like the African. If you do not 
like the African you will not get on.” 

Mr. J. HOLDERNESS (Jamaica) asked that 
Africa should not be partitioned off by race, 
colour or anything like that. What in- 
terested him was integration. The African 
had had his civilisation just like Europe. He 
(the speaker) was interested in an integrated 
world and that was a principle which 
perhaps had been lost sight of in the talk. 

Mr. LESLIE said that Mr. Kenyon and he 
had not been giving a sociological talk but 
one about buildings. Wherever he had 


gone in Africa he had been impressed with 
the work that was being done by Europeans 
and Africans towards the integrated Africa 
which had been spoken of, especially by the 


technicians who were, he believed, the 
people closest to the problems and who were 
working with their hearts as well as their 
minds towards a new Africa. 


Mr. J. H. Watrace (Commissioner, 
Northern Rhodesia) said that there had been 
introduced, and we could not retreat from it, 
a new world economy into Africa. We had 
to battle with the results of that economy 
and the problem of urban development. The 
problem was how to raise the standard of 
living in the huge areas of rural population 
as well as creating the stabilisation of labour 
in urban areas. We must recognise what 
both speakers had said: that unless we 
accepted a degree of urban stabilisation and 
provided reasonable and happy living condi- 
tions, we were heading for frustration and 
trouble among the population. One of the 
problems was how to provide the services 
and amenities in a measured degree in rural 
areas which would enable the urban workers, 
after working 20 to 25 years in the towns, to 
return to the homes in which they originally 
lived. “If the people of Great Britain, with 
their ingenuity and experience behind them, 
are prepared to make an effort to find an 
economic house for the African and other 
methods of construction which make for an 
economic rental, I believe we shall have 
gone a long way towards securing stability 
in Africa.” 


Mr GEeEorGE ATKINSON, BArch, ARIBA 
(Housing Adviser, Colonial Office) said it 
had been most pleasant not only that evening 
but from what he had seen in The Builder 
to see the interest taken by the technical 
Press, and by The Builder in particular, in 
this most important problem of housing in 
Africa. In his travels round Africa he had 
noted three main points. One, that the 
change had come throughout East and 
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Central Africa to family housing which 
everyone agreed was the right thing. Two, 
that there was a very real problem of 
economics, to make life in mixed communi- 


_ ties orderly, and to guide it; not only to 


build cheaply but to knit also existing com- 
munities into a more orderly pattern, Three, 
that there was need for a continuing pro- 
gramme; there had been too many fits and 
Starts. 


Mr. C. Y. Carstairs, CMG (Colonial 
Office), made reference to one of the slides 
which had shown a house built by an 
African in Kampala, “ by a man who, with- 
out waiting too long for Governments or 
Europeans to do the job for him, had set 
about doing it himself. That is a symbol 
of what will have to be done by the people 
of these countries to build the kind of 
society they want; and it is coming whether 
they actually want it or not,” said the 
speaker, who added that that slide was one 
of the most promising, interesting and sig- 
nificant of the whole series of extremely 
interesting pictures they had seen that 
evening. “Perhaps we think a little too 
much, in considering housing, of what ought 
to be done for people and not quite enough 
of what people can, if they are only well 
prepared and willing and anxious, do for 
themselves,” said Mr. Carstairs. ‘ After all, 
there is an enormous problem of adaptation 
to be done. You cannot transfer people 
straight to a town without finding out what 
they in fact need. One way of beginning 
to find out is to let the people themselves 
make transitional experiments.” 


Acknowledging the vote of thanks, Mr. 
KENYON said that he certainly had hope for 
the future of Africa that it was going in the 
direction of letting the Africans get on with 
their housing problems for themselves and 
also that this country would produce from its 
great knowledge of building technique 
something which would help towards 
economic African housing. 


Before the proceedings began, Mr. 
GONTRAN GOULDEN, vice-president, paid a 
tribute to the leadership of the President 
(Mr. Shepheard), under whom the Architec- 
tural Association had made progress. He 
had been a very good chairman, of patience, 
kindness and tact. 


Mr. SHEPHEARD, acknowledging the 
remarks, said that being president brought 
home to one very sharply what a lot the 
AA owed not only to the Council but to 
the permanent staff. He would like to put 
on record his thanks to Mr. Alexander, Mr. 
Wiltshire and the rest of the staff, and also 
to Mr. Michael Pattrick, the Principal of the 
School, who had shown a devotion to his 
work which was phenomenal and had sug- 
gested the School of Tropical Architecture 
and the Design Classes. 
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FIRE RESEARCH IN 1954 


Varied Range of Investigations 


rTTHE work of the Fire Research Organisa- 

tion of the DSIR and the Joint Fire 
Offices’ Committee during the year, pub- 
lished on May 20, “ Fire Research, 1954” 
(HMSO, price 3s.), has included the study 
of actual outbreaks of fire, the analysis of 
statistics of fires and research into the 
various aspects of the problems of fire-fight- 
ing. These include the factors bearing on 
the initiation and growth of fires, structural 
aspects of fires in buildings, special fire 
hazards and the improvement of fire-fight- 
ing equipment and methods. 

A feature of the report is the wide and 
varied range of the subjects covered. Dur- 
ing the year there were substantial increases 
in the number of requests for information 
and in the requests in connection with which 
tests or experimental work were necessary. 

Fires in buildings. The technique de- 
veloped at the Fire Research Station, where- 
by the propagation of fires can be studied 
with small-scale model buildings, has been 
used with satisfactory results in exploring 
the possibilities of certain new types of con- 
struction. 

Considerable progress has been made in 
the development of a test to assess the fire 
hazard of roofs. With the introduction of 
new forms of roof construction there is an 
increasing need for a test of this kind. 

Earlier reports have mentioned the work 
of the Station on prestressed concrete. This 
year’s report describes the effect of heat 
on the strength of concrete. Specimens that 
were carrying the load for which they were 
designed lost strength more slowly than did 
unloaded specimens under these conditions. 

Extinction of fire. Last year it was shown 
that fire in large petrol tanks could be ex- 
tinguished by injecting foam at the base of 
the tank. At that time it was feared that 
it would be necessary to use a special type 
of foam-making equipment for this purpose. 
A way has now been found of making foam 
of the quality that is necessary for injection 
at base of petrol tanks by using the standard 
fire brigade appliances. 

It has been found possible to improve the 
efficiency of nozzles for the application of 
chlorobromomethane for extinguishing large 
spillages of petrol. 

The possibility of adding wetting agents 
to water for fire-fighting purposes has been 
re-examined, but it seems that they are not 
likely to be of practical value apart from 
certain exceptional circumstances. 

Dangers of smouldering. Further experi- 
ments on fires initiated by cigarette ends, 
and other small sources of ignition, have 
extended to heaps of material up to 3 ft. 
in height. It seems that if a source of igni- 
tion is buried at the centre of a pile 
smouldering can continue, often  un- 
suspected, for periods roughly proportional 
to the size of the heap. It has been 
calculated that with a heap 30 ft. in depth 
it might take 3 or 4 years before smoulder- 
ing reached the surface. 

Lightning and wireless equipment. A study 
of reports of fires caused by lightning over 
a period of four years showed that there was 
no reason to suppose that wireless or tele- 
vision. aerials were particularly susceptible 
to be struck by lightning. There appeared 
to be no particular point in buildings liable 
to be struck more frequently than others. 
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Architectural Water-colours at the RA 


La peinture a I’huile 

Est bien difficile, 

Mais c’est beaucoup plus beau 
Que la peinture a l'eau. 


GIR WINSTON, in his delightful essay 
on “Painting as a Pastime,” having 
quoted the above lines, adds: “I write 
no word in disparagement of water- 
colours. But there really is nothing like 
oils.” It may be so. Some one-time 
devotees of water-colours, having taken 
up oils, never return to their first love. 
If the rule is a general one, however, 
there must be many who steadfastly re- 
fuse to flirt with the dangerous oils, other- 
wise we should not have year by year 
at the RA such an excellent display of 
water-colours, many of them the work of 
“regulars.” One thing is certain: no 
matter how difficult or beautiful the oil, 
the good water-colour will never lose its 
hold on the connoisseur nor, one 
imagines, on the intelligent member of 
the public who, without pretending to 
be an expert, “knows what he likes” 
when it comes to selecting something to 
adorn the dining-room wall. 

Of such works there is a good showing 
at this year’s Academy—landscapes and 
townscapes, separate and combined, 
topographical fragments and famous 
buildings studied for themselves alone. It 
is only with drawings whose interest is 
essentially architectural that these notes 
are concerned. And as this year’s Presi- 
dent is an architect one could not do 
better than start off with his general con- 
tributions to the show. Though not 
strictly a water-colour (in fact it is a 
pen-and-wash), Professor Richardson’s 
most prominent drawing is his “ Castles 
in Spain ” (1229), an imaginative compo- 
sition on the lines of those architectural 
“ Fantasies ” that he used to draw for the 
New Year numbers of The Builder about 
a quarter of a century ago. This is an 
astonishing tour de force, innumerable 
elevations being built up into a towering 
design, at once complex, unified and im- 
pressive. The President’s three other ex- 
hibit-—“‘ Le Mans” (762), “Hampton 
Court: Royal Apartment” (805), and 
“Orleans Cathedral” (855)—are all 
impressionistic works, dependent on deft 
suggestion rather than elaboration of de- 
tail for their effect. 

Among the other architect-RAs Mr. 
Curtis Green is the only one who exhibits 
outside the Architectural Room. He has 
three subjects, “ Village in Sicily” (790), 
“Venice at 5 a.m.” (795), and “ Amalfi 
from the Pier” (802), all characteristic 
works suffused with an almost unearthly 
light in undulations of amber and gold— 
the Venetian one being the most archi- 
tectural with the island and its long line 
of elevations rising from waters of placid 
blue. A sensitive realism is the outstand- 
ing quality of the six works shown by 
Mr. Henry Rushbury, RA, all Continen- 
tal subjects, including two delightful 
views of Vézelay (750 and 783), and one 
of “* Market, Concarneau ” (779), with its 
nice range of classical fagades and man- 
sard roofs. Sir W. Russell Flint, RA, 
includes among his several exhibits one 


of distinct architectural interest, 
“Nomads in an Abandoned Chateau ” 
(780), a study in dilapidation. 

Two of the best water-colours on show 
are by Mr. Lawrence Wright, whose skill 
is more generally displayed in the Archi- 
tectural Room: they are “ St. Paul’s from 
the South-east ” (823), and “ Queenhithe 
Dock, Blackfriars ” (897). The former 
is a most dramatic study of the Cathedral, 
with the tower of the ruined St. Augustine 
as a foil, and one notes with particular 
pleasure how accurately Mr. Wright has 
drawn the cupola and its peristyle, the 
subtleties of which have been known to 
defeat some of the most eccomplished 
artists, The other subject, drawn from 
the muddy foreshore of the river, not 
only gives an unhackneyed view of the 
City littoral, but shows the finely 
functional character of these old river- 
side warehouses. 

Mr. Dennis Flanders also has a success- 
ful shot at St. Paul’s in his “ Rebuilding 
the City ” (818), and he gives us another 
dramatic composition in his “ Viaducts 
at Albi” (846), with the cathedral tower- 
ing above the viaducts, some of whose 
arches, however, are a little out of draw- 
ing. A third attempt at the dome of St. 
Paul’s is made, not too successfully, in 
another “ Rebuilding the City ” (888), by 
Mr. Allanson Hick, who, nevertheless, 
does complete justice to an admired 
Regency portico in his “ Theatre Royal, 
Haymarket ” (834). That artistic ability 
may be inherited is seen in the vigorous 
study of the interior of “San Salvatore, 
Venice ” (840), by Mr. Austin Blomfield. 
Other architects exhibiting who are also 
accomplished water-colourists are Mr. 
Eric A. S. Houfe and Mr. Frank Hoar, 
the former showing a sensitive study of 
some good, solid timber construction in 
his “Old Wine Press, Chateau Talcy ” 
(801), and the latter a characteristic view 
of “ Amsterdam” (880). Mr. Leonard 
Squirrell shows three beautiful drawings, 
one of “Durham” (709), a delightful 
composition of river, bridge, castle and 
cathedral, another of “ Richmond, York- 
shire” (810), a picturesque complex of 
roofs and towers in a broad landscape set- 
ting, and the other of “ The Market Place, 
Boston, Lincolnshire ” (819), with the 
famous “ Stump” dominating the urban 
scene. 

Other attractive drawings include Mr. 
Jeremy S. Lloyd’s “ Basilica Palladiane, 
Vicenza” (706), Mr. Gordon Randall’s 
“White Swan, Twickenham ” (787), Mr. 


Patrick Hall’s ‘“‘Horse Guards, White- 


hall” (820), Mr. Jack Merriott’s “The 
Barge Builders” (860), Mr. Clarence E. 
Blackburn’s “ Tower Bridge” (861), Mr. 
John C. Moody’s “ Guildhall and Market 
Street, Poole ” (871), and Mr. J. Fletcher 
Watson’s “ Cowgate, Norwich ” (886). An 
excellent year for architectural water- 
colours, this—well above the average. 


G. J. How ina. 


BOOK RECEIVED 
THe LANDLORD AND TENANT AcT, 1954. 


By T. J. Sophian. 
Ltd.) Price 30s. 


(London: Staples Press, 


BOOKS 


SOUTHWARK Story. By Florence Higham. 
Pp. 315. Illustrated. (London: Hodder 
and Stoughton.) Price 20s. 


HIS interesting book has been produced 
to commemorate the jubilee of the 
diocese of Southwark, established in 1905; 
but, although it tells the story of the ancient 
priory church which then became a cathed- 
ral, it also recounts the human story of the 
people who have lived in its shadow through 
the centuries. Southwark was not always 
an industrial borough. In late medieval 
days it contained a ducal mansion, an epi- 
scopal palace, and other fine houses, now all 
replaced by markets, warehouses, factories, 
wharves, and railway-embankments. 

The original name of the priory, St. Mary 
Overy or Overie, meant simply “ St. Mary- 
across-the-River.” It was the home of 
Augustinian canons whose rule and routine 
are well described. Fragments of Norman 
work are incorporated in the present cathed- 
ral; but it seems probable that a nunnery 
preceded it in the 7th century. The Norman 
church was burnt down in 1212-13, and then 
largely rebuilt. To that period belong the 
transepts, choir, and lady-chapel. At the 
Dissolution of the Monasteries in 1539, the 
priory housed 12 canons. The property 
then passed into the hands of Sir Anthony 
Browne; but the church became a parish- 
church, while the lady-chapel became a 
bakery. Early in the 17th century, consider- 
able repairs took place and galleries and 
pews were inserted. Further repairs were 
executed in the 18th century. 


The early Gothic Revival led to increased 
interest in the church, then in a deplorable 
state; and George Gwilt, who lived in South- 
wark, directed the restorations in 1821-2. 
After violent controversy, the old nave was 
rebuilt in 1839-41, bitterly attacked by 
Welby Pugin, and then completely rebuilt 
on the original lines, as we now see it, by 
Sir Arthur Blomfield in 1890-97. 

Quite apart from the cathedral, South- 
wark is full of history. In the later Middle 
Ages, it was celebrated for its two prisons 
(the Marshalsea and the Clink), and for its 
brothels. In Elizabethan days, its theatres, 
bear-gardens and taverns along Bankside 
attracted Londoners from across the river. 
In contrast to these, the headmaster of its 
grammar-school in 1586 became one of the 
earliest post-Reformation Dissenters; and 
the first organised Congregational church 
was founded in Southwark in 1616. Nine 
years before, John Harvard had been bap- 
tised in the present cathedral, where a chapel 
now commemorates his educational bene- 
factions to America, whither he fled as a 
Puritan refugee. We next encounter Edward 
Alleyn, the actor who founded Dulwich 
College; Thomas Guy, who founded his 
hospital in Southwark in 1702; and Dr. 
Johnson’s friend Henry Thrale, whose 
enormous brewery was bought by the Bar- 
clay family in 1781 and still remains in their 
possession. Among many other famous 
names are those of poets, preachers, drama- 
tists, actors and martyrs. Wholesale trans- 
formation was wrought by the railways in 
the 19th century and by Hitler in the 20th. 


Mrs. Higham steers her way dis- 
passionately through all the tangled and 
often controversial events of her long story, 
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quoting original sources freely, and con- 
cluding the book with a general biblio- 
graphy and a really admirable index. 
Several old engravings and maps supple- 
ment the photographic illustrations. 

M. S. B. 


THE ARCHITECT AT Mip-CENTURY: Volume 
I, Evolution and Achievement; Volume II, 
Conversations Across the Nation. (New 
York: Reinhold Publishing Corporation, 
and London: Chapman and Hall.) Vol. I, 
price 70s.; Vol. II, price 40s. 


HESE two volumes are the outcome of 
a Commission appointed by the 
American Institute of Architects to review 
and to make recommendations regarding the 
education and registration of architects in 
the United States of America. The Com- 
mission’s inquiries extended over the years 
1949 to 1954. : 

Volume II, “Conversations Across the 
Nation,” is a more or less verbatim report 
of discussions by a total of some 98 repre- 
sentative American citizens, in ten represen- 
tative American cities, of three questions put 
to them. Briefly stated, these questions 
were: What kind of society do you foresee? 
How will that kind of society affect architec- 
ture? What place will architecture have in 
that society and how will you train men for 
it? Those three questions seem to indicate 
the climate of thought in which this inquiry 
was, inescapably, conducted. The Com- 
mission was faced with an extraordinarily 
difficult task. 

To return to the other end of the scale: 
Architecture, simply and immediately per- 
ceived, is a combination, revealed through 
light and shade, of spaces, of masses and 
of lines. These few elements make the core 
of architectural experience, an experience 
which the literary fancy, the historical 
imagination, the casuistry of conscience, and 
the calculations of science, cannot consti- 
tute or determine, though they may encircle 
or enrich. But there’s the rub. The social 
conscience, the scientific complication, have 
so bedevilled the issue that it is difficult to 
see the wood for the trees. The political 
or social prejudice in taste justifies itself by 
an appeal to moral values. It is ethical, 
but ethical in a utilitarian sense. It judges 
architecture, not intrinsically by its innate 
merits as architecture, but by its supposed 
effect. 

But historical development being what it 
has been and society being what it is, there 
lies the question: How can the profession 
of architecture contribute best to the needs 
of that society? That is the question with 
which this Report, given in some 500 pages 
of Volume I, tries nobly and monumentally 
to grapple. Inevitably it becomes for the 
greater part a searching analysis of social 
and scientific commitments. It gives a 
wealth of facts, information, and deduction. 
It never loses sight of its objective. 

It is not always an easy book to read. It 
sometimes suffers from an excess of verbiage. 
But, given the circumstances as they are 
stated, few will wish to question what the 
Commission has to say. To question the 
circumstances is to open a different line of 
thought. 

It is significant, and presumably inevit- 
able, that, at mid-century, what must be the 
most comprehensive and _ exhaustive 
examination ever made of a man’s entry into 
the architectural profesion should say so 
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little about architecture. We are given a 
clear picture of what architecture’ should 
do; we are left in doubt as to what archi- 
tecture will do it. To ask for that is, per- 
haps, to ask too much. But the reticence 
on this point is a little surprising. As the 
“Conversations” make a number of 
uncomplimentary references to out-moded 
European civilisation and the like, perhaps 
one may be permitted to suggest that the 
Report is occasionally tainted with efficiency 
ballyhoo. The Commission makes 43 
recommendations. 

Now, one would think that recommenda- 
tions as to future endeavours would have 
to be made on an imaginative framework 
of ideas. But with one exception the recom- 
mendations are on pedestrian administrative 
points. That one exception, though the 
thought is not original, is of great signifi- 
cance—the importance of research. It is 
fully and soundly discussed on page 408 
and onwards of the Report. The Com- 
mission regards “the development of an 
active policy fostering architectural research 
as of paramount importance...” and then 
significantly adds “ to the profession’s future 
growth in competence.” Even so, 
emphasis on the value of research is the 
most creative thing the Commission has te 
say. For the rest the Report is a vast and 
impressive compilation of statistical facts of 
society, of economics, of science, of colleges, 
schools and courses, of “ the profession,” all, 
doubtless, of great administrative use. But 
when one is wondering where the architec- 
ture comes in one may be reminded, by some 
perversity of thought, of something that was 
said in Eire, just before an Irish Parlia- 
mentary election: “Sure, Val will get in 
again. He is always for the poor—and there 
are more of them than ever before.” 

J. B 


LAND BOUNDARIES 
BETWEEN BUILDING PLOTS 


An Interesting Recent Case 


From a Legal Correspondent 


N interesting case, 
Brown, was recently decided by the 
Court of Appeal, and the facts are such 
as might easily arise again in practice. 
They are concerned with the boundaries 
between two plots of land. The sites of 
two adjoining properties, Nos. 20 and 22, 
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Hamlet-road, Collier-row, Romford, 
Essex, were originally in the same hands 
but then they came into separate owner- 
ship. The north plot was owned by 
Walter and Maurice Brown (Builders) 
Ltd., and the south plot by the defendant, 
Mr. W. M.. Brown, who was a director 
of the firm but had not in fact a con- 
trolling interest. 

The plots had originally been described 
in a deed of 1932, and in that deed the 
length of three of the sides had been 
given but not the line which divided the 
two plots, although it was defined on a 
small plan which was “for the purpose 
of identification only.” On this plan the 
boundary was defined as travelling in a 
straight line, and that normally might be 
assumed to be the case where no con- 
trary indication was given. 

At the time when the firm of builders 
were the owners of the north plot Mr. 
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W. M. Brown wanted a garage built and 
the company agreed to build the garage 
By a mistake on both sides the garage 
was built over the boundary line, so that 
if the line of the garage was followed 
the boundary would not constitute a 
straight line. Subsequently, the north 
plot was sold by the builders and finally, 
after resale, came into the possession of 
the plaintiff who erected a bungalow. 
Having built the bungalow he realised 
that owing to the fact that the garage of 
Mr. Brown went over the boundary he 
would not have room for an access to 
a garage which he proposed to build. 
Initially, he claimed an injunction which 
would have had the effect of causing Mr. 
Brown to remove his garage, but aban- 
doned this claim and claimed merely a 
declaration as to the true facts of the 
boundary and £19 as damages incurred. 


THE JUDGES DIFFER 


There was a difference of opinion be- 
tween the judges on the interpretation of 
the deeds. Two of the judges considered 
that as the deeds from 1932 onwards 
were similarly worded the boundary was 
as defined in the plan on the 1932 deed, 
but the Master of the Rolls thought that 
the reference to the plan was not definite 
enough so as to preclude the line being 
varied by the subsequent erection of the 
garage. This difference of interpretation 
did not, however, matter, as the court 
held that the circumstances under which 
the garage was built precluded the suc- 
cessors of the builders from seeking an 
injunction. ‘These predecessors (Walter 
and Maurice Brown (Builders), Ltd.) 
had not merely acquiesced in the build- 
ing but had actually built the garage. 


As a subsidiary point to the main issue, 
there was a complaint by the plaintiff 
that the defendant was wrongfully dis- 
charging water on to his land. The facts 
were these. When the builder began to 
erect the plaintiff’s bungalow a manhole 
came to light and was found to be un- 
suitable in its position in relation to the 
bungalow. An underground drain led 
from the defendant’s land to the man- 
hole. The manhole was removed to a 
more suitable position and then the drain 
was reconnected, in fact, onto the outflow 
going back to the defendant’s land. The 
discharge was taken from the manhole 
into an overflow across the defendant’s 
land into the main drain or sewer in 
Hamlet-road. 


The county court judge had thought 
that there was a revocable licence for the 
defendant to discharge into the manhole 
and that this licence had been revoked 
and therefore he awarded a nominal one 
shilling as damages. The Court of 
Appeal, however, pointed out that while 
the defendant was discharging into the 
manhole, the water from the manhole in 
turn crossed the defendant’s land, and 
therefore there existed reciprocal licences 
which were interdependent and could not 
be revoked the one without the other. 


TEACHERS’ SUMMER MEETING 

The summer meeting of the Building 
Teachers’ Conference will take the form of 
a visit to Luton Hoo, on June 25. 
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MONEY FOR PRIVATE BUILDING 


[From a Correspondent] 


[HE increase in the Bank rate coincides 

with a falling off in council house 
building in some areas. The builder has 
therefore an _ increasing - interest in 
erecting houses for the private customer 
provided he does not add to his existing 
book debts in doing so and, since only 
a small proportion of those wishing to 
buy houses can afford to pay cash for 
them, the builder has a strong, if indirect, 
concern in the methods by which such 
purchases are financed. It is not only 
the construction of new houses which 
may have to be financed. Existing build- 
ings may require to be converted and 
houses already erected may need altera- 
ation, enlargement, improvement or 
repair. 

Save for accommodation of a very 
temporary character, the customer will 
wish to avoid the bank. Money is avail- 
able from this source at 54 per cent. and, 
since this may be advanced on equitable 
mortgage, that is to say by the mere 
deposit of title deeds with the bank with- 
out the expense of preparing and stamp- 
ing a mortgage deed, it may be the best 
method of financing, shall we say, the 
building of one house pending the sale of 
another. Sometimes, too, banks will be 
prepared to modify their charges in 
exceptional circumstances—if, for ex- 
ample, an overdrawn account is guaran- 
teed by a person in credit to a corre- 
sponding amount prepared to authorise 
the bank, at their discretion, to make a 
transfer from his account to that of the 
person guaranteed. In present circum- 
stances, however, most customers will 
prefer to avoid bank overdrafts. 


OTHER METHODS 


There may be less expensive methods 
of finance available to the customer. 
Though borrowing from private sources 
is unusual he may be in a position to take 
up a loan on favourable terms from a 
pensions fund to which he has con- 
tributed, or he may be able to take up a 
loan from an insurance company against 
an endowment policy. There is much 
to be said for approaching an insurance 
company in any event. Even if there is 
no existing policy against which a loan, 
usually at 44 per cent., may be made, 
many companies are prepared to make 
loans at this rate of interest in considera- 


_tion of the borrower taking out an en- 


dowment policy maturing at the date 
upon which the loan falls due for repay- 
ment. The loan is repaid, in effect, by 
the endowment policy premiums and the 
arrangement, which may be particularly 
attractive to the borrower who pays in- 
come tax at the standard rate, is to be 
recommended to those who desire to 
“hedge ” their mortgages, that is to say, 
to make provision ensuring that, should 
they die before the loan is repaid, it will 
be met by the insurance company and no 
liability transferred to their dependants. 

An ordinary mortgage loan can be 
“hedged ” in the same way and insurance 
companies, if approached, will generally 
be prepared without charge to place the 
borrower’s business or to recommend 


the building society which offers terms 
most appropriate to his needs. All this 
may seem to be the concern of the custo- 
mer rather than the building contractor 
but the builder erecting houses for sale 
would be well advised to make himself 
familiar with the arrangements under 
which his customer can finance the pur- 
chase, both from his and from the 
builder’s point of view. 

Building societies are the most import- 
ant single agency for house purchase 
finance. 
others within local spheres. They are 
in free competition with each other and 
offer different terms and mortgage con- 
ditions though, since the February in- 
crease in the Bank rate, the general rate 
of interest charged to borrowers erecting 
houses for their own occupation has been 
44 per cent. Other rates vary but 5 per 
cent. is commonly charged on loans 
secured upon older properties, or those 
erected for letting, and 54 per cent. upon 
business premises. It is a customary 
practice for societies to include in the 
mortgage deed a clause authorising them 
to vary the rate of interest during the 
loan period. 


PERIOD OF LOAN 


This interest rate is but one factor 
entering into the calculation of the 
periodic repayments which the borrower 
will have to make. The other most im- 
portant factor is the period of the loan. 
The shorter the loan period the less in 
the aggregate will the borrower have to 
repay, since he will be paying interest for 
a shorter time, but the longer the period 
the smaller the amount of each period- 
ical repayment. One society now grants 
loans for up to 35 years and will increase 
the amount of their advance from the 
customary 80 per cent. to 95 per cent. 
provided the borrower pays a “once-and- 
for-all” insurance premium which 
usually works out at about 10 per cent. 
of the excess advance. Thus on a pro- 
perty valued at £2,000 the society would 
normally make an advance not exceed- 
ing £1,600, but they would be prepared 
to go to £1,900 if the borrower deposited 
an additional £30 to meet the premium 
charged by the insurance company in- 
demnifying the society against any loss 
which might occur as a result of their 
granting the additional 15 per cent. 
advance. 

Most building societies will accept pre- 
mature repayment of the whole or part 
of any sum advanced on mortgage 
though they usually charge a fee, varying 
according to circumstances, in considera- 
tion of their doing so. Subject to this, 
a borrower may reduce his future mort- 
gage liabilities if he is at any time in 
a position to do so. It is usual to arrange 
for building society mortgage loans to 
be paid by instalments as the work pro- 
ceeds, and the building contractor will be 
particularly interested in details of these 
arrangements: 

It is recognised that an increasing 
number of young couples wishing to buy 
their own houses can do so only if a 
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high proportion of the capital cost is 
advanced to them, and an arrangement 
under which 95 per cent. of the valuation 
may be made the subject of a loan re- 
payable over a period of not exceeding 
30 years is becoming increasingly popu- 
lar. Under this arrangement the local 
authority, with Government backing, 
may join in sharing the additional risk 
which a building society runs by increas- 
ing the amount of its normal advance to 
90 or 95 per cent. The advantage, from 
the borrower’s point of view, is that such 
a guarantee may be given without cost 
to himself. 


LOCAL AUTHORITY LOANS 


As an alternative to obtaining a loan 
from a building society the customer may 
go to the local council to which he pays 
his rates. Most rating authorities, and 
a few county councils, operate house pur- 
chase finance schemes, and they have 
statutory authority to len’ > to 90 per 
cent. for any period, not -«cmally ex- 
ceeding 30 years, if the value of the 
property is not more than £5,000. These 
schemes are operated on the same lines 
as those administered by building 
societies, which specialise in this business. 
The local authorities, being able to 
borrow cheaply, are usually able to offer 
slightly easier interest rates. At the 
moment, they are lending on the follow- 
ing terms:— 


per cent. 
3% 


Mortgages for periods up to 5 years 
Mortgages for periods of between 
5 and 15 years es rr ea 4 
Mortgages for periods of over 15 
years ae wa mee 44 


The local authority rates are therefore 


, at least 4 per cent. below those offered 


by the building societies, and they do not 
seek to vary the rate of interest during 
the currency of their mortgages. Ex- 
pressed in terms of equal monthly charges 
on a loan of £2,000 the repayments com- 
pare as follows :— 


Local 


Building ] 
Authority 


Society 
Monthly repayment on 
a 15-year mortgage at 
44 per cent. and 4 


per cent. respectively £15 8 0 £14-17 8 


Monthly repayment on 
a 20-year mortgage at 
44 per cent. and 4} 
per cent. respectively £12 14 6 £12 9 f 


Local authorities make instalment 
advances as work proceeds. A favourite 
arrangement is one under which the first 
advance is made when the first-floor joists. 
are in position, the second when the 
house is roofed in and drainage com- 
pleted, and the third when the house is 
completed and in all respects fit for 
occupation. More than two interim 
advances may be made by arrangement, 
but the total of such advances cannot be 
expected to exceed 80 per cent. of the 
value of the work in progress, including 
the cost of the site. 

When it is pointed out that local 
authority loans may be made to finance 
not only the construction of new dwel- 
lings but the conversion of existing 
buildings and the alteration, enlargement 
or improvement, or even the repair, of 
houses already erected, it may be asked 
why all borrowers do not resort to their 
local councils. There may, indeed, be 
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substantial advantages in borrowing from 
them, but the lending of money for house 
purchase is only one of -the functions 
they perform; there may be a few weeks’ 
delay in obtaining committee authori- 
sation of the borrowing arrangements 
proposed and, though they are permitted 
to offer 90 per cent- advances for up to 
30 years, or even longer by arrangement, 
they tend to restrict advances to about 80 
per cent. and are often not prepared to 
lend for more than 20 years. 

To meet the cost of improving existing 
houses both grants and loans may be 
available, the former from the local 
housing authority and the latter either 
from them or from a. building society. 
In cases where the local authorities are 
willing to make these arrangements, 
house owners are increasingly resorting 
to them to obtain all the finance they 
need—partly by way of grant and the 
balance by way of loan. 

In this particular field the building 
societies are less active. They may grant 
improvement loans but, because of the 
conditions which the local authorities 
have to attach to their grants (which 
often tend to diminish the realisable value 
of the properties in respect of which they 
are made), a building society may be un- 
willing to make a loan when an improve- 
ment grant has been awarded. For the 
same reason a building society may not 
agree to an owner accepting a grant to 
improve property mortgaged to them, 
though they will often be prepared to 
make a loan to cover the full cost of 
improvements towards which no grant is 
paid. 


BRITISH STANDARDS 


Thermoplastic Flooring Tiles 


HE recently published British Standard 

for thermoplastic flooring tiles (“ asphalt 
tiles”) (BS 2592:1955, price 2s. 6d.) will 
meet the needs of a steadily developing 
industry, states the British Standards Insti- 
tution. Recent years have seen a consider- 
able increase in consumer demand for this 
type of tile. This demand is not confined 
to home markets: a sizeable export market 
has already developed. 

The tiles specified are composed of a 
thoroughly blended composition of mineral 
asphalt, of thermoplastic resins, or of the 
solid or semi-solid products resulting from 
the distillation of oil or coal. Asbestos 
fibres and inert materials are used as fillers 
or pigments. Requirements for flexible or 
semi-flexible tiles made from vinyl chloride 
polymer and co-polymers or other polymeric 
compositions are not included. 

BS 2592 specifies requirements for: 
materials, dimensions, colour, quality and 
mechanical tests. 

The tiles are for use on rigid sub-floors 
(such as smooth-finished concrete), on 
suitably prepared wood floors, or on other 
types of structurally sound floor. 

This standard may be obtained from the 
British Standards Institution, Sales Branch, 
2, Park-street, London, W1. 


Resin-bonded Wood Chipboard 


THE NEW British Standard-for Medium 
Density Resin-bonded Wood Chipboard 
(BS2604: 1955, price 3s.) specifies require- 
ments for boards made from particles of 
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wood, bonded with synthetic resin and/or 
their organic binders, with density between 
40 and 60 Ib./cu. ft. for use mainly for build- 
ing purposes. 

Mandatory requirements, defined in terms 
of an average value and a measure of per- 
missible variation for each property, are 
prescribed for the following properties of 
4 in. and } in. boards with a density of 
between 40 and 60 lb./cu. ft.:—Density, 
transverse breaking load, resistance to im- 
pact, deflection under sustained load and 
effective modulus of elasticity. 

Requirements for dimensions and toler- 
ances, freedom from foreign particles, 
moisture content, thermal conductivity and 
surface spread of flame, are also specified. 

The standard envisages the use of the 
BSI Certification Mark with verification of 
compliance based on the use of quality con- 
trol charts. The use of quality control charts, 
and the recommended procedure for random 
sampling for quality control tests, are dis- 
cussed in appendices. 

Copies of these British Standards can be 
obtained from the British Standards Institu- 
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tion, British Standards House, 2, Park-strect, 
WI. 


Glossary of Acoustical ‘Terms 


THe British Standards Institution has 
recently issued a revision of the Glossary 
of Acoustical Terms (BS 661: 1955, price 
6s.), which was first issued in 1936. The 
advance of techniques in the fields of 
acoustics since.that date has rendered neces- 
sary many changes in the contents and 
arrangement of the new edition, and about 
eighty new terms have bee added (an in- 
crease of about 40 per cent.). 

The main changes are: the enlargement of 
the section on recording and reproduction 
to keep pace with techniques, particularly 
that of using magnetic tape and wire, which 
are finding applications in many fields, and 
the inclusion of a new section which mirrors 
the emergence of ultrasonics from laboratory 
demonstrations to varied industrial applica- 
tions. 

A section on the subject of underwaier 
sound, which, in 1936, was mainly limited to 
naval application, has been included. 





THEFT OF CEMENT 
FROM SITE 


“ Unwritten Law of the Road” Pleaded 
in Defence 


A LONDON Electricity Board ganger 

pleaded the “ unwritten law of the road ” 
when cailed upon at Old-street Magistrates’ 
Court on May 18 to answer an allegation 
that he and another LEB employee had 
stolen 3s. worth of cement belonging to 
the Board. 

After hearing the evidence, Mr, LESLIE 
MakKS, the magistrate, decided that a joint 
charge of theft had been proved against the 
two men—Bernard Reginald Sharpe, 22, a 
labourer, of 36, Langbourne-buildings, Mark- 
street, Finsbury, and Lonnie Lang, 47, a 
ganger, of 19, Arnside-gardens, Wembley, 
Middx. 

Both men were discharged absolutely, the 
magistrate saying that he was taking this 
course because of their previous good charac- 
ters and the fact that they had lost their jobs. 

P.C. TERENCE ALLEN, in evidence, said he 
saw Sharpe in Singer-street, EC1, and asked 
him what he had in the sack he was carry- 
ing. He replied, “‘Cement. I asked the fore- 
man if I could have some.” Subsequently, 
Lang agreed that he gave Sharpe permission 
to take some cement from the site, as Sharpe 
had let him have some paint. Asked if he 
realised that the paint belonged to the LEB, 
Lang answered, “ Yes, but that’s the way we 
work. He did me a favour so I did him 
one.” Later Sharpe said, “I thought it 
would be OK as the foreman told me I could 
have it.” When charged, Sharpe said, “ Not 
guilty,” and Lang said, “ Ridiculous.” 

LANG, on oath, said he needed some paint 
to do an LEB vehicle, and he asked the mem- 
bers of his gang if they could spare some.Had 
he tried to get paint through the usual chan- 
nels it would have taken many months. Sharpe 
got him a small tin of paint and it was used 
on the LEB vehicle. Subsequently, Sharpe 
asked if he could spare some cement and he 
later told Sharpe he could take the middle 
part of a sack of cement which had been 
left in the rain. The rest of the cement was 
thrown into a trench as it was useless. 


Mr. A. W. Kemp (defending): Is it your 
case that although it may be a breach of 
LEB rules and regulations, you thought you 
had a bona fide right to let Sharpe have the 
cement in exchange for the paimt he had 
supplied and which was used on an LEB 
vehicle? 

LANG, I thought so then and I think so now, 

He had no intention of stealing or assist- 
ing Sharpe to steal. 

Replying to the magistrate, Lang said he 
had not intended accounting to the LEB for 
the cement. They did not account for small 
things. It was left to him to run the job 
as he saw fit. 

SHARPE, in evidence said he thought that 
as he had given the paint to the LEB, through 
Mr. Lang, there was no harm in the latter 
letting him have the cement. 

Mr. STEPHEN SUMNER, constructional en- 
gineer in the employ of the LEB, said that 
among other places, he supervised the City- 
road depot. 

Questioned by the magistrate, he said that 
if a ganger was to ask any labourer to do 
painting work there would immediately be 
labour trouble. Lang had no permission to 
give Sharpe cement in return for paint. 

Mr. Kemp: Have you heard of this “ un- 
written law of the road,” as Lang calls it?— 
Witness: I have heard of it but it is my job 
to endeavour to prevent it. 

He denied a suggestion by Mr. Kemp that 
it took an “interminable” time to obtain 
supplies from the Board. 

Mr. Kemp argued that there was no 
felonious intent. The general rule was that 
the removal of property in the assertion of 
a bona fide claim of right, unfounded in law 
and fact, did not constitute theft. The 
question was whether at the time the cement 
passed there was a felonious intent. Lang 
claimed, “I was doing this pursuant to a 
bona fide claim of right made in good faith. 

THE MAGISTRATE ruled, I am not satisfied 
on the evidence that Mr. Lang thought he 
had a bona fide claim of right—thought he 
had the right to part with this. The evidence 
of Mr. Sumner is that it is not recognised. 
omg satisfied that there was an intent to steal 
this. 

As stated, both men were discharged 
absolutely, 
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THE BUILDER 


TOWN PLANNING DECISIONS 


Minister Allows Flats in Hatfield-road, 
Potters Bar 


AN appeal by Potters Bar Estates, Ltd., 
- against the refusal of the Potters Bar 
UDC, acting on behalf of the Middlesex 
CC, to consent to the erection of 11 flats 
and garages on land adjoining the telephone 
exchange, Hatfield-road, Potters Bar, has 
been allowed by the Minister of Housing 
and Local Government, subject to certain 
conditions. Permission was refused on the 
grounds that “the residential density of the 
proposed development is excessive” and 
that “the proposed building would domin- 
ate adjoining property to the detriment of 
the amenities of the neighbourhood.” 

The appeal site consists of a piece of land 
with a frontage of 90 feet to the west side 
of Hatfield-road and a depth of 150 feet; it 
adjoins a telephone exchange on the south, 
the backs of gardens of houses on the west, 
and, on the north, a triangular site on which 
planning permission had been given for the 
erection of a pair of semi-detached houses. 

In their grounds of appeal the appellants 
stated that any reduction in the number of 
flats would render the proposal 
uneconomical, and at the inquiry it was 
stated on their behalf that the proposal was 
to erect an L-shaped four-storeyed building 
consisting of nine two-bedroom and two 
three-bedroom flats; garages for the greater 
part of the ground floor were proposed 
because the land dropped rapidly about nine 
feet from the Hatfield Road. 

The building would be set well back to 
reduce the effect of traffic noise. The flats 
would provide accommodation for 31-32 per- 
sons at an estimated density of 24-30 persons 
per acre and the appellants did not consider 
this excessive. They could not agree that 
ihe building would dominate adjoining pro- 
perty to the detriment of amenity. The 
height of the telephone exchange, they said, 
was some 40 feet above ground level—five 
feet more than the height of the proposed 
block of flats. Some two years ago, negotia- 
tions had taken place between the appellants 
and the Ministry of Works with a view to 
the acquisition of the appeal land for 
Government development, but these negotia- 
tions had broken down. 


THE COUNCIL’S CASE 


On behalf of the Council it was con- 
tended that the appeal site, which extended 
to an area of .37 of an acre for density 
purposes, was in an area where infilling was 
contemplated at a density of 50 persons per 
acre whereas the proposed development 
would be’ at 100 persons per acre. They 


thought that a building approximately 34 | 


feet high to the eaves within eight feet of 
the northern boundary of the site would be 
detrimental to the houses to be built on the 
adjacent site; they did not agree that any 
reduction in the number of flats would he 
uneconomical since detached houses were 
being built on neighbouring land. 

The Minister, in the course of his decision, 
says he notes that there is a large area uf 
open country to the east of Hatfield-road, 
opposite the appeal site, and he thinks that 
a higher density than the average could be 
allowed in proximity to that open space. In 
his opinion, however, the proposed building 
should be smaller by omitting the rear wing 


and should be sited nearer Hatfield-road; 
this would reduce the density under the pro- 
posal and would minimise the amount of 
interference that might be caused to proper- 
ties that are to be erected on adjoining land 
to the north. He thinks, too, that the eleva- 
tion of the proposed building should be of 
brick and of a design that would harmonise 
with the front elevation of the adjoining 
telephone exchange. The Minister is 
informed that the appeal site is still 
required by the Postmaster. General for an 
extension to the Potters Bar telephone 
exchange. This matter, however, was not 
before the Minister and he, therefore, 
expresses no opinion on it. 

He has, therefore, decided to allow the 
appeal, subject to the following conditions: 
(a) that the siting of the front wall of the 
building shall be advanced 30 feet towards 
Hatfield-road; (b) that the wing at the rear 
of the proposed building shall be omitted on 
all floors; (c) that the elevation shall be as 
may be agreed by the local planning 
authority or, in default of agreement, os 
shall be determined by the Minister; (d) that 
parking and turning space and access to the 
rear of the building shall be provided within 
the curtilage of the site. 


Minister Refuses to Allow Prospecting 
for Gypsum in Ashdown Forest 
PROSPECTING for gypsum in Ashdown 

Forest cannot be allowed states the 


Minister of Housing and Local Government, 
who has dismissed an appeal by Gypsum 


Mines, Ltd., against the refusal of the East _ 


Sussex County Council to allow prospecting 
in the Pippingford Park area. 

In the course of his decision the Minister 
states that there is a strong case in the public 
interest for preserving the forest. He agrees 
with the company that there is a need to 
prove and exploit further deposits of gypsum 
in south-east England so that the demand 
for the mineral can be met in full. Never- 
theless, he is not satisfied that this need can 
only be met by working in Ashdown Forest. 


Racing Track Plan Rejected 


TP HE Minister of Housing and Local 

Government has dismissed an appeal 
for planning consent for a motor racing 
track at Pebsham airfield on the border of 
Hastings and Bexhill. The track was esti- 
mated to cost £175,000 and to provide 
accommodation for 100,000 spectators. The 
appeal by the promoters, Mr. H. H. Dyer 
and Mr. G. C. Wheeler, of Hastings, was 
against the refusal of East Sussex County 
Council to give planning authority for’ the 
layout of the track. 


Powers of Local Authority Where Part 
of Permitted Development ‘Not Carried 
Out 


N appeal against the refusal of the 
Cambridgeshire CC to .permit the 
erection of a bungalow and outhouse. in 
accordance with plans submitted, on land 
at Swaffham Bulbeck has been allowed by 
the Minister of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment. 
Permission for the erection of the bunga- 
low with a screen wall was originally granted 
but in erecting the bungalow the appellant 
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decided not to erect the screen wall, which 
he no longer wanted. This revealed the front 
door and semi-circular archway and the 
appellant was required by the local planning 
authority to submit for approval a plan 
showing the design of the front door. This 
he did, but permission was refused on the 
ground that the design was unsuitable, 
having regard to the prominent position of 
the site in an attractive locality. 

The Minister is advised that in the absence 
of a condition for that purpose, the appel- 
lant cannot be required to erect the screen 
wall included in the approved plans and 
from a consideration of those plans it does 
not appear that any particular type of door 
aperture in the wall of the building was 
specified. In the circumstances it seems to 
the Minister that in constructing the door 
aperture the appellant was at liberty to de- 
sign it as he pleased and that he was under 
no obligation to apply to the local planning 
authority for permission to retain the type 
of aperture he has constructed. 

Since, however, an application has been 
made and refused, and an appeal has been 
made, the Minister has dealt with the matter 
and he sees no useful purpose in refusing 
the permission sought. He has therefore 
decided to allow the appeal. 


Scheme to Develop White Lilies Island, 
Windsor, Rejected 


A PROPOSAL by Arthur Jacobs, Ltd., to 

develop White Lilies Island, Windsor, 
with boathouses, a slipway and mooring 
and fueling facilities has been considered 
by the Minister of Housing and Local 
Government. 

At a public inquiry held in December last 
it was stated that the company owned the 
island and wanted to transfer their business 
as boat owners to it. At present the busi- 
ness was being carried on at Jacobs’ Island, 
which was leased from the Corporation on 
a yearly tenancy. 

For Berkshire County Council it was 
stated that the proposed development of 
White Lilies Island would be appropriate to 
the riverside. It was not a natural beauty 
spot and with the conditions they intended 
to impose there would be no risk of loss of 
amenity. 

On behalf of Windsor Council, who sup- 
ported the application subject to conditions 
to preserve the amenities, it was pointed out 
that an improvement would result from the 
tidying up of Jacobs’ Island and the removal 
of the garage and petrol pumps from the 
Thames Hotel. 

Neither the Thames Conservancy Board 
nor the Council for the Preservation of Rural 
England raised any objections. 

The contention of Eton College that the 
development would spoil the view from the 
Bucks side of the river and would cause 
congestion and danger to river traffic was 
supported by the Bucks CC. 

The owners of the Old Mill House and 
Clewer Court also opposed the proposed 
development. 

The Minister has rejected the company’s 
scheme on the ground that it would impair 
the amenities of the river. In the course of 
his decision he says the area is one of 
particular beauty, much frequented by 
visitors to Windsor, and the present quiet 
atmosphere of White Lilies Island is in com- 
plete harmony with, and accentuates, the 
rural nature of the riverside surroundings. 
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He thinks that a site nearer the commercial 
waterfront of Windsor would be much less 
objectionable and that a great deal could 
be done to improve the appearance of the 
existing premises on Jacobs’ Island, though 
this might call for a longer lease of the island 
from the Council. 

The Minister recalls that in the Berkshire 
Development Plan, White Lilies Island is 
allocated for residential use and he is not 
satisfied that “this substantial departure 
from the Plan” should be approved. 


Clay Working for Brickworks at 
Woburn Sands to be Allowed 


'IHE Minister of Housing and Local 
Government has made a decision in 
favour of the development of clay working 
for a_ brickworks at Woburn Sands, 
Buckinghamshire, planning permission for 
which had been granted to Eastwoods, Ltd., 
in March, 1949, and later revoked by 
Buckinghamshire County Council under 
section 21 of the Town and Country Plan- 
ning Act. In a letter to the county council 
and parties interested, the Minister outlines 
safeguards which should be observed in 
winning and working the brick clay. 

The Minister recognises that the prospect 
of extended clay working and the develop- 
ment of a large modern brickworks is un- 
welcome to residents in the area, and agrees 
that, in general, extension of large-scale in- 
dustry in an area of that character would 
be undesirable. ‘“ There is: still, however, 
a need for expanding and re-equipping the 
brick industry, and, although the Oxford 
clay deposits are a widespread occurrence, 
sites suitable for working are limited to those 
consisting of clay of suitable quality and of 
sufficient depth without excessive over- 
burden and close to transport facilities.” 

After carefully weighing the objections 
against the loss of production, delay, and 
waste caused by preventing the building of 
these works, the Minister decided that there 
were not adequate grounds for revoking 
permission. 

At the same time he considered that what- 
ever was possible should be done to mitigate 
the effect the brickworks might have on the 
surrounding area. It would not be possible 
to fill and restore the area, but the terms of 
the permission required a_ tree-planting 
scheme to screen the undertaking. This 
should be prepared and carried out without 
delay. 

As regards fumes from chimneys the 
Minister understood that there were at pre- 
sent no practicable methods of reducing their 
volume or of altering their content, but it 
was important to take any steps possible to 
lessen their effect on the surrounding popu- 
lation. 

In the Marston Valley generally chimneys 
were usually 100 to 180 ft. high, but as the 
land rose steeply from the site of the pro- 
posed works to a height of 200 to 300 ft., 
it was desirable to provide chimneys 250 ft. 
high. The existing kilns on the site con- 
nected to chimneys of only 100 ft. should 
not be operated for any purpose. 


LIGHTING CODE 


A revised version of the IES Code for 
Lighting in Buildings has just been issued. 
Copies (price 5s.) may be obtained from the 
Illuminating Engineering Society, 32, Vic- 
toria-street, London, SWI. 
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BUILDING METHODS IN WESTERN GERMANY 


Federation of Master Builders’ Report 


WHEN the party of 60 members of the 
Federation of Master Builders 
recently toured a number of Rhineland 
towns, including Bonn, Cologne and 
Dusseldorf, their chief concern was to in- 
vestigate building methods and practice. 

A report on their tour states that some 
idea of the present pace of building pro- 
duction in Western Germany may be gained 
from the fact that in 1954 with a labour 
force of 14m. operatives, 530,000 dwellings 
were erected. 

The explanation of this terrific labour 
output, the report continues, may be the 
result of: (a) ample labour force with a 
constant float of unemployed operatives 
available; (b) willingness to work practically 
unlimited overtime without any official re- 
strictions; (c) the universal use of light- 
weight concrete blocks; (d) a lower standard 
of finish in contrast with British custom. 

In the district of Neuwied, can be found 
the pumice deposit near to the surface 
and easily excavated, which plays an im- 
portant part in Western Germany’s building 
constructional work. Millions of tons of 
this light-weight aggregate are mined 
annually. In Neuwied alone, there are 
1,040 precast concrete firms manufacturing 
light-weight concrete - blocks with the 
pumice aggregate. 

Transported to all parts of Germany these 
blocks have apparently killed the brick 
making industry, states the report. With a 
weight of approximately 48-50 lb. per cu. ft. 
the blocks are easy to transport and, with 
the hollow blocks used for external walls 
measuring 19} in. by 7 in. by 12 in. thick, 
one block takes the place of about 15 bricks. 
There is no objection by the German brick- 
layer to this somewhat unwieldy building 
unit. Aided in erection by the use of high 
level site cranes, and using an extremely 
“fatty” and highly workable mortar, the 
laying rate is so fast that buildings under 
construction seem to leap up overnight. 

In the main, buildings are completed with 
an external rendering. With textured 
finishes in both pastel and strong colours, 
monotony is avoided. An interesting 
feature is the non-appearance of efflores- 
cence in the external coloured renderings. 
This suggests, says the report, that our own 
Building Research Station would do well 
to investigate how the Germans have solved 
this problem. 

In addition, to avoid transport costs, two 
large plants have been erected to manu- 
facture light-weight blocks tc the Ytong 
Swédish specification. 

Many large buildings are being erected 
with an inner lining of light-weight blocks, 
and an outer cladding of in situ placed con- 
crete, left with a remarkably smooth and 
even surface. To obtain this extremely even 
textured and pocket-free face, air entrain- 
ing agents are used to improve plasticity 
and flowability. Using a low water con- 
tent, high strength is obtained with placing 
being eased by the plasticising action of the 
air entraining agent. Using metal faced 
shuttering, the condition of the concrete sur- 
face is so good that little rubbing down is 
required. With the elimination of special 
facing materials, erection cost is low and 
erection speed is high. 


Other features of German building 
methods which interested delegates included 
the extensive use of concrete mixers on 
building sites, with batchweighing equip- 
ment attached, and also small cement silos 
for bulk delivered cement and the introduc- 
tion of a small portable concrete pumping 
plant that operates in combination with any 
type of concrete mixer. 

The report states that after 10 years of 
clearing up, repairing, re-building, and re- 
developing, the West Germans have now 
reached the stage where housing is so well 
under way that they can turn their attention 
and money to the provision of town halls, 
museums, art galleries, opera houses, etc. 

On the social side, the tour was a great 
success. The delegates of the FMB, under 
the leadership of Mr. W. A. Mackridge, 
MIOB, president, London Region, were 
accorded an official welcome by Dr. Edwin 
Gerland, the municipal deputies of Cologne, 
and prominent members of the West 
German building industry. The Federation 
hopes to make a similar visit to Holland 
next year. 


PERSONAL COLUMN 


Mr. D. J. HarrincTon has been transferred from 
the head office of Taylor Woodrow (Building Exports). 
Ltd., London, marketing agents for the Arcon Group 
of manufacturers of prefabricated buildings, to be 
assistant overseas representative at the Accra, Gold 
Coast, office. 

Mr. A. C. Tuomas, sales director of Taylor Wood- 
row (Building Exports), Ltd., London, marketing 
agents for the Arcon prefabricated structures, left 
London on May 17 for a two-month tour of Africa. 

Mr. N. F. Spence, AMICE, has retired from the 
position of managing director of the Croft Granite, 
Brick and Concrete Co., Ltd., 7, Victoria-street, SW1, 
after 36 years’ service to the company. He is suc- 
ceeded as managing director by Mr. J. E. CARLETON, 
TD, formerly deputy managing director. 

Following the retirement of Mr. C. E. Taytor, 
the vacancy created on the board of Hathernware. 
Ltd., of Hathern, near Loughborough, Leics., has 
been filled by the appointment of Mr. N. TANNER. 

Three separate sales sections have been formed by 
Vulcan Products, Ltd., 24, Ryder-street, SWI, and 
Mr. D. C. S. BALt is now divisional sales manager 
for all decorating materials. 

Mr. F. ANDERSON, AMICE, who has been in 
charge of the Scottish office of the Cement and Con- 
crete Association at 2 Rutland-sq., Edinburgh, since 
1935, is to retire on June 1. He will be succeeded by 
Mr. Peter RusseELt, AMICE, who has been acting 
as deputy to Mr. Anderson. 

Mr. Frank H. SMITH, director and general sales 
manager of Dunlop Special Products, Ltd., has been 
presented with a gold watch by Mr. G. E. BEHARRELL, 
Dunlop’s managing director, upon completing 40 
years’ service with the company. 

Following the resignation of Mr. KENNERLEY 
Epwarps from Kennerley Edwards & Associates. 
Ltd., the new company of Central Publicity Services. 
Ltd., has been registered to carry on the business of 
public relations consultancy at the same address, 313. 
Brompton-rd., SW3. 


PURCHASE ORDER VARIED 


The Minister of Housing and Local 
Government has given his decision on an 
objection by Mr. F. G. Burrell and Mr. 
W. G. Webber against a proposal by the 
Essex County Council compulsorily to 
purchase 366 square yards of land having a 
frontage of about 80 feet to Arbour-lane, 
Chelmsford, for the purpose of improving 
the entrance to the Council’s offices in 
Arbour-lane. The Minister states that he 
does not accept the need for the acquisition 
of the whole of the site, but has decided to 
confirm the Order to the extent of allowing 
sufficient land to be taken as will enable 
20 feet to be added by the Council to their 
existing premises. 
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FILMS ABOUT BUILDING 


‘HE following is a further list, pre- 
pared by the Scientific Film Asso- 
ciation, 164, Shaftesbury-avenue, WC2, 
in a series of critical appraisals of build- 
ing films. Additional lists will be pub- 
lished at intervals. 


BUILDING FILMS—LIST No 3 


The letters (H) or (F) after the title of 
each film signify Hire Charge, or Free 
Loan, “16 sd.” indicates 16-mm. sound 
film; “16 st.” denotes 16-mm. silent 
film; “ b and w” means black-and-white. 
Below the titles are given the names of 
the sponsor and producer. 


A Jos For A Man (F), 30 mins., 16sd., colour. 
Britain, 1953. (British Constructional Steelwork 
Assn.—John Byrd Studios.) Distributor: 
British Constructional Steelwork Assn., 
Artillery House, Artillery-row, SW1. 

Content: Examples of modern steel-framed 
buildings. Detailed review of the processes of 
production of structural steelwork, including 
references to stockyard, drawing office, template 
floor, plating shop, welding bay ; fabrication of 
large circular vessels and rectangular tanks. 
Large steel bridge contract including fabrication 
in Britain and erection overseas. 

Appraisal: Intended to stimulate recruitment 
of craft apprentices to the structural steelwork 
industry and very well -suited to its purpose 
although it might prove a little long for young 
audiences. Gives an excellent picture of the in- 
dustry. Good cinematic quality with clear and 
interesting commentary. 

Made for: Recruitment of apprentices to con- 
structional steelwork industry. 

Recommended for: Advanced students in 
technical colleges. 

Suitable for: Specialists, adult training, 
scientific film societies, general audiences, tech- 
nical colleges, secondary technical schools. 


PRESTRESSED CONCRETE TOWER (F), 11 mins., 
l6sd., colour. Australia, 1953. (Sydney Water 
Board—Waterboard Photographic Section). Dis- 
iributor: High -Commissioner for Australia, 
Australia House,, WC2. 

Content: Theory of prestressed concrete. 
Description of construction of water-tower in 
New South Wales by the Freyssinet system, 
using post-tensioning. Casting in forms ; thread- 
ing and tensioning steel reinforcement ; grouting 
and sealing ends; erection. Post-tensioning 
horizontal beams in situ. 

Appraisal: A straightforward description of 
a well-organised job, in which every stage is 
clearly explained. 

_ Recommended for: Specialists, adult train- 
ing, advanced students in technical colleges. 

Suitable for: Scientific film societies, technical 
colleges. 

Unsuitable for: General audiences, secondary 
technical schools. 

THe Stockton Test (F), 20 mins., 16sd., 
35sd., b & w._ Britain, 1953. (Allied Iron- 
founders, Ltd.—Film Producers’ Guild.) Dis- 
tributor: Allied Ironfounders, Ltd., 28,. Brook- 
street, W. 

Content: Need for modernising — several 
million low-cost Victorian houses. How four 
such houses in Stockton-on-Tees were 
modernised by building kitchen, bathroom and 
we, and coal-store in yard. Cost £350 a house, 
provided by £175 grant and 4s. per week rent 
increase. 
Ironfounders. Local appreciation depicted. 

Appraisal: A straightforward description of 
the work, with plenty of human interest. Well 
produced, with remarkably attractive spoken 
commentary. Good propaganda in favour of 
modernisation of old houses. Of minor value in 
building education. 

Made for: Councils, property owners, 
builders’ merchants, coal merchants, technical 
schools. 


Recommended for: Specialists, general 
audiences. be . 
Suitable for: Adult training, technical 


colleges, scientific film sovieties. 
Unsuitable for: Secondary technical schools. 
CLAY IN THE SERVICE OF SANITATION (F), 25 
mins., 16sd., monochrome. Britain. Distributor 
and sponsor: Doulton, Ltd., Albert Embank- 
ment, SE1. : 


Work done by builders for Allied | 
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Content: Introduction to manufacture of 
three types of sanitary ware: sanitary, earthen- 
ware, vitreous china, fireclay ware. Modelling, 
mixing ingredients, moulding, glazing, firing in- 
spection. 

Appraisal: A useful “‘ tour-of-the-works ” 
with good photography. Slightly disjointed in 
places. Varying characteristics in manufacture 
of different types of ware not clearly indicated. 
The introductory desk sequence is unnecessary 
and the background music is rather distracting. 
Useful for teaching purposes but requires ampli- 
fication by teacher. 

Suitable for: Adult training, specialists, 
scientific film societies, general audiences, tech- 
nical colleges, secondary technical schools. 


PRELUDE TO Power (F), 40 mins., 16sd., 
colour. Britain. Distributor: L. P. Bacon, 
94-98, Petty France, SW1. 

Content: Construction of Castelio de Bode 
Dam, Portugal. The following constructional 
plant is fully shown: drag-line scrapers winning 
gravel from river bed; washing and screening 
plant; ropeway transporters; central concrete 
mixing plant; monotower cranes; dumpers. 
Plant capacities and speeds are given. 

Appraisal: A ae ae lengthy and 
detailed account of the whole constructional 
work and plant used. Clear commentary and 
satisfactory colour photography. 

Recommended for: Specialists. 

Suitable for: Adult training, scientific film 
societies, general audiences, technical colleges, 
secondary technical schools. 


JOINTS IN BUILDING AND CIVIL ENGINEERING 


(F), 29 mins., 16sd., colour. Britain, 1950. 
(Expandite, Ltd.—Industrial Colour Films.) 
Distributor and sponsor: Expandite, Ltd., 


Chase-rd., NW10. 

Content: Design of construction joints in 
concrete roads, runways and reservoirs to allow 
for structural movement and special circum- 
stances. Failures through faulty construction. 
Making various types of joints. 

Appraisal: Useful though somewhat lengthy 
treatment of an important problem. The title is 
somewhat misleading. Fails to emphasise im- 
portance of planning at the design stage and 
over-simplifies certain technical problems. 

Made for: Architects, builders and civil 
engineers. 

Recommended for: Specialists. 

Suitable for: Scientific film societies, adult 
training, technical colleges, secondary technical 
schools. 

Unsuitable for: General audiences. 


RussBER IN Roaps (F), 18 mins., 16sd., 
monochrome with short section in colour. 
Britain, 1951. Distributor and sponsor: British 
Rubber Development Board, Market Buildings, 
Mark-lane, EC3 

Content: Defects in bituminous road sur- 
faces, improvement of. bitumen by addition of 
natural rubber powder, increased holding power 
on stone surface-dressing. Comparative tests in 
laboratory, untreated and treated (“rub- 
berised ”’) bitumen, improvement maintained 
with age. Process on commercial scale, quality 
control by routine tests. Comparative tests under 
practical conditions. Use of rubberised bitumen 
in asphalt. Illustrations of use in several coun- 
tries including coloured asphalt on Festival of 
Britain site. 

Appraisal: Of special interest to the highway 
engineer and of general background interest to 
many technical students. Part played by labora- 
tory work well illustrated. Sound quality poor 
and introduction of colour near the end un- 
successful. %4 

Recommended for: Specialists. — 

Suitable for: Adult training, scientific film 
societies, technical colleges, secondary technical 
schools. 

Unsuitable for: General audiences. 


BUILD WITH STEEL (F), 20 mins. J6sd., colour. 
USA, 1950. (American Institute of Steel Con- 
struction—Argo Films, Inc.) Distributor: 
United States Information Service, 5, Grosvenor- 
square, W1. 

Content: Use and advantages of steel con- 
struction in large- and moderate-size buildings. 
Planning, assembling, fire-protection and 
plastering of steel-framed buildings. Salvage 
value of steel. : 

Appraisal: An acceptable advertising film 
with good teaching value. Good animated 
diagrams showing construction metheds. The 
use of welding, other than for tacking, is 
omitted. The continuous background music is 
distracting. 
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Suitable for: Specialists, adult training, tech- 
nical colleges, secondary technical schools, 
scientific film societies, general audiences. 


Pipe SCHEMES (F), 10 mins., 16sd., colour. 
USA, 1950. (Line Material Co.) Distributor: 
Line Material Co., 700 W. Michigan-street, 
Milwaukee, 1, Wisconsin, USA. 

Content: Manufacture and layin of 
American pitch-impregnated drain pipes fs in.- 
6 in. dia.), Manufacture by impregnating wood 
fibre pipe with hot pitch under vacuum. Bend- 
ing, crushing and impact tests. Ends tooled to 
2 degrees taper, for driving into tapered 
couplings. Laying and jointing in trench. Ad- 
vantages of water tightness, durability, lightness 
and exclusion of roots. Applications. | 

Appraisal: A fairly adequate description. of 
the manufacture and use of pitch fibre pipe 
which will serve to introduce an interesting new 
material for building drainage. 

Made for: Drainage contractors. 

Recommended for: Specialists. = 

Suitable for; Adult training, scientific film 
societies, technical colleges, secondary technical 
schools. ’ 

Unsuitable for: General audiénces. 


ADVANCED CONCRETE 
PRACTICE 


City and Guilds Course Extended 


THE COURSE in conerete practice estab- 
lished by the City and Guilds of London 
Institute in 1954, has now been extended into 
a second year for the benefit of those students 
who wish to gain a more advanced know- 
ledge of the subject. 

The second-year course is planned on the 
same basis as that for the first year, viz., 
one two-hour evening lecture per week for a 
period of 24 weeks, and will come into opera- 
tion from the commencement of the college 
session, 1955/56. An examination, consist- 
ing of a written paper and an oral test, will 
be held in May, 1956, and certificates (Grade 
II) will be awarded to successful candidates. 
Students will normally be expected to have 
completed successfully the first-year course 
before entering for the second-year course. 


Details in pamphlet form from the City 
and Guilds of London Institute, Department 
of Technology, Gresham College, Basinghall- 
street, London, EC2, price 6d. 


IRON AND STEEL PRICES 
Board’s Report on Cost Trends 


THE IRON AND STEEL BOARD’S annual re- 
port for the first financial year of the Board’s 
operations now published (HMSO, price 
1s. 3d.), states that during the first half of 
1954 there was no general shortage of steel 
supplies. In the second half of the year de- 
mand for steel increased more rapidly. This 
demand has been maintained and is now 
strong for most types of steel products. Home 
production is being expanded as rapidly as 
possible to meet the increasing demand. It 
is estimated that production this year will 
reach 194m. tons. 

The report includes a description of the 
general review of iron and steel costs and 
prices which was one of the first tasks under- 
taken by the Board. The net effect of price 
changes made by the Board during 1954 was 
to increase the general level of steel prices at 
the end of 1954 by approximately 3 per 
cent. above the level at the end of 1953. A 
chart in the report shows that steel prices in 
the United Kingdom are still well below 
home prices on the Continent and in the 
United States. 
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INQUIRY BUREAU 


Revision of Specifications 

Q.—We had plans for a new road 
approved before the last war. Since then 
the area has been taken over by another 
authority. Can the new authority ask for a 
better specification than that originally 
approved, without either giving notice or 
paying the additional cost? In addition to 
this the council propose to widen the road 
at a future date (the entrance to the road is 
restricted by a garden) but to charge us the 
cost now. Is this permissible? . Fed. 


A.—Under the Private Street Works Act, 
1892, a legal correspondent writes, the local 
authority may revise their specification even 
after they have served notice of the specifica- 
tion and the proposed apportionments on 
the frontagers; they may do this even if the 
effect is to increase the cost, but in this case 
they must serve fresh notices and thus give 
a further opportunity for objections: 1892 
Act, section 11. Under these circumstances, 
I think your correspondent’s best course is 
to lodge an objection under section 7 of the 
1892 Act on the ground that the proposed 
works are unreasonable. The objection 
should be lodged within one month of the 
local authority’s notice, and the authority 
may then refer the objection to the magis- 
trates for a decision. 

If the month has already lapsed, he should 
ask for an extension of time; the authority 
will be entitled to refuse an extension, but 
they may be willing to grant it. If not, he 
still has a remedy: on receiving the demand 
for payment, he can present a memorial to 
the Minister of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment under section 268 of the Public Health 
Act, 1875, on the ground that the specifica- 
tion is unreasonable. 

The council cannot demand payment 
until the street works have been carried out, 
although, of course, the apportionment is 
made in advance. The only exception is 
under the New Streets Act, 1951; that act 
applies where it is proposed to erect a new 
building in a private urban (and in certain 
instances a rural) street. A; 8. -T. 


Loss of Property During Works 


Q.—We were general contractors for the 
carrying out of work on a congested site at 
a hotel and during the course of excavating 
for the foundations we uncovered two cop- 
per flow and return pipes leading to a heat- 


ing system. These flow and return pipes 
had to be removed and this was carried out 
by the heating engineer sub-contractor as 
part of a day work item. 

Owing to the nature of the site the only 
place we could store these copper tubes 
and their fittings, which were in long 
lengths, was on the flat roof of the same 
building where we felt they could be left 
in some degree of safety, kept straight and 
away from damage. This building does not 
border any public road and is overlooked 
by a block of residential flats and the bed- 
rooms of the hotel itself. 

In the period of removing these pipes from 
the excavated trenches and the refixing of 
them in another place it was found that a 
great majority of them were missing. 
Inquiries were instituted, but the missing 
pieces together with their fittings could not 
be found. The heating engineer took up the 
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matter with the architect through ourselves 
when the time came to connect up these 
fittings, and the architect would not give an 
order for the supply of the materials. We 
were not asked by our heating engineer 
sub-contractor to remove these copper pipes 
from the site or to store them, they were 
laid on the roof by the heating engineers 
with the knowledge of our foreman. 

The work had to proceed, the client would 
take no action in the matter and, therefore, 
copper pipes had to be supplied by someone 
and fitted in the hope that both the client 
and the architect would be more amenable 
at the end of the contract. The bill was 
forwarded to the architect, who refused it. 

In the meantime, we as general contractors 
have taken up the matter with our own 
insurance company who would not deal with 
it as they said we were not covered for 
larceny and they looked upon the removal 
of these pipes as larceny. The heating 
engineer sub-contractor’s insurance com- 
pany treated the matter in the same way as 
well as the insurance company of the hotel 
proprietors. We are, therefore, in the posi- 
tion of being asked by the heating engineer 
to pay them for the copper‘pipes which they 
replaced and we on our part have met with 
a refusal from the client and cannot meet 
this charge through our insurance. 

We were shown a paragraph in the RIBA 
Standard Form regarding unfixed materials 
and the heating engineer is using this para- 
graph to force the issue and eventually sue 
for payment of his copper pipes and we in 
turn would have the disagreeable task »f 
suing the architect or the client for settle- 
ment of the account. Before we take these 
steps, which we are very loath to do as 
the client is of many years standing and we 
are on most happy terms with the architect, 
we would like to know what is the precise 
ruling on this particular matter. The work 
was carried out under the RIBA Agreement 
without quantities. GL Wid. 


A.—A legal correspondent writes:—I do 
not think that this case comes within the 
provision of the clause in the RIBA Standard 
Form concerning unfixed materials as has 
apparently been suggested by the architect. 
Clause 11 (which I assume is the clause in 
question) only applies where the architect 
has given a certificate which includes the 
value of unfixed materials. 

On the other hand, I think this case 
probably falls within clause 14(b) although 
this is by no means certain. Clause 14(b) 
deals with all injury or damage to property, 
other than damage by fire, for which the 
employer is liable under clause 15(b), in so 
far as such injury or damage arises out of 
or in course of or by reason of the execu- 
tion of the works. There must be an obvious 
doubt as to whether loss by larceny amounts 
to injury or damage arising out of or in 
course of or by reason of the works, 
although I am inclined to think that such 
loss can be said to arise in course of the 
works. It is to be observed, however, that 
the contractor is liable only if the damage 
is due to “ any negligence, omission or de- 
fault of the contractor, his servants or agents 
or of any sub-contractor.” Now, it would 
seem that the onus is upon the employer to 
prove that the contractor or sub-contractor 
has been guilty of some negligence, omission 
or default; it is not incumbent upon the con- 
tractor to show that neither he nor his sub- 
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contractor has not been guilty of negligence. 

This raises the question whether the em- 
ployer can, in the circumstances of the 
present case, prove that there has been such 
negligence. Negligence is failure to take 
reasonable care. It might well be argued 
that, in all the circumstances of this particu- 
lar case, the heating engineers did all that 
could reasonably have been expected, and 
were therefore not negligent. On the other 
hand, it might be said that they ought to 
have foreseen the possibility of the pipes 
being observed from the adjacent 
buildings and have taken some steps to cover 
them. These are questions of fact which 
are very difficult to decide, but it is clear 
that if there is any substantial degree of 
doubt the employer has not discharged the 
burden of proof which apparently rests upon 
him. 

If clause 14(b) does not apply, then | 
think the contractor can only be held liable 
if it can be shown that, apart from the con- 
ditions of the RIBA Standard Form, there 
was some implied obligation upon him to 
take care of the contractor’s property. Here 
again, it would be necessary in my opinion 
to show negligence. A. EB. 


Weatherproof Construction Problem 


Q.—I am interested in the erection of a 
single-span building for a light workshop 
needing good weatherproof construction, 
and would appreciate advice. Could a 4}-in. 
brick wall, when well cemented over the 
outside be as dry and durable as a cement 
block construction? The building will be 
near the sea coast and will be subject to 
bad weather conditions. Cavity brick 
seems too costly. J. B. B. 


A.—There is little to choose between a 
44-in. brick wall and a concrete block if the 
treatment to the exposed surface is the same. 
The only question between these two 
materials might be in their relative strength, 
but if the concrete block is in fact a good 
sound block, then it is reasonable to suppose 
that it would compare very favourably with 
the brick, and of course would be cheaper 
to erect. 

It is expecting rather a lot to treat either 
of these materials with a rendering and be 
sure that the interior of the building would 
be dry. Furthermore, the heat losses 
through such a wall would considerably in- 
crease the amount of heating required during 
the winter months. I would again consider 
the additional capital cost of cavity walls 
since it would be almost certain to save 
money over a period of time and at the same 
time be certain of keeping the interior of the 
building dry. The interior wall need be no 
more than 3-in. breeze blocks; of course the 
exterior wall need not be rendered unless it 
is required for appearance. 

If it is still decided to build a 44-in. wall 
only then I would recommend the following 
procedure for the rendering. Cover the 
whole of the external surface with a 
“spatter dash.” This is a thin slurry of 
sand and cement mixed in equal parts. This 
to be followed with a sand .and cement 
rendering added to which is one of the many 
waterproofing compounds that are adver- 
tised, and it is important that the makers’ 
instructions for mixing be strictly adhered 
to. A final coat is then necessary and may 
be one of the many finishings ~ as “_ 
dash, roughcast, etc. H. O. D 
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‘CURRENT PRICES OF MATERIALS 


[= information given on these pages has been specially compiled 
for The Builder and is copyright. It is the intention that the 
etails given should indicate fair average prices of materials, not 

necessarily the highest or the lowest. The prices apply to large 

quantities of materials loaded at works, delivered at London Stations 
cr at site in London Area as stated. Prices for smaller quantities 
ex merchants warehouse will necessarily be higher so as to include 
the stocking and handling costs involved. Due to the exceptional 
circumstances now prevailing it is recommended that the prices of 
materials should be confirmed by inquiry from suppliers and merchants. 


AGGREGATES AND SAND 


Delivered site in full lorry loads. Average of prices for 
Boroughs of Westminster, Paddington, Holborn and 
St. Pancras. 


a. 


Ow our aA: 


Pit Ballast . " ae r yd. 
Pit Sand -~ és aan xan — 
Washed Sand . nee eae i i aaa 
2 in. Shingle... oa a 
# in. Broken Brick 
Pan Breeze aa 
Fine or Coarse Foamed Slag ‘Aggregate ree 
2 yds. of fine and 2.6 yds. of coarse per ton 


CEMENT, etc. 


Including non-returnable jute sacks or paper bags. 

Best British Portland Cement. Standard Specifica- 
tion delivered Charing Cross area. 
6-ton loads and upwards, site 
1 to 6 tons, site 

Rapid Hardening Cement in 6ton loads and up- 
wards to site ae i 
lto6ton do. site ... 

Aquacrete Water Repellent Cement. 32s. 6d. per 
ton on ordinary cement prices. 

Red, Buff or Khaki Colorcrete in 6-ton lots 

Other colours according to colour. 

in 4-ton lots from 211s. 9d. to ss __~ - ton. 

White yg Cement Se 
Under 

417 ol “(Ultra Rapid Hardening) in 6-ton lots 
and upwards 

Super Cement (Waterproof a 32s. 6d. ‘per ton above 
Portland Cement. 

Cullamix Tyrolean Finish, £9 4s. 3d. to £10 17s. 9d. 
(1-ton loads and upwards). 

Lightning and Ciment Fondu Brands High Alumin- 
ous cement, 6-ton lots and be 

Stourbridge Fireclay, 6-ton loads at Railway, Depot, 
London ys _ tee ése 


_ 


= 
COOK UNHY 


BRICKS 


Full Loads. 

First Hard Stocks... 

Second Hard Stocks ... 

Mild Stocks... 

All loaded free into lorry at the works. The | question 
of haulage is still very difficult and prices must 
be obtained from job to job. 

2 in. Nominal Fletton — to sites in bape 
District Commons 
Cellular eS «eae 
Keyed do. 

Rustics gtk 
Cellular Rustics 
Single Bullnose do. 
Sandfaced ... 

Best Blue Pressed Staffs (London Stations) 
Do. Bullnose (London Stations) ae 

Blue Wire Cuts (London Stations) . a 

Midhurst Lime Bricks (London Sites) ‘ae 

Uxbridge Whites (London Sites) _... 

Special Purpose Sandlime Bricks (London Sites) . 

24 in. Best Stourbridge Fire — (Condon 
Stations) Fe 

3 in. do. (London Stations) ° 

2§ in. Machine - made Sandfaced Red ’Facings 
(London Sites) 

25 | oe Machine-made Multi ‘Red Facings (London 


24, pa a SA Sandfaced Red Facings (London 


Sites 
2% in. Hand-made Sandfaced Multi-Colour Facings 
(London Sites) 
Hand-made Sandfaced Cherry Red Facings. Berk- 
shire district (London Sites) 
Hand-made _Sandfi Multi-Colour "Facings. 
Berkshire district (London Sites) .. see a 


ananooenan A &BWO ONnooanococcoocose 
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£ 
Rubber Bricks for gauged arches (London Sites)... per 1,000 41 
2% in. Surrey Clamp Burnt Multi Stock Facings 
(London Sites) * 13 
2% in. Surrey Kiln Burnt Multi Stock Facings 
(London Sites) 
Glazed Bricks (London Sites), White, Wory, B Brown— 
Stretchers... 
Headers eb : oe oni 
Quoins, Bullnose and 4} in. Flats . sa 
Double Stretchers ... oa sine ees ie 
Double Headers... eas ae bce <n 
One side and two ends as ‘ai 
Two sides and one end 
Splays and Squints ° er - 
Cream and Buff £3 extra over ‘White. Other 
colours, hard _—, £8 10s. Od. extra over White. 
All above rices p lus 74% for Best quality and 
plus 73% less 10% for Second quality. 


PARTITION SLABS, etc. 


Delivered Central London Area. 
HoLLow Cay ParTITION BLocks (Keyed) 
Minimum 
; lorry loads. 
*2 in.  ... ; eae 140 yds. Re “ae om yd. sup. 
*2} in. ... a wae 140 yds. aia ae - 
~< |” Meas «ee bee 120 yds. ie a 
‘ BUILDING BLOCKS (Keyed). 
*4 in. (6 cavity) waa 95 yds. 
6 in. (8}” x 53”) y 1250 Blocks 
*Half blocks at no extra charge. 
CLINKER CONCRETE 
Pim. :.4 de = 100 yds. eg 
pi eee “aa kaa 85 yds. ane 
.¢ ie “a a 75 yds. id 
4 in. a ae ae 55 yds. ae 
: CRANHAM 


— 


ecoceocscsoeosoe a co of 


per 1000 25 


+. per yd. sup. 


2 in. des 
2) me 4 
~ ee 


an in. Load bearing quality . Pc 
Fioor Biocks and site Ties 

3 in. Floor Blocks 12 in. eile 12 in. cameo in full 

Jorry-loads ... .. per 1,000 32 
4 in. Sc ‘an toa Be poe aa 34 
7 in. eee “aa ese 
8 in 66 
10" x 3"x oe: Filler = sin multiples of 10 tiles per 1. ,000 multiples 56 
2p gee i do. a 2 63 1 
10’ x4” x : 2 do. ‘a a 69 


STONEWARE DRAIN PIPES, etc. 
The following are the percentages to be added to the Standard List prices 
delivered London Area. 
Over 100 Pieces Under 100 Pieces 
under 2 tons under 2 tons 


° 


eococooesco 


Over 2 tons 
Best Quality +674% +974% 

B.S.S. Best do. +10% +674% +10%" +974% 
Tested Quality +374%4674% +4374%+4974% 
BSS. Tested do. +47$%+678% +474%+4974% 


3 in. Land Drain wing has sat in. mene, 


+473%+1074% 


s. d. 
per 1,000 10 13 6 
4 in. do. <a am 1420 


STONE 


Bath Stone— 
Monks Park an oan a . per ft. cube 
St. Aldhelm Box Ground -& 
Delivered in railway trucks at South Lambeth 
B.R. Western Region 
Doulting Stone Random Blocks. Delivered London area 
Beer Stone. Delivered London area po a 
Portland Stone— 
Brown Whitbed in random blocks, 20 ft. avera 
delivered in railway trucks at Nine Elms, B.R. 
Southern Region Bi 
Yorkshire Stone—Blue Robin Hood Quality. 
Delivered to site London in 6-ton lots. 
9in. x 3in. Rubbed, a Prowse and 
stooled cills ars dae te ments ft. cube 
12 in. x 6 in. do. do. me 
12in. x 3 in. Plain coping, twice throated _ 
12 in. x 3in. Weathered = twice throated coping 
14 in. x 6 in. do. ae ae 
44 in. xX 9in. Plinth, rubbed on top: ‘and face ... a 
3 in. sawn two sides Slabs, random sizes ... see per ft. sup. 
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STONE—continued 


ao gre and Cover Stones, 3 in., 4 in. and 6 in. 
thick, edges coped for rendered ‘brickwork .., 
fair one edge for fair faced 


12 in. x 2 in. Square Steps, rubbed on top and edge 

14 in. x 3 in. Round-nosed Steps, rubbed on _ 
and front 

12 in. x 6 in. Plain Steps, rubbed top and front .. 

2 in. Rubbed and Jointed Paving, given sizes 
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& 6. 
perft.cube 1 5 


d. 
9 


1 106 


per ft. run 
per ft. cube | 
per ft. sup. 


2 in. Sawn Paving, edges squared, in random sass peryd.sup 2 


TILES AND PANTILES 
Delivered London area by road in 6 tons or over 
Machine-made Pantiles and French one Tile: 

Lincolnshire district ; 
Hand-made Pantiles Berkshire district és 
Hand-made Double Roman Bridgwater district 
Hand-made 10} x 6} tiles Berkshire district 
Machine-made 10} x 64 cs nrg district 
Hand-made Hip and Valley tiles per doz. 
Machine-made Hip — Valley tiles do er 
Concrete tiles 104 x 

do. iatelaching (49S) 


r 1,000 
$ from 


—_ 


Norte.—Breakage in transit, i responsibility. 


SLATES 
First-quality Slates from Penrhyn or Portmadoc, c 


arriage 


paid in full truck loads to London Rate Station. Per 


1,000 actual 
24 x 12 saa 


ARKRKER KKK 


16 8 
NOTE. —Breakage in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. 


TIMBER 
Softwood— 


SASAKOChWA 


0 


AANHOOCOACS 


SCOoonacoanhs 


Joinery quality oss aes Ex. — per standard i to £130 
0 


Carcassing qualit 
1 in. Tongued and Grooved Flooring 
Hardwood— 

a S.E. 
Honduras do. 
European do. 
Japanese do. kas 
English Logs sawn ... 
8 in. average S.E. 
African Logs sawn ... 


DOORS (in Lots I-11) 
Delivered London area. 
1} in. 4 Horizontal — Pattern 4 in. oo 
2 ft. Oin. x 6 ft. 6 in. 
2 ft. 3 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. 
2 ft. 6in. x 6 ft. 6 in. 
2 ft.9 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. 


+5 £108 
per ft. cube 


2 in. do. but top panel open. Pattern 4 x G in deal 


2 ft. 6in. x 6 ft. 6 in. 
2 ft.9 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. 


2 in. —e top panel <r Pattern 2 x G in deal 


6 in. x 6 ft. 6 
2 ft.9 in. x 6 ft. cin 


SUNDRIES 
Delivered London area 
1 in. Wood Wool Slabs, 6 ft. 0 in. x 2 ft. 0 in. in 
quantities of 1 ton 4 yds. to 1 ton) 
3 in. do. (67 yds. to 1 ton) 
(52 yds. to 1 ton) 
(45 yds. to 1 ton) 
(39 yds. to 1 ton) 


per yd. 


ee 
—OoO~nA 


Quantities under 1 ton add 1d. per } in. of thickness. 
3 in. imported insulation Board, quantities over 5,000 sq. ft. 


= 100 sq. ft. 2 


4 in. Hardboard do. 

yin. do. do. 

¥ in. Asbestos Flat Building Sheets 
—s Felt, 7 asp ee 


ply 
Best Scotch Glue i in slabs 
pearl 


oid Glue 
Cut Nails 3 in. oo Tots) ean 
do. 4 in. and up (1-ton lots) . 
Wire Nails, : in. (4-cwt. lots) a 
do. 4 in. and up (4-cwt. lots) 


METALS Stee, Joists, Etc. 
Basis Joists— 


a: per yd. sup. 
te per f cwt. 
1. 28 Ib. 

.» per ton 


vs per cwt. 


wn 


¥e 

NNASONUW 

ee 
NAWNUAAWNO HB WNe 


6 in. x 5 in., 8 in. x Sin., 8 in. xX 6in., 10 in. x 6 in. 
12 in. x 6 in. ong = ‘to lengths delivered London 


Extra for sizes ; 2 
3in. X 1gin. 4in. X lin. 
3 in. X 3 in. 
4in. X 3 in., 10 in. x 4} in. 
Sin. X 2}in., Sin. sili 
43 in. X 1} in. fi 


perton 39 0 


8 to £102 
0 


ano AS AnAoCooo 
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7 in. 13 in, x Sin. 
24 in. 
Tin. 
10 in. 
22 in. 
10 in. 
14 in. 
15 in. 15 in. 
16 in. 18 in. 
18 in. xX 8 in. 20 in. 
Steel angles average price . 
Steel tees average price 
Fabricated work delivered London— 
R.S. Joists cut and fitted 
Compound girders 
Stanchions ee 
Compound stanchions -_ 
In Roof Work—Trusses and Purlins ... 
Average prices not for awkward work 
Mild Steel Ferro-Concrete bars to BSS785 ex London 
Stock 3 in. diam., _ ae " vhs 
+i in. diam. se aah ee per ‘ton extra 4 
in. do. bis ay cae ae aes 3 
in. do. 526 até eae gas aia 2 
in. do. os re . 1 


5 in. 
6 in. 
6 in. 
9 in. 
12 in. 
9 in. 
14 in. 


5 
me tO tO 
= Tt 


cs) 
5 


8 in. x 4in, 


-B BB 
> 


12 in. * ‘Sin. 
14in. X 8 in. 
16in. < 6in. 
18 in. X 7 in. 
20 in. xX 7# in. 


p 


cs 
5 


ee xX XXX 
. 
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x 

oo 

BB 
a) 


xXxXKXXXKX XKXXXX 
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MILD STEEL TUBES 
Tubes to BSS1387 and Fittings. List prices and following discounts: 
Galvanised Tube— W.I. Fittings Malleable Fittings 
Class A NET . 
ClassB + 94% Light + 284% Malleable List—324% + 40% 
oe C+ 253% Heavy + 36% 
ack— 


Class B — 11% Light + 153% Malleable List—324% 
ClassC + 14% Heavy + 234% 


C.I. HALF-ROUND GUTTERS 
Delivered London per yd. in 6-ft. lengths 
Gutters 
3 in. . 3/4 
33 in. 
4 in. 
4} in. 
5 in. ee 
C.1.0.G. GUTTERS 
3 in. ‘ a as 4 
3h in. 
4 in. 
4} in. 
Sin. 


Per yd. in - - anes 
2 in. nas 
2} in. 
3 in. 
34 in. 
4 in. 
Le. hemes Sort Pipes 
2 in. 8/24 


24 in. she ae ee ae Pore 

3 in. dae cae ase ne ste, OS 

3} in. Ria sae ee sae oe 10/10 17 

4 in. sos 4 10/8 5 
Above prices for gutters, rain-water and soil pipes for under 5 cwt. lots 

only. Lots over 5 cwt. see List No. 3300 dated February 1, 1955, plus 24% 

and tonnage allowance. 4-ton lots 5 per cent, 2-ton lots 2} per cent. 


L.C.C. CoaTED DRAIN PIPEs 
n 9-fts. 


cwt. qr. Ib. per yd. Bends’ Branches 
jes ae i = ET 25/8 18/3 32/6 
a ae sso ae 80-8 38/1] 48/6 


AsBEsTOS RAIN-WATER PIPES AND FITTINGS 


All less 174 per cent. discount. 5 
in. 
a 6-ft. nine eat’ yd. 4/ 10 
Shoe: each co 
Single Branches _ wee ae 3 / 5/4 
Bends square or obtuse 2/8 2 3/9 
Swan Necks 44 in. proj. _,, 4/3 
do. 6in. do. a 4/10 


Gutters 6-ft. length: d air ir aa” 
utters 6-ft. lengths ... per yd. 

Drop ends we cae, en 2/10 3/10 
Stop Ends wet ane /10 1/- 
Angles ... sae ate «21 4/1 
Nozzles __ “Fy aes 2/10 ig 
Union Clips ... eee - 2/1 


3 in. 
Gutters 6-ft. lengths ...per yd. 2/6 
Drop ends ose «. each 2/1 
Stop ends oar se 

Angles ... ese ove 

Nozzles see, © 6ee 

Union Clips ‘ 





heas 
Toilet 
Screw 

do. 
Doub! 
Heavy 
Piumt 

iron 


Caps ¢ 
Brass | 


Lead ] 
scre 
Lead § 
Solder 
Plur 
Tin 
Blo 
Coppe 
and 


3 in. 

iin. 
1 in. 
1} in. 
1} in. 
2 in. 
Rolled 

plus 


Sirapit 
do. 
Blue I 
Hydra 
Lump 
White 
Pink k 
Granit 

Hair 

Gypsu 
yds. 
1,20 


i i) 
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METALS—continued Per ton basis 
in ——. 
“he 

Jron—Staffordshire Crown Merchant Quality ... * ae 44:47 6 
Mild Steel Bars... hen 37 14 0 
Mild Steel Hoops ... ne ee ee 
Ex Merchant’s 
Stock per ton 
Two-ton lots 
Soft Sheets C.R. and C. an oe 

20 gauge .. sts 

24 gauge .. 

26 gauge ... 
Galvanised Corrugated sheets 6 ft to 9 i. — 

20 gauge ... 

24 — re 

26 gau 
Galea Fiat sheets C. R. ‘and c. A.— 

20 gauge ... a ee 

24 gauge ... 

26 gauge ... ose <i aka ian ese see ane 
PLuMBERS’ Brass WoRK, COPPER, ZINC, ETC. 

Delivered 2.6" area. 


.O.H. 
All per doz. 4in. fin. lin. I}in. 1}in. 2in. 
Screwdown bib cocks Cong 
head for iron ae 128/8 
Toilet bib cocks for iron. 09/- i 
Screwdown stop cocks for iron /- 95/9 188/- 363/— 522/6 917/6 
do. with two unions for lead 89/— 132/- 234/4 472/- 623/6 1389/6 
Double nut boiler screws - «18/8 26/5 47/6 48/6 67/- 93/6 
Heavy Croydon ball valves... 77/- 193/6 312/5 568/8 734/10 — 
Piumbers’ union oe nas to 
iron ee 19/6 23/6 38/6 52/10 70/6 165/- 
. 2in. 3in. 34in. 4in. 
59/6 92/5 118/10 155/3 
31/11 31/11 56/2 74/10 91/5 
"142 x 6b. 14 x 61b.2 x 7b. 3 x 7b. 
Lead P. trap with brass cleaning 
screws “a es 63/6 79/6 127/- 217/3 
Lead S, trap do. eb oan 71/- 95/- 156/3 281/- 
Solder s. d. 
Plumbers’ aie - re ae er con. Co ok 3 
Tinmen’s “ae aoe sed Rats os aaa ee 3 8 
Blow pipe . 
Copper tubes BSS 659/1944 on the basic price of 383d. per Ib. ie gauge 
and manufacturing extras as — Minimum quantities, 3 cwt. 
tra 


DAD ADDN ooo? 


Caps and screws 
Brass sleeves 


Total per Ib. 


d. 
3in. x 19 gauge ° 12? 
iin. 5, ‘é 11 

1] Me xis, qe0 
itin. xX 18 ,, ale 9 
ihm x 1—,, 9 
2 if. Sexi 10% Za 
Rolled Copper sheets oi to 48 in. wide, basic Price 

a 


plus gauge and manufacturing extras .... 

Sheet Zinc 10 gauge (25 SWG) 5 cwt. lots upwards 
do. 12 gauge (23 SWG) do. 
do. 14 gauge (21 SWG) oO. 

Brass tubes basic tee Lise alias -_ manufactur- 
ing extras ve 


LEAD SHEET AND PIPES 

Basis selling price in,minimum one-ton delivery to one address in London 
or Home Counties. 

Lead Sheet, English, 33 lb. substance and upwards __ per ton 

Lead Water Pipe in coils... rr 

Lead Soil Pipe 10 ft. or over 2 in. to 4 in. ‘dia. 

do. over 4 in. dia. an 

Lead Gas or Untinned Compo pipe 

Extras over Basis for quantities “ae 1 ton 

5 cwt. and under 1 ton 

3 cwt. do. 5 cwt. 

1 cwt. do. 3 cwt. acts 

Smaller quantities than 1 cwt. priced specially. 

Supplying sheet lead and lead pipe to less than basis 
weights and cutting to sizes less than basis charged 
extra a to current trade schedule. 

Allowance for Old Lead, collected £99 Os. Od. per 
ton weighed at buyer’s works. 


ooo cocec: 


PLASTER, etc. 
Coarse Pink i in 1-ton loads and over Delivered on Site 
do. White do. do. ana 
Sirapite Coarse do. do. ate 
do. Fine do. do. a 
Blue Lias Lime in 6-ton _ is aE 
Hydrated Lime oO. ase soa eco 
Lump Lime do. a 
White Keen’s or Parian Cement i in i-tondoads :.. 
Pink Keen’s or Parian Cement in 1-ton loads 
Granite Chips in 6-ton loads eee des a 
Haig 22 ac -.. per cwt. 
Gypsum Plaster Lath or Base Board. zi in. thick 600 
oon over in one delivery. Delivered site ... per yd. 
1 wae 
Gypsum Plaster Wall Boards, 3 and 4 ft. wide, 6 to 
12 ft., ¢ in. thick, yds. and over in one 
delivery. saa site ... pie 
1,200 yds. ... pe dae “as 


— 
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PAINT AND DISTEMPER 


Delivered London area. 

Ceiling Distemper 

Washable Distemper 

Gloss Paint 

Snowcem cement paint (in 1 cwt. drums) ; 


coon 


LEAD PrRoDUCTS AND OILS. 
Ground White Lead, 1 cwt. kegs 
Genuine White Lead Paint, 1-19 D gal. lots in 1 Veal. tins 
Genuine Red Lead, Dry, 1 cwt. keg 
Genuine Linseed Oil Putty, 1 cwt. keg 
Size XD quality, 28 ib. 
Raw Linseed Oil (5 gal.) drums extra 
Boiled Linseed Oil (5 gal.) do. 4 


ACCOvwoo 


SUNDRIES. 
Turpentine rages (5 gal. ) drums extra . 
do. (40 gal.) do. do. 
Solignum, eh... (5 gal. cans) wee 
Creosote (40 gal. barrels)... ‘a 
Paste Powder (1 Ib. oem 
White Lining Paper ee 


AORWNH 
° er 


VARNISHES, etc. 


Delivered London area 

Oak Varnish, Outside or eae Pe ‘ae +» per gal. 
Oak Pale Copal do. aaa aus + 
Hard Drying Oak for Inside 

Crystal Paper Varnish do. 

Eggshell Flat Varnish do, 

Finest Carriage Varnish 

Front Door Varnish ... 

Japan Gold Size 

Black Japan... 

Brunswick Black 

Berlin Black 

Terebene 

Knotting (1 gal. bottles free)... 

French and Brush Polish (do. ) 


Scoessenooseocooene 


GLASS 


Delivered London area ae ose eco uae Per ft. super 
Ss. 
18 oz. Sheet Glass Ordinary Glazing Quality. Cut Sizes 
Oz. ” ” ” 
= > i ae a 


24 in. “Rolled Plate ee 
fs in. and } in. Rough Cast . 
4 in. Figured — and Cathedral, Standard patterns: 
ite . 
do. Standard Tints 
do. Special Tints ... 
3 in. Pinstripe, Hammerstripe, Reeded, Reedlyte and 
Luminating... ee 
3 in. Wired Cast 
} in. Georgian Wired Cast 
Hollow Glass Blocks— 
P.B.2. 53 x53 x3fin. .. aes 
P.B.3 BxXBXHm sa aa 
P.B.32 74x 7% x 3fin. lw. 
Radiused —— ae to — vi with— 
P.B.2 Bes 


P.B.3 
P.B.32 ca 

} in. Polished Plate Glass, G. G. ual 

In plates not exceeding 2 ft. sup. ai 
a 5 ft. sup. ° 
bs 45 ft. sup. oa 

> = 100 ft. sup. ; 

3 in. Polished Plate, extra sizes, i.e. plates exceeding 100 ft. 
sup. or 160 in. one way or 96 in. both ways. G.G. quality 
—Not exceeding 135 ft. sup. or 250 in. one ng or — in. 
both ways_.. 

Not ate 189 ft. sup. ‘or ditto. 

Not exceeding 200 ft. sup. or ditto i 

Plates exceeding 200 ft. sup., prices on application. 

Substances other than ¢ in. Polished Plate at Special Prices. 

Quantity Tariff—Sheet and Sundry Glass. 


The following prices apply to minimum quantities of one size and one 
pattern delivered by the manufacturer to one site at one time. 
Minimum ‘Per ft. super: 
quantity s. d. 

4h 


_ cee 
=I 
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Description of Glass 

18 oz. sheet O.Q ioe vot cae = 

24:8: cs Re ve Pee “a aa 

= pa ‘* ae axe as aa aac 
in "Rolled Plate 

it in. Figured Rolled and Cathedral Standard 
Patterns, White 

4 in. Pinstripe, Hammerstripe, Reeded, Luminating 
and Spotlyte... 

#s. in. and } in. Rolled Plate or Rough Cast 

} in. Wired Cast, Hexagonal... 

+ in. Georgian Wired Cast 


Sind) 
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CURRENT RATES OF WAGES 





(Every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy but we cannot be responsible for errors.) 


INS 


AN 


AS FROM APRIL 18, 1955. Buildis 
Town. KEY TO SCHEDULE OF GRADE RATES. on. _ addres 
Fe Caate Classification. A i 7 ait 64 Shrewsbury or Ree ‘Secret 
Abergavenny raftsmen ... Ls ‘ 4/- ittingbourne ..... ance ¢ 
Abingdon / v7 Skegness U.D. .. 
roe al . Labourers ... PILE 723° 3/53 — 3/4 Skipton UD. Bx charge 
Addlestone .. leafor -D. 
Aldeburgh Town Fons SE tes Slough . Mr. 
Aldershot District Felixstowe Lynehani (Devon) Smethwick C.B. insura 
Alfreton U.D Filey U.D. Snettisham ou 
Alnwick . Fleetwood. Macclesfield Somerset, County of ...... other 1 
Altrincham | Flint Maidenhead Southampton . ance, | 
Sac retell Maidstone — Dist. wort 
Amersham . Calder Valley ...........000000 A Frinton hem» altby — th Sui ids © Pe 
Cambridge mae idee (Essex) . ou lelds arrives 
Cannock U.D. Malvern U.D. .. Spalding U.D. ach 
Canterbury ; Gainsborough U.D. Manchester Stafford M.B. single 
Gateshead Manningtree but wi 
Gillingham (Kent). Mansfield M.B. .. . where 
Carls Giossep —— ve 
Ashby Woulds U Carmarthenshire,Cnty of tO Gloucester iabi 
Ashford (Kent) : y Market Harborough UD. Stockport... . 
Ashford (Middlesex). Caernarvonshire, Cnty. of $A2 Gloucestershire, Cnty. of ae Maryport i ug’ Stockton R. B. = ated a 
shington atlock LD... ockton-on-Tees .. imit 
— a Sanees $ eres Melksham Stoke-on-Trent CR, — 
Ashton-under-Lyne : ‘B. oke Orchar 
Aspatria and Brayton A2 cage 4 es 1 a Stourbridge M.B. . The 
Atherstone R.D. tyarts of) A Chatham & District Great Yarmouth oe Stourport U.D. 
Aylesbury A2 D Grimsby C.B. & R.D.(part) A i 1 Stowmarket of sor 
Ayiesham Grimsby R.D. (remainder) A2 Middlewich Stratford-on-Avon M.B. 
Bagshot Guildford District A2 Milford Haven . aaa ts District C:asse 
— Halesowen MLB. .......+0-00++. A Sutton Coldficid M.B. me 
ermord Castle U.D.. Ches Halifi oA Mundesley Peon - 
Barnoldswick U.D. .... Chesterficid MB. Haresfield Nantwith hazar 
Barnsley C.B. Chsctorficld R. agi “= a Nelson rating 
arrow-in-Furness ster-le-Street U.D. Rebs? 
Barrow-upon-Soar R. D.’ Chichester enemy : So tag Trent R.D. methc 
(exc. Thrussington A2)...A Chippenham (inc. Chippen- Soe nae Newcastle-on-Tyne Tamworth M.B.........0.00..: A again: 
Barry A ham Within and Harden- Harwich Newcastle-under-Lyme Tenterden eevee AZ ; 
Basford R.D.(exc. Willough- A2 aslamere New Forest District Tewkesbury “ the sé 
— Al) A — Hastings ... Newmarket risk © 
vars paca 4 th lane Pagnell rpe B “on 
es th. Ww agnell ... 
Al Sak Mienaaned a Newton Abbot Thurrock U. D.C. Area olici 
gas Henley-on-Thames Northallerton Dist », North of, to Billericay : Pp 
Herckord Northampton C.B a BY. risks 
Gelhem (Barrey) Herefordshire, Cnty. of... -einetiodlg sr ar [ower ng classe 


Berkhamsied 
Berrington ..... 
Berwick Borough 
Beveriey 
Bexhill-on-Sea 
Biggleswade 
Billericay 

Billing 

Billingham U.D. 
Bilsthorpe 
Birchington 
Birkenhead 
Birmingham C.B.. 
Bishop Auckland 
Bishop’s Stortford.. 
Bispham 
Blackburn 


Blackwell 
Blaydon U.D.... 
Blidworth .... 


> 


Bournemouth District oogeet 
Bracknell eovcecene: 
Bradford 
Bradford-on-Avon 
Braintree 


Brent Knoll 
Brentwood ... 
Bridlington . 
Brierfield .... 
Brighouse .... 
Brighton . 


pbb: 





en cea 
— Flint oe 
Bu 
Bun, 
Seaiten-onCusnis 
Burnley 








Colchester 
Col 


ine 
Colwyn Bay ... 
Congleton 
Consett 
Conway 
Carswell, wr < of . 
Coventry’ .B. 
Cranbrook 
Cranleigh 
Crawley (Sussex) 


Crook. and Willington 
MND: -ncccbuieubasbsceaccesesnene A 

Crowborough 
Cuckfield 

Dalton-in-Furness .... 

Darlington District 

Dar 


aoe “wwe . 





Diss 
Doncaster C.B. 
Dorkin; 


ig 
Dorset, County of (except- 
ing Poole, S 
Wimborne Al) 





E. Glam. & Mon. Val. 
East Grinstead District ... 
Eastwood (Notts.) U.D. ... 


Ebbw Vale & District 








Herne Bay 
Hertford 


>>>RErd>>Zbd5B 


Ee 
N 


I sabes scncstosseckebaoonas eeu 
Ipswich 

Isle of Sheppey .. 

Isle of Thanet.. 

Isle of Wight ..........06+ 


POMPE: . ssdciinsisvcdeucd 


Keighley .. 
endal 
Kenilworth U.D. ... 
Kettering M.B. .... 
Keynsham 
Kidderminster M.B. 
King’s Lynn 
Kingskerswell ... 
Kingsteignton 
irkham 


>> 


>> 
NN 


>> > 


Tgleaer C.B. 
Leighton Buzzard.. 
— 


Lichfield M.B. 
Lincoln C.B. 
Littlehampton 
Liverpool 
Llandudno ... 
Lianelly 





Norwich 
Nottingham C.B. 
Nuneaton M.B...... 


Oakham U.D. .... 
Oldham 

Ongar .... 
Ormskirk . 

Ossett and Horb y 
Oxford . 

Oxted ... 

Paignton 
Peterborough 


Pickering 

Plymouth .... 
Pontefract 
Pontypridd District.. 
Portishead 
Portland Stoneyards 
Portsmouth 

Port Talbot ... 


Pudse 
Saboreuh A 
Radnorshire, County of _— 
Ramsgate 
Rayleigh .... 
Reading 
Redcar B, 
Redditch U.D. 
Redhill and Reigate .. 
Ripon 
Rochdale .... 
Rochester .. 
Rotherham ... 
Rugby M.B. 


Saffron Walden .......... 
St. Albans 
St. Helens .... 
St. Neots 
Salisbury City .. 
Salisbury Plain .... 
Sawbridgeworth ... 
Saxmundham 
Scarborough 


y 
Sevenoaks ... 

rness 
Sheffield 
Shipley 
Shoeburyness 





Torquay 

Totnes 
Trowbridge 
Tunbridge Wells 
Tynemouth C.B. 


Uppingham (Salop) 
Uttoxeter U.D. 
Wakefield 
Wallsend B. 
Walsall C.B. 
Walsden 
Walton-on-Naze 
Ware 
Warminster 
Warrington _.... 
Warwick M.B. .... 
Wellington U.D. 
Wells (Norfolk) 
elwyn 
Welwyn Gar. City ... 
West Bromwich C.B.. 
Westbury 
Westcliff-on-Sea. 
Westerham 
Weston-super-Mare 
Weybridge 


Wilts. County o! 
Winchester 


Woking (District) 
Wokingham 
Wolverhampton C.B.. 
oodbridge 
Worcester C.B. 


Woonind (incl. Cefn). 
wreugnten 


Prrrrrer irri 


crvcevsesee A 


7d. In the case of London the rate beyond the 12-mile radius is: Cuiltinials < 1d; 











~— - aac es cay London ~ rates are;—Cftsmen, 4s. 14d.; Labourers, 3s, 
urers, us per working day. This is the County rate and applies except where higher grades are stated. 
Note.—Carpenters and Joiners providing own tools when employed tablish: 
Nee per dy: when Sucinent cn olket canton tadeon atta — is . ments operating under the Supplementary Rules for Woodworking Factories and Shops, receive 
ey “ haere ng 3 oe a the country the rate of wages for women engaged in craft processes is 3s. 13d. per hour. Women engaged on work other than 
For Building Trade Wages in Scotland see page 939. 
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INSTITUTE OF BUILDING 
ESTIMATORS 


Charges for Insurance 


AN ordinary general meeting of the 

London Region of the Institute of 
Building Estimators, held on May 2, was 
addressed by Mr. R. G. THompson, ACII, 


Secretary of the Builders’ Accident Insur- 


ance Co., Ltd., on certain aspects of oncost 
charges for 


Mr. Thompson pointed out that national 
insurances, holidays with pay and certain 
oiher types of insurance, such as motor insur- 
ance, did not vary according to the class of 
work, so that a basic figuré was usually 
arrived at to cover these and was given as a 
single percentage. This was a simple matter, 
but where the estimator had to be wary was 
where variations occurred in employers’ 
liability and third party rates. These fluctu- 
aied according to the job to be done and the 
limits of indemnity required by the 
employer. 

The speaker went on: “It is the practice 
of some firms to pay.an overall rate for all 
classes of work and charge to jobs the ascer- 
tuined percentages, whereas others rearrange 
the charge to the jobs according to the 
hazard within the framework of the overall 
rating. If they do not adopt the latter 
method, the system will operate unfairly 
against the jobs with the lighter risk and at 
the same time relieve the work with heavier 
tisk of its true burden. 


“It should be remembered that many 
policies are limited in scope so that essential 
risks may be left uncovered. Rates for some 
classes of employers’ liability risks are 10 


THE BUILDER 


times higher than basic rates.” 

Mr. Thompson then gave some exaraples 
of employers’ liability insurance requiring 
higher rates, including work in compressed 
air, tunnelling, rock blasting and deep 
sewerage. He deplored the tendency of 
some principals to require fantastic figures 
as limits of third party indemnities, thus 
unnecessarily adding to the cost of work 
done for themselves. There were, however, 
some cases, particularly those relating to col- 
lapse and subsidence, which required 
exceptionally high individual premiums 
including the cost of special survey—he 
knew of one premium alone amounting to 
£3,000 for a comparatively small contract. 
He stressed the importance of stating full 
details of physica] hazards plus contractual 
responsibilities to insurers in respect of each 
job, to ascertain what variations in rates may 
be required. 

The speaker then set out the insurances 
that should be included in oncosts:— 1. Per- 
centage for invariable insurances. 2. Plant 
insurances. 3. Employers’ liability and third 
party insurances (these may vary, but. are 
usually calculated on direct employees’ 
wages). 4. Contract works insurances 
(usually calculated on contract price, but 
some rates could be very high). 5. Special 
insurances such as for liability assumed 
under contract, subsidence and collapse, etc. 

Finally, Mr. Thompson gave a warning 
that claims costs were rising and while 
national increase in insurance and wage rates 
could be adjusted under the rise and fall 
clause, most principals refused to consider 
individual rating increases. Estimators 
would be wise, therefore, to consider an addi- 
tion for very long jobs of, say, two years and 
upwards. 








FACTORY-MADE HOUSES AT GATESHEAD.—A contract for 150 factory- 
made “ Dorran’”’ houses is being carried out for the Gateshead Corporation at their 
Wrekenton site by Messrs. Robert G. Tarran & Son, Ltd. Except for the foundations 
the houses are almost entirely prepared or manufactured at Messrs. Tarran’s Perth 
works, and can, it is claimed, be completely erected in a matter of days, and the 
internal finishings and painting can be completed ina further Sew days. ‘The photograph 
shows a half-roof section being carried into position by six men. The Tarran system of 
construction was the subject of a recent housing demonstration and architectural 
exhibition at Gateshead. 
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SAFETY ON BUILDING 
SITES 
Importance of Planned Maintenance 
of Equipment 


THE importance of planned maintenance 

of equipment on building sites 
in ensuring freedom from accidents was em- 
phasised by Mr. W. T. Scores, MIEI, 
MIPlantE, in a paper given at the National 
Industrial Safety Conference, which took 
place at Scarborough from May 20 to 22. 
The conference, which was organised by the 
Royal Society for the Prevention of Acci- 
dents, was attended by nearly 700 delegates, 
and was held under the chairmanship of Sir 
George Barnett, HM -Chief Inspector of 
Factories. 

Mr. Scopes opened his address by defining 
maintenance as the means by which plant 
was kept up to a standard at which it would 
work economically and safely, which to the 
contractor meant that the plant was kept clean 
and in workable mechanical condition, that 
the engine gave its full output, that it was 
regularly examined and reported on, and that 
any breakdown was thoroughly investigated. 

Personal experience, said Mr. Scopes, had 
proved to him that 90 per cent. of the acci- 
dents on building sites were caused in the 
first place by the machinery not being in first- 
class order; that is, not being properly main- 
tained. He urged that proper records and 
weekly maintenance sheets be maintained for 
all plant on building sites and suggested that 
responsibility for completing a regular report 
sheet should be placed on the shoulders of 
the workman operating the plant. If the 
report sheet was carefully planned, all. the 
man had to do was to put a tick against any 
item to which he wished to draw attention. 
Mr. Scopes explained that he had found that 
any workman would do this, but if he was 
asked to do any writing he would not take 
kindly to the suggestion. 

Looking at some of -the accidents that 
happened on building sites, the lecturer 
stated that the most common cause of acci- 
dents was, in one way or another, connected 
with hoists.. Each and every hoist was fitted 
with a safety device which should come into 
operation as soon as the load on the plat- 
form pulley was released. In some cases 
this did not happen and he had attended in- 
quiries' concerning many fatal accidents 
where the safety device had been prevented 
from operating as a result of being covered 
with concrete or some other foreign matter. 
The overrun stop being fitted in an incorrect 
position was another common cause. The 
stop should be a minimum of six feet from 
the top wheel. . The clutch and brake of a 
hoist also required regular inspection. 

The two main causes of accidents concern- 
ing loco cranes were overloading and bad 
mechanical condition. The most common 
cause for the first was that the safe load 
indicator was not working properly, and for 
the second that the clutch and brake were 
not in good condition. 

Dealing with derricks, Mr. Scopes said that 
three times the load that the derrick was 
capable of lifting should be the weight put 
on each back leg, plus 10 per cent.,; since 
this was necessary to counterbalance the suc: 
tion which would occur when a skip was 
landed in wet mud. 





NEWS IN BRIEF 


BUILDERS’ YEAR BOOK 


The 1955 Year Book of the London 
Region of the Federation of Master Builders, 
26, Great Ormond-street, Holborn, WC1, 
has now been issued. 


RESEARCH DIGEST 


Building Research Station Digest No. 76, 
“Machines for Handling Materials in Tra- 
ditional House Building,” has recently been 
published. Copies, price 3d., may be ob- 
tained from HM Stationery Office. 


THE LATE MR. G. F. FALK 


The sudden death of Mr. Geoffrey F. 
Falk, TD, MIEE, director of Falk, Stadel- 
mann and Co., Ltd., 91, Farringdon-road, 
EC1, occurred on May 24. Mr. Falk was 
educated at University College School, Rep- 
ton, and at Faraday House. He joined the 
company in August, 1922, and became a full 
director in 1947. During the last war he 
held the rank of lieutenant-colonel. 


BUILDER ELECTED MAYOR 


Councillor J. W. Flather, well-known 
Wirral public works contractor and builder, 
has been elected the first mayor of the newly 
created borough of Bebington (Wirral). 
Councillor Flather has given many years of 
his life to public services. Among the many 
public offices he holds is that of deputy 
chairman of the West Cheshire Water Board. 


LONDON SITE FOR SALE 


Freehold building land totalling about 17 
acres at Isleworth, Middlesex, with vacant 
possesion, will be offered for sale by auction 
on July 7 by Messrs. Tyser, Greenwood and 
Co., 386, High-road, Chiswick, W4. This 
land, within about 10 miles of the heart of 
London, has been used previously as market 
gardens and orchard land. 


IES OFFICERS 


At the annual general meeting of the 
Illuminating Engineering Society, held in 
London on May 10, the president, Mr. E. C. 
Lennox, announced the names of officers and 
new members of Council to take office in 
October. They will include the following: 
president, Mr. A. G. Higgins; vice-presidents, 
Messrs. G. E. L. Comrie; J. W. Howell; 
A. G. Penny; R. W. Steel; and Dr. J.. W. 
Strange. The Hon. Secretary will be Mr. 
J. G. Holmes. 


INDUSTRIAL ART COMPETITION 


A pamphlet containing particulars of the 
prizes, amounting to £2,600, offered in this 
year’s Industrial Art Bursaries Competition 
has been published by the Royal Society 
of Arts, John Adam-street, Adelphi, WC2. 
The prizes take the form of travelling bur- 
saries, usually of £150 each, and are open 
to students who intend to take up industrial 
designing as a career. The closing date for 
entries is October 10. The pamphlet also 
contains an illustrated report on last year’s 
competition. 


NCB STAND COMPETITION 


This year, the National Coal Board’s stand 
at the forthcoming Building Exhibition at 
Olympia will be the result of a competition 
open to employees of the Board interested 
in architectural design. Entries were. sent 
in from all over the country and were judged 
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The continuous - burning 
“ Lexham” fire made by 
Allied Ironfounders, Ltd., 
28, Brook-street, W1, has 
been supplied at Mr. 
Michael Pattrick’s request 
for display at the Inter- 
national Exhibition of In- 
dustrial Design and 
Housing at Helsingborg. 
The surround of the fire, 
designed by Mr. Pattrick, 
consists of cast-iron reeded 
panels in armour-bright 
finish and was made by 
H. E. Hoole and Co., Ltd., 
a member of the Allied 
Ironfounders group. 
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by a panel of specialists from the Board’s 
staff. The plans submitted by Mr. D. E. 
Wright, LRIBA, were adjudged the best, and 
Mr. Wright receives a prize of £50. The 
judging panel recommended that a special 
prize of £10 be awarded to Mr. P. D. 
Cousins for a highly commended design. 


PRODUCTION REPORT 


A report on brick and fireclay (Volume 1, 
Trade F), based on the 1951 Census of Pro- 
duction, has been published by the Board 
of Trade, price 2s. 


FACTORY SAFETY EXHIBITION 


The third Safety and Factory Efficiency 
Exhibition, organised by the Birmingham 
and District Industrial Safety Group, is to 
be officially opened on June 24 and will con- 
tinue for one week. All types of mechanical 
guards and other devices designed to protect 
operators will be’ on view, and displays will 
include protective clothing, material handl- 
ing equipment, and “a factory of the 
future.” During the week-end of June 24 
to 26, a residential congress will be held, 








BATSFORD 


Architecture and 
Building 


The finest stock in Britain 

of historic and contemporary 

architectural books, and 

particularly of practical works 

—including the latest publica- 

tions from the Continent and 
America. 


I North Audley Street 
London, W.1 


BOOKSHOP 


and a series of day and half-day conferences 
will be held during the week. 


1955 TRADES REGISTER 


The 1955 Trades Register of London, 
price £3 3s., has been published by the 
Kemp’s Group of Publishing Companies, 
299, Gray’s Inn-road, WC1, and contains 
more than 50,000 classified names and ad- 
dresses. 


LIVERPOOL PREFABS 


There were no objections at a recent pub- 
lic inquiry held at Liverpool into a request 
by the Corporation for permission to retain 
108 prefabricated dwellings for a further 10 
years. Mr. J. McD. Fairweather, who con- 
ducted the inquiry for the Ministry of Hous- 
ing and Local Government, was told by Mr. 
P. S. Harvey, Deputy Town Clerk, that the 
reason for the application was the difficult 
housing problem facing the city, and the 
acute shortage of land to meet it. There 
were, said Mr. Harvey, 45,000 people on 
the housing list, and the Council felt it would 
be wrong to dispense with these temporary 
dwellings while so many people were waiting 
for accommodation. 


NORTHERN IRELAND INDUSTRIES 


The opportunities available for new 
and expanding industries in Northern 
Ireland are outlined and illustrated in a 
booklet entitled “ Make It In Northern 
Ireland.” In an attempt to broaden the in- 
dustrial structure and provide more jobs for 
its population, the Government of Northern 
Ireland is encouraging the development of 
new industries, and co-operates closely with 
new firms who are building up their labour 
force. Copies of the booklet may be ob- 
tained from the Secretary, Ministry of Com- 
merce (Industrial Development Division), 
Chichester House, Chichester-street, Belfast. 


BRITISH STANDARDS 


The following British Standards have ' 


been issued by the British Standards Insti- 
tution: BS 1182, “Cast Brass Thimbles 
(Spigot and Socket) and Tailpieces,” price 


‘ 3s.; BS 938, “General Requirements for 


the Metal-Arc Welding of Weldable Struc- 
tural Steel Tubes,” price 4s. In addition, 
the following Code of Practice has also 
been issued : CP3001, “ Zinc Alloy Pressure 
Die. Casting for Engineering,” price 5s. 
Copies from the British Standards Institu- 
tion, 2, Park-street, W1. 
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TRADE NEWS 


SOIL COMPACTION MACHINE 

Exelusive licence rights in Great Britain 
and certain overseas areas have been 
obtained by Vibrofounds, Ltd., of Ruislip- 
road, Southall, Middx, for a soil compaction 
technique designed to speed and cheapen 
building foundation work. The process, 
known as “ Vibroflotation,” was invented by 
a German in 1935 and has since been 
successfully uséd in several European 
countries and the USA. It is effected by 
mechanical vibrations of granular soil which 
is simultaneously saturated with water. The 
compaetions can be carried out at any de- 
sired depth arid are made by a machine 
weighing about two tons suspended from 
a crane. 


This vibrator sinks into the saturated soil 
from its own weight and a precompaction 
takes place of the surrounding material. 
When it reaches the desired depth, the 
machine is vibrated until the desired density 
is obtained, and additional clean sand is fed 
into the crater to compensate for loss of 
volume, For deep foundations, “ Vibroflota- 
tion ” increases the bearing capacity of the 
soil, and will eliminate or reduce the number 
of piles necessary. It is understood that the 
process can also be used effectively under 
‘water. 


CONCRETE GARAGES 
A demonstration to witness the erection 


of three concrete garages was held by © 


Ernest Batley, Ltd., of Holbrooks, Coventry, 
at the South Bank, London, on May 19. 
The purpose of the demonstration was to 
announce the inauguration of an erection 
service for their Multiple garages. It is 
understood that four men completed the 
first garage in a matter of four hours and 
thereafter successive garages at the rate of 
one every three hours. The operation was 
completed without the application of 
special equipment or lifting gear. The 
garages are fireproof and can be supplied 
with roof slope to front or rear as pre- 
ference or site demands. Four types of 
main doors are available, hinged and braced 
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non-corrosive aluminium alloy or tongue 
and grooved timber; or the “ Up and Over ” 
door in aluminium alloy or exterior gtade 
mahogany plywood. Three lengths are 
available: 13 ft. 8 in. 16 ft. 4 in. and 
19 ft.; and two heights, either 6 ft. 3 in. 
or 7 ft. 9 in. 


NEW PRESIDENT 


At the annual general meeting of the 
Aluminium Development Association, 33, 
Grosvenor-street, W1, held in London on 
April 22, Dr. Horace W. Clarke (chairman 
and managing director of James Booth and 
Co., Ltd.), was elected president. 


STEEL RADIATORS 


An illustrated catalogue has been issued 
by Washington Engineering, Ltd., of 
Washington, Co. Durham, providing general 
information on the various types of steel 
radiator manufactured by the firm, including 
heat transmission tables. These radiators 
are claimed to be much stronger than cast 
iron radiators, as well as only one third of 
the weight; and wider spaces between the 
sections facilitate cleaning. 


FIRM’S DISPLAY 


Featured at the forthcoming Ministry of 
Works, Glasgow, Plant Exhibition on the 
stand of Sealocrete Products, Ltd., Hythe- 
road, NWI10, will be various products for 
the waterproofing, colouring, hardening, 
decorating and curing of cement, concrete, 
asbestos and allied building materials. 
Roofing compounds, sealers, and textured 
cement paint will also be shown, together 
with examples of brickwork and asbestos 
cement sheeting which have been per- 
manently waterproofed. 


COMPETITION 


A competition has been organised by 
Nuralite Sales, Ltd.,- 3-4, Whitehall-place, 
Gravesend, Kent, manufacturers of 
Nuralite, the non-metallic roofing material. 
The object of the competition is to 
obtain a _ descriptive name for the 
Nuralite “man,” which is their advertis- 
ing character. Entries will only be accepted 
on the official entry forms, available from 
Nuralite stockists, and must be submitted by 
August 20.' The awards will be a first prize 
of £300, a second prize of £100 and a fur- 











THE ORGANISATION 
OF BUILDING FIRMS 


A series of ‘articles, con- 
tributed by leading Builders 
in various parts of Great 
Britain, on the organisa- 
tion of the medium-sized 
builders’ business. Re- 
printed from “The Builder.” 


Price 2/6 ; By post, 2/9 
Book Dept. 
The Builder House. 
Catherine Street, W.C.2 
Tele.: TEMple Bar 6251 (Ext. 5) 














“Two-Way” fan for simultaneous air ex- 
traction and replacement, manufactured by 
Colt Ventilation, Ltd., of Surbiton, Surrey. 


ther prize of £100 for the stockist who 
supplies the form on which the winning 
entry is received. Judging will be carried 
out by the directors of the company. 


SHELL ROOFS 


Issue No. 9 of the “Trussed Concrete 
Review,” published by the Trussed Con- 
crete Steel Co., Ltd., Truscon House, Lower 
Marsh, SEI, contains an illustrated article 
by Dr. M. Smolira, AMICE, on “ North 
Light Shell Roofs.” Some practical deal- 
ing with practical factors in early planning, 
and construction techniques. 


SILICONES EXHIBITION 


An exhibition on the history, production 
and application of silicones is to be held 
by Midland Silicones, Ltd., 19, Upper Brook- 
street, W1, at the Midland Hotel, Man- 
chester, from June 13 to 18. Entitled 
“Silicones for Industry,” it will include 
working exhibits, and film shows will be 
given at intervals throughout each day. 


INDIVIDUALLY MARKED HOSE 


When several contractors are working on 
adjacent sites, equipment is often mixed up, 
borrowed or lost. To help combat this, 
George MacLellan and Co, Ltd, 2, 
Lawrence-lane, EC2, are now supplying their 
hose pipes with the purchaser’s name and 
address heavily embossed on the rubber, or, 
in the case of a canvas hose, with a name- 
plate welded to the coupling. No charge 
is made for this service. 


PORTABLE ELECTRIC TOOLS 


A complete range of portable electric tools 
will be displayed by Black and Decker, Ltd., 
Harmondsworth, Middx., at the Building 
Plant Exhibition to be held at the Queenslie 
Estate, Glasgow, from June 8 to 15. The 
range will include electric drills with chuck 
capacities from } in. to 1 in., which can be 
used for driving wood augurs, carbide-tipped 
masonry bits and hole saws for cutting thin- 
gauge materials. Also to be seen will be 
heavy-duty portable electric saws with blade 
diameters of 6, 8 and 9 in., with a choice 
of blade types available for cutting such 
materials as cast and corrugated iron, 
asbestos and conduit and water pipes. Other 
displays will include disc and orbital 
sanders, grinders, and electric hammers, 
together with a range of accessories. 
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OVERSEAS BUILDING 


[From Our Own.Correspondents)] 


AUSTRALIA.—A medical school is to be 
established in the University of Western 
Australia, in Perth. It will be housed by 
adapting existing hospital and university 
buildings at a cost of £300,000. The work 
is to be completed by 1958. . . . The site for 
a State Opera House in Sydney has been 
chosen on Bennelong Point, a headland on 
the eastern side of Circular Quay, in Sydney 
Harbour. The building is to include two 
auditoriums and a smaller hall to accommo- 
date 1,200 people. It is estimated that the 
building will be completed in two years, 

A testing ground for atomic weapons is 
to be constructed in South Australia. It will 
include a self-contained village, similar to 
that at the long-range weapons establishment 
at Woomera. The cost of the new project 
will be £6m. and work is expected to com- 
mence some time this year. The contract 
is to be carried out by the Kwinana Construc- 
tion Co. 

An atomic plant is to be built on the out- 
skirts of Sydney, Australia, which will be 
used to develop nuclear reactors for power 
generation. Australian scientists in Britain 
are preparing designs for the reactor. The 
Australian Atomic Energy Commission is 
looking into the question of erecting special 
buildings for university graduates to enable 
them to continue with post-graduate studies. 

ee 


‘ BRITISH GUIANA.—The Government 
is preparing a five-year development plan 
based on $576m. of Colonial Development 
and Welfare funds, 


COLOMBIA.—It is learned from Bogota 
that the Government plan to build 72,000 
low-cost houses as soon as possible. . . . 
The Northern Aluminium Co. of UK, have 
secured an order value US$3m. for prefab 
buildings in ‘“ Kingstrand” construction 
to form part of the development of towns 
in the low-cost housing scheme. The order 
includes schools, a church, and houses. 


FINLAND.—A hydro-electric plant and a 
thermal plant are to be built in Finland with 
funds provided by a £3m. loan from the 
International Bank for Reconstruction and 
Development. The hydro-electric plant is 
to be built at Petajaskoski, on the Kemi 
River in North Finland. The thermal plant 
will be built at Vaasa in Western Finland, 
and will have a generating capacity of 
30,000 kW. Both plants are scheduled for 
completion in 1957. 

A number of pulp and paper manufac- 
turing concerns are known to have plans 
for expansions of their factories. Some of 
these will lay down new factories to keep 
pace with the new installation of electric 
power. Among prominent companies who 
have such plans are: Enso-Gutzeit Oy; 
W. Rosenlew and Company; Kynim Oy; 
A. Ahlstrom Oy; Aanekoski Oy. It is 
known that a substantial part of the work 
to be undertaken will be placed with British 
contractors. 


IRAQ.—A new street is to be cut out in 
Baghdad, Iraq, to run parallel to Rashid- 
street. Side streets are also planned to link 
the main thoroughfares in order to relieve 
congestion. It is believed that three more 
bridges are planned for construction across 
the Tigris in due course, and that it is the in- 
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tention of the town planners to construct 
garden suburbs with well-laid-out streets and 
open spaces, 

The Directorate of Municipalities has put 
out a call for tenders for the supply and 
erection of three complete power stations, 
including buildings, at Ain-Sifni, Makhmour 
and Qala Diza. . . . Fifteen foreign con- 
sultants have been asked to submit proposals 
for the location of the new Baghdad air- 
port. Five American, one German, one 
Danish, one Dutch and seven British are in- 
cluded, 

KENYA.—Plans for the erection of 5,000 
prefabricated buildings for Africans at 
Nairobi, Kenya, next year, have been pre- 
pared by the Kenya Government Town 
Planning Adviser, Mr. H. Thornley Dyer. 
The houses will resemble prefabricated 
houses in Great Britain, and altogether some 
25,000 people will be rehoused at a total 
cost of £2,366,250. 

The site covers 240 acres between East- 
leigh and the industrial areas of the city, 
and the work will be undertaken by the 
Government of Kenya through contractors 
and handed over to the City Council on 
completion at a guaranteed cost of 15s. a 
sq. ft. Amenities on the estate will include 
social halls, sports grounds, clinics, day 
nurseries and shopping centres, the building 
of which will cost about £100,000. 


NEW ZEALAND.—The New Zealand 
Government is inviting interested organisa- 
tions to submit proposals for the design and 
construction of a_large steam station on the 
Waikato coalfield. The Minister in Charge 
of the State Hydro-Electric Department, the 
Hon. W. S. Goosman, said recently that the 
Government intends to instal a coal-fired 
steam station of from 120,000 to 180,000kW 
capacity. 

A housing exhibition has just been opened 
at Auckland called “Parade of Homes, 
1955.” The exhibition includes 20 new 
houses, constructed by Auckland builders to 








JUST PUBLISHED 
L-M:B-A 
HANDBOOK 

1955. 


Indispensable to Builders and Archi- 
tects. New Edition contains directory 
of professional and industrial organi- 
sations in addition to usual features. 





On sale at the offices of “The 
Builder” or by post from 


The Secretary 
LONDON MASTER BUILDERS ASSOCIATION 
47 Bedford Square, W.C.1 
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show the latest developments in the housing 
field, and to give intending home buyers a 
guide to value. . 


NEW ZEALAND.—The New Zealand 
Ministry of Works’ plan for the. building of a 
new hotel at the Franz Josef Glacier has 
been approved. The total cost, £670,000, 
will include £100,000 for a hydro-electric 
scheme which will supply part of the Waiho 
Valley as well as the hotel. 

The NZ Government has decided to 
invite separate tenders for the building of 
the new railway station at Christchurch in 
two stages. Tenders will be called in August 
for the first stage, which will provide the 
foundations and basement of the main 
block and east wing portions of the station, 

A £1m. scheme which will provide motor- 
hotels for holidaymakers is planned by the 
New Zealand Travel and Holidays Associa- 
tion. The scheme provides for lodges and 
motor-hotels on the American plan. Accord- 
ing to the president of the association, con- 
struction of the buildings will commence 
at the end of this year and the scheme will 
be completed in three years. 

A new college is to be built at Porirua 
by the local education authorities, based 
on the latest trends in school architecture 
being used in England. 


NIGERIA.—Under a scheme being con- 
sidered by the Posts and Telegraphs Depart- 
ment, a new parcels office is to be built at 
Apapa. Plans worth £16m. are being con- 
sidered which will cover the construction 
of post offices throughout the territory. 

At the first meeting of the West African 
Council for Medical Research, held in 
Lagos recently, plans were considered for 
the building of a Malaria Institute. The 
Federal Government is to spend £3,716,250 
during this year and next in developing 
medical and health services in Lagos....A 
new scheme expected to cost about £5m. is 
planned to provide a sewage system in 
Lagos. 


TURKEY.—tTurkey is to build another 
hydro-electric power station which will have 
a capacity of 15,000kW, and will be con- 
structed at Kepez, in the province of Antalya. 

A company has been established to finance 
the project by the Etibank, the Cotton Textile 
Co. of Antalya, and Birlik. The company’s 
capital will be £10m. 

Erzurum, in Eastern Turkey, has been 
selected as the site of the Ataturk University, 
the new centre of learning patterned on the 
American land-grant college system. A 
seven-man team from the University of 
Nebraska visited Turkey a few months back 
to collaborate with Turkish colleagues in 
drawing up blueprints for the construction 
and organisation of the new institution. The 
Turkish Government has allocated more than: 
£55m. for the purchase of land and the con- 
struction of buildings. 


TRINIDAD.—The Government have 
appointed Mence and Moore, A/LRIBA, of 
London and Port of Spain, as architects for 
a proposed central fire station and West 
Indies fire training school to be built on 
Wrightson-road, Port of Spain. Cost is. 
estimated at $360,000 and work should 
commence this year as part of the final year 
of the Colony’s first five-year economic 
programme, ... The same architects are 
completing a new hospital at Sangre Grande 
for the Government, built at a cost of over 
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$550,000 by Holland & MHannen and 
Cubitts, Ltd. 

Showing at the Caribbean Trade Fair is 
a ‘ow-cost concrete house designed by Prior, 
Laurenco and Nothnagel, FRIBA, of Port 
of Spain and built by Holland & Hannen 
and Cubitts to a price of $3,000—$4,000 
with a view to its use in the oil and sugar 
areas.... Government has just announced 
the setting up of a Housing Loans Board 
with unlimited restrictions for the advance 
of capital to private persons of approved 
standing to assist in house building. 


VENEZUELA.—The President has 
presented to Congress a_ national 
budget of BWI $1,275m., the biggest ever 
in Venezuela. The bulk of this will be spent 
during the present financial year on public 
works construction and housing pro- 
grammes. .. . On low-cost housing the 
Covernment are prepared to issue $25m. 
in mortgage certificates this year for the 
construction of housing units at Caracas, 
San Cristobal, Maracaibo, Ciudad Bolivar, 
etc. 


RHODESIAN BUILDING BUREAU 


A building bureau, modelled on London’s 
Building Centre, is shortly to be launched in 
Bulawayo, Southern Rhodesia. It will be 
housed on the fifth floor of the 13-storey 
African Life Building now nearing comple- 
tion in Main-street, in the centre of the city’s 
shopping area. Bookings for exhibition space 
opened in Bulawayo on June 1, and it is ex- 
pected that the bureau will be opened to the 
public in October. 

The bureau will take the form of a per- 
manent exhibition of all types of building 
materials, fittings and furnishings for domes- 
tic, commercial and industrial buildings, 

The enterprise is a joint one by Ramsay, 
Parker Publications (Pvt.), Ltd., and Mr. 
Laurie Wale, of the Cape Town and Durban 
Building Centres. The joint promoters are 
also the proprietors of the recently opened 
Building Centre in Salisbury. 

Inquiries for exhibition space in the Build- 
ing Bureau, Bulawayo, should be made to the 
“ Rhodesian Recorder,” PO Box 1994, Bula- 
wayo, Southern Rhodesia. 


STAINED GLASS FOR USA 


*Mr. Armand J. Rodehorst, 5054 Canal- 
street, New Orleans, Louisiana, USA, is 
interested in receiving quotations from the 
United Kingdom for stained glass windows 
for churches (preferably on an agency 
basis), also marble and granite, polished on 
one side. 

Exporters interested in this inquiry should 
write by air mail direct to Mr. Rodehorst, 
quoting prices in US currency cif New 


Orleans. Telephone inquiries to Chancery - 


4411, ext. 776, quoting ref. ESB/10673/55. 


UNIVERSITY EXTENSION, SYDNEY 


The School of Public Health and Tropical 
Medicine at Sydney University is to be ex- 
tended to increase its present accommoda- 
tion by 60 per cent. 

The deputy-director of the school, 
PROFESSOR BALDWIN, has stated that the 
extensions will include a new library, a 
larger lecture-theatre, provisions for studies 
in industrial medicine, more accommodation 
for vital statistics, and laboratories. 





* From the Board of Trade cial ‘Register 
Information Service. a - 
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Building Machinery Display 
HE largest display of modern mechani- 
cal aids to building ever to be held in 
Scotland will be shown at the Building Plant 
Exhibition, organised by the Ministry of 
Works, on the Queenslie Industrial Estate, 
Glasgow, from June 8 to June 15. 

The exhibition will show building authori- 
ties and all engaged in the building industry 
how mechanisation can increase productivity 
and so lower costs in the building indusiry. 

Visitors to the exhibition will be able to 
see demonstrations of new building plant, 
and a mobile concrete testing laboratory as 
used on building sites in Scotland will be 
open to inspection. 

Other sections of the exhibition will 
illustrate other aspects of building activity— 
progress and planning, modern building 
research work done at the Building Research 
Station, films on building techniques, and 
displays of work carried out by building 
apprentices. 

The Scottish Special Housing Association 
will stage a demonstration which will show 
how the walls of a house can be erected in 
five hours using “no-fines” concrete and 
modern machines. 


Crematorium for Kirkcaldy 


Kirxcatpy Dean of Guild Court has 
approved the plans for the new crematorium 
to be built within the Burgh. The cost was 
given as £80,000. The architects are Messrs. 
Sanger and Rothwell, AA.RIBA, of Oldham, 
Lancs., who were the successful winners of 
an open architectural competition. It is 
hoped that building will commence this 
autumn and that the structure will be com- 
pleted in 1957. The building is to contain 
a waiting chapel, entrance hall, vestry, chapel 
and seating accommodation for 150. 
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SCOTTISH BUILDING 
TRADE WAGES 
POLLowinc are rates of wages 

authorised by the Scottish National 
Joint Council as from April 18, 1955. 
They apply to the whole of Scotland, 
including the islands of Orkney, 
Shetland, etc. 
Grade A: Craftsmen, 4s.; Labourers, 3s. 54d. 
For apprentices, the rates are: 
Year. - 


ist 

2nd 
3rd 
4th 


Sth “s 

For female labour, the rates are: 

Operatives on craft speiete (at end of 
probationary period) 


Operatives on labouring ‘operations (at 
end of probationary period) .. 











NEW BUILDINGS 


Clackmannanshire.—Plans are in hand for 100 
houses at Alloa’s Inglewood housing dev nt. 
a At Peter Brown (F), Master of Works 


Edinburgh. sii of Guild Court granted warrant 
to North British Distillery Co., Ltd., to erect a new 
warehouse at Wheatfield-rd. and Gorgie-rd. -» at an 
estimated cost of £200,000. Architects: Blyth and 
= George-st. London and Lancaster Insurance 

o., Ltd., were granted warrant to demolish 
pl block at 8, St. Andrew-sq. and rebuild new 
offices at an estimated cost of about £60,000. Archi- 
tects: Dilk, Peddie and Mackay, 8, Albyn-pl. 


Glasgow.—Plans have been approved for Walpamur 
Co., Lid. for additions and ee gy at Sauchie- 
hall- st., Charing Cross. Architect, A. B. Campbell 
(F), 138, Elderslie-st., Charing Cross, Glasgow. 


Glasgow.—Plans prepared by their own staff of 
designers have been approved for -extensions, altera- 
tions and additions at their Maryhill Works by the 
Kelvin Construction Co., Ltd., Lochburn-rd., Possil- 
park, Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans have been approved for R. A. 
Peacock & Sons, Ltd., Whitefield Bakeries, for addi- 
tions and alterations, ete., at Dumbarton-rd., Partick. 
Architects: Whyte & Nicol (F), 31, North Frederick- 
st., George-sq., Glasgow. 


Glasgow.—Plans have been approved for Michael 
MacCann (Norward Motors), Ltd., for extensions, 
additions and alterations, etc., at "357 to 365, St. 
Vincent-st. Architect: Robert Sutherland ®, 2, 
Ailsa-drive, Rutherglen. Lanarkshire. 


Glasgow.—Plans have been approved for Herbert 
Waddell, Esq., Kelvinside, for new garage buildings 
at Clevendon Gardens. Architects: Noad & Wallace 
(A&B), 278, St. Vincent-st., eee. 


Glasgow.—Plans have been approved for the Church 
of Scotland, Edinburgh, for additions and alterations 
for the Parish Church, Sunderland-ave. ., Pollock- 
shaws. Architects: Will B. Wright & Kirkwood 
(F&A), 9, Woodside-pl., Sauchiehall-st., Charing 
Cross, Glasgow. 


Glasgow.—Plans have been approved for additions 
and alterations for the Glasgow Albion Racing Co., 
Ltd., St. Vincent-st., at Broomloan-rd., Gens 
Architect: Joseph Wilson (A), The Ocean and ‘Acel. 
dent Assurance-bldgs., St. Vincent-st., Glasgow. 


Glasgow.—Plans prepared by their own architects 
have been approved for Charles Henderson, Ltd., for 
new buildings at 3 to 21, Armour-st., Gallowgate. 

or —Plans have been approved for Gall & 

(Cash Drapers), Ltd., Galloweate and Greenock, 
for alterations and additions, etc., at East Campbell- 
st. Architects: Wylie, Shanks & Wylie (F&A), 13, 
Claremont-gdns., Charing Cross, Glasgow, 

Inverness.—Plans have been prepared for Chapman 
& Inverness Motor Merchants, The Eastgate, for re- 
construction scheme, including new showrooms, etc., 
at Craig-st. Architect: Alexander — ), 
‘* The Laurels,’’ Kingussie, Inverness-shi 

Lanarkshire.—Plans have been ‘aprove for se 
Victualling Co-op. Soc., Ltd., Union-st., 
for new buildings at Paisley-park, Strutherhijl, Lark- 
hall. Architects: Kenneth G. Masson (F), Uopee 
tive Planning Offices, Paisley-rd., Kinning Park 
gow. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans have been approved for Joseph 
Potts, Ltd., for now showrooms, extensions to work- 
shops., ete. , North-rd., Architects and 
quantity surveyors: Davidson & Son (F&A), 9, 
Academy-st., Coatbridge. 

West Lothian.—Plans are to be prepared for new 
housing scheme for Bo’ness at New-st. Council 
—, William Beattie F), Master of Works 

ness. 
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FUTURE CONSTRUCTION 


Full details of Public Appointments open will be 
found in the Advertisement pages of this and 
previous issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not included in 
this list see previous issues. Those with an asterisk 
are advertised in this number. The dates at the heads 
of paragraphs are those for the submission of tenders; 
a dagger (1) denotes closing date for applications; the 
mame and address at the end refer to the person from 
whom particulars may be obtained. 


BUILDING 


JUNE 6. 
*tSmethwick CBC.—Installation of remedial 
therapeutic bath at Smethwick Baths. BE&S. Dep. 
£2 2s. Tenders by June 21. 


JUNE 8. 

*tLeeds Regional Hosp. Board.—Modifications 
to wards, Ackton General Hospital, Featherstone. 
Architect to Board, Park-parade, Harrogate. Dep. 
£2 2s. Tenders by "June 26. 


JUNE 9. 

*tBristol TC.—Office extensions at Canford 
cemetery. City A. Dep. £2 2s. 

*tNorth West Metropolitan Reg. Hosp. Board.— 
(1) New unit (approx. 120 beds) at Friern Hospital, 
New Southgate; (2) New maternity dept. (approx. 
100 beds) at Hillingdon Hospital, Uxbridge. Regional 
Architect, Sheffield House, Sheffield-st., WC2 


JUNE 10. 

*tChatham TC.—Branch library at Walderslade. 
Deputy BE&S. Town Hall. 

*tHastings BC.—Two- -storey clinic at Old London- 
rd., Ore. BE, 37, Wellington-sq. Dep. £3 3s. 

*Wakefield City C.—104 flats. City E. 

JUNE 11. 

*tEssex CC.—Applications invited for internal 
renovations at (1) Fairmead County Prim. Sch., 
Loughton; (2) Manford-way County Prim. Sch., 
Chigwell; (3) St. Nicholas County Prim. Sch., 
Loughton. County A. 

JUNE 13. 

*tEssex CC.—Schoolkeeper’s bungalow at Quarles 
County Sec. Schs., Romford. County A. 

- *Scarborough TC.—Branch library at Eastfield. 
B&WE, Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 

*West Hartlepool CBC.—Boundary walling and 
provision and fixing of gates to 376 houses at Seaton- 
la. estate in five groups. Boro A 


JUNE 14. 

*tBucks CC.—Timber classroom units at Mickle- 
field County Prim. Sch., High Wycombe, and Slough 
ie med Sch. County A, Aylesbury. Tenders 

y Jul > 

*}Northants CC.—{a) Erection, (b) heating instal- 
lation or (c) electrical installation for Kettering 
Grange prim. sch.; alterations and extension at 
Kettering, 17 Headlands; dining-room and kitchen at 
Oundle Mod. Sch.; steel-framed extension at Rushden 
Tennyson-rd. Mod. Sch.; erection of Towcester Inf. 
Sch. County A, County Hall, Northampton. 

*+Stratford-upon-Avon TC.—32 flats in blocks of 
_ and 20 houses at Redlands housing estate. 

&S, Municipal Offices. Dep. £2 2s. 


JUNE 15. 

*tNorfolk EC.—Provision and erection of poultry 
unit at Norfolk School of Agriculture. . Lincoln 
Ralphs, Chief Ed. Officer, Stracey-rd., Norwich. 

*tSutton and Cheam BC.—11 houses, Sutton 
Common-rd. BE&S. Dep. £3 3s. 


JUNE 17. 

*Bristol EC.—Adaptations to Elmfield School for 
the Deaf. W. S. Skinner and Sons, architects, 27, 
Orchard-st., Bristol, 1. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Bristol EC.—Erection of prefabricated classroom 
building at Fonthill S. G. Sch. Chief Ed. Officer, 
Council House. 

*tWilts CC.—Kitchen-dining-room at Upper 
Stratton Sec. Mod. Sch., nr. Swindon. C., County 
Hall, Trowbridge. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by July 7. 


JUNE 18. 

*tPortsmouth TC.—({a) 80 houses at Bedhampton 
Camp South; (b) major repair store, North End Bus 
Depot. City A., 1, Western Parade. Dep. £1 each 
contract. 


JUNE 20. | 
*Reigate TC.—Pavilion convenience at Reigate 
Priory. BS., Town Hall. 


JUNE 22. : 

*Barnsley CB.—Maternity and child welfare and 
school Health Clinic, at Achersley North estate. BE., 
— Hall. Dep. £2 2s 

ambledon RDC_—Two blocks of Type ““K” 
aie at Chapel-lane, Milford. E&S. Dep. £3 3s. 

*tWest Sussex CC.—(1) Erection of 7 F.E. Sec. 
Mod. Sch. at Depot-rd., Horsham. Superstructure 
will be refabricated and erected by selected 
specialist firm. (Job No. 4064.) (2) Erection of 
3 F.E. Sec. Mod. Sch. at Hill-rd., Littlehampton, 
brick construction. (Job No. 4083.) County A, 
County Hall, Chichester. 


JUNE 24. 
*Eastbourne CBC.—Cottage at Chalk Farm, Wil- 
lingdon. Strutt and Parker, 201, High-st., Lewes. 


UNE 2 

* Aldridge UDC.—Erscuen ai Streetly. Village: Hall, 
Foley-rd., East. —, , Caney and Salt, Hather- 
ton-rd., Walsall. Dep. 

Queensbury and Shelf Upe—18 houses at Cockhill 
estate. E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Rowley Regis TC.—58 houses at Cope 
estate. Architect, Municipal-bldgs. Dep. £3 3s. 

JUNE 28. 

*Brighton CBC.—20 dwellings in three blocks at 
junction of Birdham-rd. and Moulscoomb-way, site 
15. BE&S, 26-30, King’s-rd. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Brighton CBC.—Contract 1: 14 aged persons’ 
bungalows at Manor Paddock site; Contract 2: three 
bungalows at Manor Green. BE&S, 26-30, King’s-rd. 

ep. £2 2s. 

*Brighton CBC.—24 dwellings in two blocks of 
three-storey one-bedroom flats at Hollingdean estate, 
section G. BE&S, 26-30, King’s-rd. Dep. £2 2s. 

*North Riding EC.—New Grammar and Mod. Sch. 
at Thirsk. F. Barraclough, County Hall, Northaller- 
ton. 


JUNE 30. 
Millom RDC.—Eight bungalows, 
Millom. CS. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Walsall CBC.—22 flats at St. Matthew’s-cl., 
Church Hill. G. A. Jellicoe, FRIBA, MTPI, 12, 
Gower-st.,. WCl. Dep. £3 3s. 


Victoria-street, 


JULY 8. 

*Birmingham City C.—10 houses at Brandwood 
Park-rd., Brandwood estate, King’s Heath. City A, 
Civic Centre. Dep. £2 2s. 

JULY 13. 

*Huntingdon RDC.—Eight houses at Alconbury. 

K. A. Milner (L), 4, Market Hill, Huntingdon. Dep. 


#3° 2s. 
NO DATE. 
Shaftesbury (Dorset).—New stock market. George 
Brown & Ptnrs., Brunel House, College Green, 
Bristol, 1. Dep. £2 2s. 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 


JUNE 9. 
*tIsle of Ely CC.—(1) Electrical installation; (2) 
low-pressure heating and hot water installations at 
New High Sch., Ely. County A., County Hall, 
March. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by July 12 
JUNE 15. 
*tSwansea CBC. —Heating, etc., 


Mynyddbach 
county primary school, Tirdeunaw. Boro’ A. Dep. £2. 
JUNE 16. 

*Croydon CBC.—External painting of requisitioned 


properties. Housing Manager, 71, Park-la. Dep. 
£1 Is. 
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*tIsle of Ely CC.—Low-pressure central heating at 
Wisbech Elm-rd. Sch., Victoria-rd. Annexe. County 
A., County Hall, March. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by 


July 1. 
JUNE 20. 
*Barrow-in-Furness Hosp. Management Committee.. 
—Re-roofing at Roose Hospital. roup Eng., Roose 
Hospital, Barrow-in-Furness. 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 


JUNE 20. 
Northwich — 


dressing of various 
roads, 1955. 


JUNE 24. 

Southam RDC.—Sewerage and sewage disposal 
works at Long Itchington (work no. 1); and at 
Northend (work no. 2) in two contracts. Richards 
and — Cornwall Buildings, 45, Newhall-st., 
Birmingham, Dep. £3. 


JUNE 25. 
Barnsley CBC.—Surfacing of roads. BE. 
Barnsley CBC.—Surface dressing of roads bad 
pressure tanker. BE. 


JUNE 28. 
Tynemooth CBC.—Preparation of housing ssite, 
Marden North Development. BS. Dep. £2 2s. 


JUNE 29. 

Sale BC.—Three and a half miles of pre-cast con- 
crete sewers with brick or concrete linings, brick and 
concrete-tube-sewers, storm water overflow culvert 
and channel, etc. Kershaw and Kaufman, 
— engrs., 1, Victoria-street, SW1. © Dep. 


JULY 1. 

Whitchurch UDC.—Seven and a half miles of 
spun-iron water mains and mass concrete reservoir 
of 450,000 gals. capacity. Willcox, Raikes & 
Marshall, 33, Gt. Charles-street, Birmingham, 3. 
Dep. £10 10s. 

JULY 2 


Bath City C.—Storm water culvert and veg sewer, 
etc., Weston Locksbrook. City E. Dep. £5 5s. 


JULY 7. 

Belfast City C.—Extensions at the Municipal 
Electric Power Station West. Merz and McLellan, 
consulting E, Carlisle House, Newcastle-upon-Tyne, 1 
Dep. £10 10s 

JULY 1 


8. 

Spilsbury RDC.—Contract No. 9, headworks at the 
Driby scheme. Binnie, Deacon and Gourley, engrs., 
Artillery House, Artillery-row, Westminster, SW1. 
Dep. £10. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


Battersea.—FLaTs.—Housing Com. has approved 
provisional scheme for 48 flats to be erected on the 
Winstanley-rd. school site and adjacent area. 

Battersea.—Houses.—Development of cleared sites 
at 25-41 (odd) Shirley-gr. and part of the adjoining 
school site by the erection of six houses, has been 
approved by Housing Com 

Battersea.—FLaTs. a Com. approved 
development of 112 flats in the Battersea Park-rd. 
area (Dagnall-st. scheme) at an est. cost of £264,706. 

Battersea.—FLATS, MAISONETTES AND HOUSES.— 
Erection of 12 flats, 12 maisonettes and eight houses 
at Sarsfeld-rd. has been approved in principle by 
Housing Com. 

City.—Buitpinc.—LCC have consented in_ the 
erection of a building for the Amalgamated Press, 
Ltd., Farringdon-st., EC4, at 27A-31, Farringdon-st. 
City’ Architects: Ellis, Clarke and Gallanaugh, 58, 
Grosvenor-st., W1. 

Paddington.—DEVELOPMENT.—LCC have granted 
stage 1 (site) planning consent to the permanent 
redevelopment for housing of the BC’s temporary 
house site No. Nos. 9-17 (odd), Goldney-rd. 

Paddington.—DEVELOPMENT. —BC have announced 
that the third stage redevelopment of the Hall Park 
area will comprise one six-storey block of 36 flats. 


(PROVINCIAL) 


Abram.—UDC approved provisional arewt for 12 
houses and eight flats on Bickershaw No. 7 site. 

Accrington.—TC approved provisional estimate of 
£178,000 for Central Area Development Scheme. 

Atherton.—UDC considering development of land 
fronting Derby-st. as community centre. 

Barrow-in-Furness.—EC to invite tenders for exten- 
sions to Cty. Gram. Sch. for Girls.—British Cello- 
phane, Ltd., propose erection of factory in Ormsgill/ 
Sandscale arca. 

Blackburna.—TC approved plans for classroom block 
at Notre Dame Convent, —" New-rd., for Trus- 
tees of Sisters of Notre D 

Blaydon (Co. Derkan):—_M. J. Liddell & Son, 
builders, 36, Great North-rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne, 
appeal against UDC’s rejection of plans for proposed 
be = Lockhaugh site. Public inquiry to be held 
on June 8. 

Blyth.—G. W. Wells, prop., Blyth, prepared scheme 
for building on The ink nks and for garage for 100 
cars and ballroom, total cost of £30 

Bridgnorth.—BC propose erection ‘of 40 houses on 
Grove estate. 

Bromsgrove.—RDC propose erection. of 22 houses 
to complete Hartle-la. estate, Belbroughton; 10 at 
Penmanor Finstall; 32 at Ryefields-rd. cul-de-sac, 
Stoke Prior, and 52 at Simms-la., Wythall. Archi- 
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tect, H. W. Gough, Birmingham, prepar lay- 

out for is houses at Dark-la., Roms 

proved plans: 68 cate and 

Common estate for S. Co.; housing 

development at Shawhurst and ey Wi thall, 4 

Mee, Mulrey & wag! industrial buildings at rile-la., 
Woodhouse. 


Be! iegageace, for E oy SO 
Sr ve.—UDC a pprov ns:—5S shops and 
7 ‘ a Windmilrave., ¥ Robery. for A. & J. Muckiow 


7 AW O. Street, Oaklands, Walmersley, direc- 
., Felt Co., Ltd., proposes erection of 80 
houses at reenmount, Tottington. 

Consett.—Vaux & Assoc. Breweries, Lid., The 
Brewery, Sunderland, to convert old Globe Theatre 
into — for cers; and cafe. No con- 
tracts let. E. M. Lawson, Barras-bidgs., Barras 
Bridge, Sa cmen wenn 

Darlington.—Dev. Cam. approved application to 
convert ——— floor and first floor of North of 
England School Furnishing Co.’s premises in Conis- 
cliffe-st. into bank premises. 

Daventry.—TC to invite tenders for 38 houses and 
to negotiate with George Wimpey & Co., Ltd., for 
erection of 76 ‘* No Fines ”’ houses. 

«Sheffield Reg. Hosp. Brd appointed Young 
& Hall, 9, Southampton-row, London, architects for 
new casualty ——— at Royal Infirmary. 

Dronfield.—Padley & Venables, Ltd., Dominion 
Stzel and Tool Works, Hill-st., Sheffield, to erect 
large factory at Calleywhite-la. 

Durham.—RDC to build 40 houses a year for next 
five years to rehouse 592 families at Kimblesworth.— 
Council approved total estimates £148,543 for build- 
ing 108 houses at West Rainton, Kelloe, sy a 
gete Moor and Quarrington Hill. Plans by Hsg. A 
RDC, Byland Lodge, Durham. 

Durham.—CC received permission to build num- 
ber of community centres in county, cost £10,000 
e.ch, and is making out at gg jians by County 
A, G.- R. Seven. Court-la., 

Durham.—R. Fenwick & Co., ae and spirit mer- 
chants, Sunderland, to purchase site at Bowburu for 
proposed licensed premises. 

Easington (Co. Durham).—R.DC to appoint gs for 
erection of large pavilion at Crimdon. S: R. R. 
Lumsden. 

Eston.—UDC invited Selleck Nichols & Co., Ltd., 
to submit tender for erection of 34 Cornish Unit 
t) pe houses on Crossbeck estate, Normanby. S., N. C. 
Harrison. 

Eston (Yorks).—Winterschladen & Co., Ltd., wine 
and spirit merchants, Zetland-rd., Middlesbrough, 
Pr opose modern bottling factory north of trunk road 

South Bank. Site of about 34 acres of land in- 
volved.—Sherwood, Bros., Ltd., Darlington, propose 
garage and repair shop at South Bank.—UDC 
received loan sanction £53,575 for erection of 40 
houses on Redcar-rd. East Estate, South Bank.— 
UDC considering erection of public baths. It is 
expected that outside architect will be selected to 
prepare plans. 

Gosforth (Northumberland).—John Blackwood 
Hodge & Co., Ltd., Euclid Works, a, 
applied to UDC for site for erection of offices and 
store near North-rd. 

Leeds.—City A to prepare sketch plans for Central 
Baths at New York-rd and Hosepntn, 

ar (Northumberland).—C. A. Parsons & 

Ltd., electrical a manufacturers, Shields-rd., 
Neweastioasiwne: pam option 100 acres of land 
at Longbenton to be used for industrial purposes. 

Manchester.—TC propose erection of 9 aged per- 
sons’ dwellings at rear of Parrs Wood-rd., Didsbury; 
4+ at Stanley-gr., Gorton, | and 4 at Ravensbury-st., 
Clayton; 36 single persons’ flats and 7 aged persons’ 
dwellings at Colshaw-rd. and Park End-cd,, Newall 
Green; 36 single persons’ flats and 22 aged persons’ 
dwellings at Greenbrow-rd. and Foxfield-cd., Newalll 
Green; 36 single persons’ flats and 13 aged. persons’ 
dwellings at Htshall-rd. and. Dunkeld-rd., Baguley 
Hall, and block of 8 flats at Leamington-dr. , Rook- 
ands. —EC propose kitchen and dining-room for 
school meals service at Webster-st. Cty. Sch., Green- 
heys.—W. W. Taylor, 5, Wellington-rd. South, Stock- 
port, architect for erection of motor showroom at 
349, Hollinwood-ave., New Moston, for Moston 
Service Station. 

Middlesbrough.—TC appealed against refusal of 
North Riding CC to grant planning permission for 
190 acres of land proposed to be used for housing 
Inquiry held by MH and LG. 

Middleton.—BC approved plans: extensions of 
colour warehouse at Rhodes Works, for Geigy Co., 
Lt A, Benjamin Waterhouse, 134, Wensgate, Man- 
chester 3; Sec. 
tees of Diocese of Salford, Worsley Hall, Worsley. 
Newcastle-on-Tyne.—William Leech, Ltd., building 
firm, Clayton-st., bought Stella Hall — — 
on-Tyne, to build 158 houses. Plans by z Hilton, 


A to firm. 
North Shields.—Plans by G. H. Gray & Ptnrs., 


Camden-st., o, petrol station and tanks at Preston, 
for F. Currell, been approved.—Brittains, Ltd., Rud- 
yard-st., to construct furnishing showrooms. 


propose 

—wWilliam Stockdale, Howard-st., architect for new 
butchering premises in Howard-st.—F. R. Haswell & 
Son, Tyne-st., architects for six bungalows on Monk- 
= estate, Tynemouth, and layout of land and 
eight bungalows for H. P. Woodhall & Co. hern 
Estates & apy ag Co. had plans approved for 
extensions to ip lee. 


Northwich “RDC pr se erection of 12 houses at 
Barnton; 6 dwellings Hy ushton; 16 dwellings at Tar- 
porley. 


Northumberland.—EC to build Church of England 
Sec. Mod. Sch. at Ponteland. There will be accom- 
modation for 450 pupils and proposal included in 


C Sch. at Kirkway for Trus-_ 


THE BUILDER 


this year’s bui . County A: 
Brqwo. County P  Newcastlc-on-Tyne, ie 


Propose erection of 10 houses at 

Llanymynech; 8 houses at Trefonen; 6 at Maesbury 
Mises and a4, 6 £ Mae Em Lid. - 

r ey), opose erection of 

12 houses vironting West Chevia-d ~ a 

Otley.— West iding erection o 
dining-room and kitchen for Siow’ Sex Sch.—UDC 
seek approval for erection of 32 additional houses 
at junction parts 2B and 2C of Weston-la. Estate. 
Approved plans, cloakrooms at Chevin Leatherworks 
for Pease & Jay, Ltd. 

Penrith.—Cumberland & Westmorland Farmers, 
Ltd., to erect warehouse behind Central-bidgs., Corn- 
—! ice D me 

‘0. Durham).—Work expected t 
soon on erection x. new Methodist 7; ee = —_ 
£46,500. No tenders yet obtained. A: E. Prestwick. 


Bradsha te-chbrs., Leigh, Lancs. 

Roe! ——RC Auths propose erection of Sec. 
Mod. Sch. Architects: Greenhalgh & Williams, 10, 
Mawdsley-st., Bolton. 


gm —Bridlington, Malton and Whitby 


Group H Management Com. ‘oved expendi- 
ture £10,000 for erection of teaching unit at Scar- 
borough Hosp. 


Sh eld. Reg. Brd. propose following in 
1956/57 programme: ~p * chest and VD clinics, 
pathological laboratory, central boiler house, grou 
laundry, central kitchen, additional Be units, sta 
accommodation, out-patients’ ors na Reray depen 
departments, theatre unit, casualty at depart- 
ment at St. Helens Hosp., nee. 50,000 est.; 
erection of twin operating theatre block, gant 
department, extension of nurses’ home, new central 
kitchen and staff dining acc« ion and r 
ling casualty and admission departments at Derby- 
shire Royal Infirmary, Derby, £250,000 est.; remodel- 
lin Poh, main buildings at The Pastures, Mickleover, 

000 est.; expansion of St. Catherine’s Institution 
by erection ‘of villas at St. Catherine’s Institution, 
Doncaster, £650,000 est.; new building for chronic 
sick at Infectious Diseases Hosp., Doncaster, 
£350,000 est.; new hosp. at Doncaster, £1,500,000 
est.; extensions at Grantham and Kesteven. Gen. 
Hosp., Grantham, £290,000 est.; four-storey wing 
and extensions at staff accommodation at Scunthorpe 
and Dist. War Memorial Hosp., £430,000 est.; recon- 
struction, extensions and adaptations at City Gen. 
No. 1 Hosp., Sheffield, £1m. est.—Propose appoint- 
ment of private A to prepare scheme for mental 
hosp. in South Yorks area. 

Stafford.—English Electric Co., Ltd., propose ex- 
tensions to works at Riverway. 

Stockport.—BC approved plans: Club house at 
Hempstall-la. for Stockport Lads’ Club; new hotel at 
Longford-rd. West and Ruskin-rd. for Gartsides 
Brookside Brewery Co., Ltd.; van shed at Brinning- 
ton-rd. for Dobson Dairies, ‘Ltd.; Cty Prim. Sch. at 
Westmorland-dr. and Shropshire-ave. for Stockport 


EC. 

Stretford.—BC propose erection of 2 blocks of 
4-storey flats at Stretford-rd. ageores plans: Addi- 
tional classrooms at St. Anne’s Chester-rd., for 
Rev. Father Edmondson; offices and laboratories 
(main block) at Westinghouse-rd. for Metro Vickers 
Electrical Co., Ltd.; petrol-filling station and lock-up 
garages at junction’ of Park-rd. and Barton-rd. for 
J. E. Craig; warehouse and offices at 708, Chester-rd. 
for Ruberoid Co., Ltd.; offices and warehouse at 
Fy Park-rd. for Greenwood Building Industries, 





Sunderland.—Two-acre site on yt. Gontte estate 
to be used by EC for erection of Cty Prim. Sec. Sch. 

Sutton Coldfield.—BC to negotiate ‘coment with 
A. E. Jones, 13, Aspley-rd., Wollaston, for erection 
of 6 houses at Water Orton-la. P ——™, and con- 
tract with Crossley Bros. (Builders), Ltd., 101, Slade- 
field-rd., Birmingham, for 13 dwellings at Falcon 
Lodge estate. —Approved plans: 200 houses and 5 
blocks of flats off Rectory-rd. for H. Johnson, Ltd., 
609, Walsall-rd., Birmingham; layout for roads and 
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=e for 225 houses at + Castle Brom- 
for Gon. . aby & Co., pe 
5 oer erection houses 
at Haybridge, , J. Brian Cooper, 177, 
Corporation-st., Birmir 
est 


—Ta ~§ & Evans Ltd., build 
Elwick-rd., West M to erect 38 semi-detached 
poe in’ Toner v to 
include in ture Programmes £150, 
scheme centre. — 


West Riding.—CC p erection of new fire 
Station at Maltby, £12'000 est. 
itby to let contract for five houses 

Hinderweil. Plans by S., ‘* Eskholme,’’ Whitby. 

Whitchurch.—UDC propose erection of further 
houses on Smallbrook 

Whitley Bay.—BC As Suild 50 houses and police 
houses at Seaton Sluice.—Council approved erection 
of 3-storey flats to house 64 families at Fold, Monk- 
Plans by Boro’ S, E. Roberts 
Bay. —Northumberland EC plan RC gy 
ant Tech. Sch. near Foxhunters’ Inn. County A 

. C. Brown, County Hall, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 


seaton. 
Whi 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted 

t Denotes p lly d. 

t Denotes recommended for “acceptance. 

§ Denotes accepted subject to modification. 

q Denotes accepted by H.M. Government Depart- 





ments. 
Birmin; -—Assembly hall at Edgbaston C of E 
College for Girls: *C. Twigg (Builders), Ltd., 12, 


Thedlices tt. ., Birmingham. 

Blackburn.—Eight shops and flats at Higher Croft 
and two shops and two flats at Green-lane, for TC.: 
*Gregory Construction (North Western), Ltd., 37, 
tore. ‘jeespoet, 83 £23,830 and £6,965. 

Burnley.— ——New crematorium, for oy" *J. W. Heap, 
Ltd., 22, Clifton-st., Burnley, £47,5 

Cambuslang.—Fifth development “ the Cairnside 
housing scheme (144 flatted houses) for CC. Housing 
Architect, Samuel MacColl (F), County-bidgs., Beck. 
ford-st., Hamilton West; *A. A. Stuart & Sons (Glas- 
tte a 2275, London-rd., Shettleston, Glasgow, 

Cheshire.—Erection of Stanney-la. Secondary 
Modern School, for CC: *Thos. Warrington & Sons, 
Ltd., 82, Station-rd., Ellesmere Porth, £132,560. 

Chesterfield.—Additional a ation at Win- 
dermere Primary School, for EC: *Arthur Heath, Old- 
rd., Chesterfield, £10 0,932. Extensions to warehouse 
at Walton Works, for Robinson & Sons, Ltd.: *Hod- 
— & ioe, Lid., Havelock Bridge Works, Queens- 
r effield 2. 

Eccles.—Extensions to Derby House, Ellesmere-rd. 
for Eccles Old People’s Welfare Association: *David 
Walton & Co., Ltd., Clarendon-rd., Salford. 

Gosforth (Northumberland). —42 three-bedroomed 
houses on the Grange-la. estate, for the UDC. Sur- 
veyor: Clifford Wyld: ‘*Unity Structures, Ltd., 
£50,5 


Hamilton.—94 houses at the Eddlewood housing 
Pee site, for C.C. Housing Architect: Samuel 
MacColl (A), County-bldgs., Beckford-st., Hamilton 
West: *The Scottish Construction Co., Ltd., Edin- 
burgh, £122,647. 

Haslingden. —21 houses and 4 flats, Broadway; 
and 9 houses and 16 flats, Town Ward, for B. 
Borough Surveyor: J. Mason. Quantities by ca a 
Surveyor: (21 houses and flats, Broadway) *D 
Grimshaw & Co., Burnley-rd., Waterfoot, R 
dale. (9 houses and 16 flats, Town Ward) *C. Otay. 
lor & Son, Ltd., Green Hill ‘House, Bacup, Lancs. 


{London (MoW) -—Contracts P rsa by War 
Department for week ended May 2 

Belfast: Miscellaneous, Wm. McMullan & Son, 
Belfast. Buckinghamshire : Roadwork, Sparkes Bros., 
Ltd., Feltham. Devonshire: Miscellaneous, 3 
Sanders & Son, South Molton. Essex: Miscellaneous, 
B. E. Cross & Son, Gidea Park. Building work, 
J. C. Flaxman & Sons, Ltd., Southend-on-Sea. Mis- 
cellaneous, J. Moss & Son, Lid., Colchester. Rein- 
forced concrete work. F. Mowle, Ltd., Leigh-on-Sea. 
Hereford: Roadwork, Val de Travers Asphalte Paving 
Co., Ltd., Birmingham. Northamptonshire: Miscel- 
laneous. Adkins & Shaw (Builders and Contractors) 
Ltd., Northampton. Northumberland: Painting — 
decorating, A Hector Grabham, Ltd., Sunderland. 
Nottinghamshire : Roadwork, The Leicester Construc- 
oe Co., Ltd., Leicester. Leicestershire : Ly go 


of woodworm and preservation, . Soars, 
Loughborough. Shropshire: Building nol Sir A. 
McAlpine & Son, Ltd., Wolver 3 Stafford- 
shire: Reroofing, ‘Manchester Slate , Ltd., Man- 
chester. Surrey: Building work, atles F. Cull, 
Guildford. Wiltshire: Building work, W. E. Chivers 
& Sons, Ltd., . Yorkshire: Roofing work, 
C. Chapleo & Sons, Leyburn. Roadwork, D. Wood 
& Co., Ltd., Yeadon. 

Maidenhead Reconstruction of 87-89, High-st. for 
Express cepemmeraen. _F Thomas 
Mitchell, BSc, ARIBA, 20," Beatondse Wi: *J. M. 
Jones & Sons, Ltd., Maidenh 

Middlewick.—21 ‘houses, Chadwell Fields estate, 
for UDC:— 

Qprwres Estates, Ltd., aie « . £38,072 
Ww. Jones, iddlewich se -. 31,065 
<. Esei Middlewich .. ae “a «- 30,697 
Scott & Clarke, Northwich .. <3 .. 28,900 
Exors. of S. Appleton, Northwich .. 30,188 

t, » Northwich .. 28,700 
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Newcastle-on-Tyne.—852 ciy A, GK flats at Long- 
benton, for the City C. City A Kenyon, 18, 
Cloth-market, Newcastle-on-Tyne: *J. M. Black, Ltd., 








UNITE FOR STRENGTH 


FEDERATION 
OF MASTER 
BUILDERS 


THE LARGEST INDIVIDUALLY 
REPRESENTATIVE ORGANISATION 
IN THE KINGDOM 
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SUBSCRIPTION £5.5.0 pa. 


London Region — 37 Areas 
And over 100 Provincial Branches 
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1 26 GT. ORMOND STREET, HOLBORN, W.C.1 
Tel.: CHAncery 7583 


{ Please send particulars of the advantages of 
membership to: 
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KINDLY CUT ALONG DOTTED LINES 


THE BUILDER 


nm Glen-st., Hebburn, Co. Durham, £1,249,823. 
lewcastle-on-Tyne.—10 houses at Greenside-cres. 
Ascuinonte J. Moffitt, Ponteland, Northumberland: 
*Wilkinson & Topping, Ltd., Cramer-st., Gateshead. 
Northampton.—Phase 2 of Technical High School, 
for T.C.: *Robert Marriott, Ltd., Midland Works, 
Higham-rd., Rushden, £134,121. 
Nottingham.—Erection of male nurses’ hostel at 
all, for Sheffield Regional rams ort Board: 
Simms, Son & Cooke, Ltd. ottingham, 


Nuneaton.—Extensions to office block at. King 
Edward-st., for, Clarkson (Engineers), Ltd.: *G. 
a & Sons (Nuneaton), Ltd., Midland-rd., Nun- 


Aston 
ww, J. 
£21,798. 


* Penrith. —100 houses at Scaws estate, for 
*Thos. Armstrong & Son, Ltd., South-st., 
mouth, £143,739 

Portsmouth.—86 houses, Bedhampton Camp, 
City C. Architect, City A, Portsmouth: *John C. 
Nicholls, Ltd., Court-la., Cosham, £107,499. 

Portsmouth.—40 houses, Lower Farlington Farm, 
for City C. Architect, City A, Portsmouth. Quanti- 
ties by City A’s Department: Cortis & Hankins, 
Lower Farlington-rd., Farlington, £48,965. 

Ramsbottom.—44 houses and maisonettes at 
Tagg Wood estate, for UDC: *James E. France, Ltd., 
Orleans Works, Peel-st., Manchester. 

Ringwood.—Three forest workmen’s houses at 
Ringwood and Holmsley for Forestry Commission: 
*W. J. Flower, Ltd., 265, Castle-la. West, Winton, 
Bournemouth; six houses at Thorney-hill, nr. Christ- 
church, for Ringwood and Fordingbridge RDC: *The 
New Forest Cons. Co., Christchurch-rd., New Milton. 

Rotherham.—New factory at Eastwood Trading 
Estate, for Wm. Cooke & Co., Ltd.: *W. J. Simms, 
Son & Cooke, Ltd., Haydn-rd., osetia Rg 

Rushden.—56 houses at Allen-rd. and Blinco-rd., 
for UDC: *F. & R. Windsor, Ltd., Newton-rd., 
Rushden, £73,726. 

Southampton. Erection of ee: Park Sec. Girls’ 
Sch., for BC. Architect: H. V. , CBE, FRIBA. 
Quantities by C. E. Ball & oe 
J. Laing & Son, ag? : paaren . Bee 4 
G. Wimpey & Ep: London 
4 nome & Smith, Lea eo lof W. 

Se & Sons, Ltd., Devizes, Wilts 

War Nicholls (Southern), Ltd., ‘South- 


ampton ahs be as s, af 
CPC. (Southampton), Ltd., Southampton 


UDC. 
Cocker- 


145,695 


143,489 
142,414 








: PACA 
still unedY for quality 


and low cost building 


BROAD-ACHESON 


CELLULAR BLOCKS 
BROAD & CO. LTD. PADDINGTON W2 








STEVENS & ADAMS LTD. 


Victoria Works, 
Point Pleasant, Wandsworth, $.W.18 











Jno. Croad, Ltd., Portsmouth 

A. E. Jukes & Son, Southampton .. 

*Brazier & Son, Ltd., Southampton 

Sunderland.—-Health centre on the Springwell hous- 
ing estate, Sunderland: *Tarslag, Ltd., Stockton-on- 
Tees, £75,000. 

Sunderland.—107 ay % on the Farringdon estate, 
for the TC. Boro’ A: . Bishop, Grange House. 
Stockton-rd., Sunderland: *L. W. Evans (Contrac- 
tors), Ltd., Norfolk-st., Sunderland, £127,366. 

Swinton.—13 shops with maisonettes at Rake-la., 
Clifton, for TC: *Musker Bros., Ltd., Bingham-st., 
Swinton, £49, 

allasey.—14 houses at the ee feaction of Hoylake- 
rd. and Reeds-la., for BC: Farrell, Ltd., 175, 
Borough-rd., Wallasey, £21, "0060. 

Wallsend.—New St. Peter’s Church School at Wall- 
end for 120 scholars. Plans by R. Burke, 10, Lamb- 
paar Newcastle-on-Tyne: *S. Hann, Firfield, Tyne- 
mout. 

Wallisend.—School for 240 scholars at High Willing- 
ton Farm, Wallsend. Architect: R. Burke, .y Lam- 
ton-rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne: *I. Carruthers & 
Heugh-' ‘ter. -» South Shields. 

Wrexham.—Erection of a new bus station at King- 
st., Wrexham, for Crosville Motor Services, Ltd.; 
*Whiteley Bros., Ltd., Holt-rd., Wrexham. 


NEW COMPANIES 


_ THE FOLLOWING NEW COMPANIES, registered 
in England, have been announced by Jordan 
and Sons, Ltd., company registration agents, 


Builders’ Joinery (Woking), Ltd. (547790.) Regd. 
April 16, 1955. Hascombe, Brooklyn-rd., Woking, 
i Nom. cap.: £100. Dir.: Cc Blount. 

. G. Emery, Ltd. (547799.) Regd. April 16, 1955. 
198 Birch-la., Longsight, Manchester, 13. Bidr. and 
contractor, etc. Nom. cap.: £5,000. Permt. dir.: 
E. G. Emer 

Frank Bowtell, Ltd. (547803.) Regd. April 16, 
1955. Ladysmith-rd., Westbury Fas 3 a4 Rw 
we > etc. Nom. cap.: Dir.: W. P. 

Owl’ Builders, Ltd. (547821.) Regd. aon © 16, 1955. 
A Rovekcres. * "Cheltenham. Nom. cap.: £100. Dir 


PE “Builders, Ltd. (547822.) Regd. April 16, 
1955. Parkfield-hse. -» Long-la., Hillingdon, Middx. 
ser 38 cap.: £1,000. Dir.: W. J. Chilton 

_& F. Savage Bros., Ltd. (547851.) Regd. April 
18 1955. Ednor, Cuckoo-la., Stubbington, Hants. 
Bldrs., contractors and decorators, etc. Nom. cap.: 
£2, 000. Dir.: A. . Savage. 

Heaton Lee, Ltd. (547870,) Regd. April 18, 1955. 
Balfour-hse., Finsbury Pavement, 2. Bldrs., con- 
tractors, etc. Nom. cap.: £2,000. Dir.: L. H. Lee. 


Sons, 
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